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Somewhere in England lies the secret retreat of a sinister criminal confederation. 
But _where ? The task of finding it is frauglat with a thousand perils, yet with 
typical grit and daring, Nelson Lee, the famous detective, sets out to brave these 

dangers and smash for ever the infamous Order of the Ring ! 

CHAPTER 1. · 

On the Track! 

N E~~SOX l"'EE~~ tl1P fa~101,~ c.lei. cct i ~-c·, ~at 
1 n fro 11 t of th c -k 1tc11e11 f 1 re 1 n t, he 
l1ousc of a sea.fa ring 111er1 11iamecl 
I(nigl1t. The l1011sc ,,~as situ.a tP<l eloso 

to tl-10 ri,rer, some,vhere in t l1a t 111aze of 
diHgy- streets brl1i11c_l tl1e Co111111crcial Ron.cl 
ir1 t 110 East Encl of London. 

~rho <leteeti vc l1ad not con1e tl1erP by sl1ecr 
b]ind cl1a.11cc. I-Io ,va s bttsi l.Y cngagccl in 
tryi_r1(J' to pick 111) t.11~ trail 6£ tl1c Order of 
tl10 Ri11g, a cri111i11al organisation lie had 
s,vor~1 to sn1as11 11p. ,-l'l1is order ,vas con .. 
t1·ollccL n1a inl:y, l1y three mc-11, kr10,Yn to their 

, 

co11fca(lera,tes a11ll ttnderlir1gs a~ the (;J1i.-,f, 
the Doctor an(l t lie Sqttire. They dea It i11 

all knowr1 forr11s of cri1ne~ and stayecl tr1eir 
l1ar1ds at 11otl1ing 11ro,~iclecl tl1cre was n1011cy. 
to be 111ado. ; 

Tl1ey hacl re1Jrt'scntati vcs .all o,.,.er tl10 
,Yorlcl, altl1ougl1 tl1ci1· 1na.in heaclc111arters 
,,-ere i11 }:r1gla11<l. r.rl1c)r dea.lt in kidn11.ppi11g,· 
blackn1ail, l)ltrglary, murder, arson a11cJ 
co11nterfeiti11g. Tl1ey: ra.n a coiner's mint in 
a large cot1ntry liouse in Yorkshire. Tl1~y_: 
.ha.cl a.n establishment in Fra.r1co for the: 
printir1g of bogus l)anknotes ~ln(l bond~. .f\t · 
ono tirne tl1oy hacl several :yacl1ts at their cli~- · 
posa.J, lJ11t. m11ch of their po,ver }1a<I hce11 
sn1ashccl t1p by t.110 neti,ritics of Nelson I"cC', 
,vl10 had macle thin!!"s so l1ot for tl1crn tl1at 
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the leauers of tl1e org1anisat..ion l1ad l1cen corn .. 
pelled to rcn1a i 11 ir1 l1iding. "".\ nd 110,v tl1e 
<letc.:cti, .. o \Yas a11:xious to picl, 11p the trail 
again. 

It l1ad so l1appcncd that son1c of the elec• 
t.rical machiner~y at the cottnterfciting pl,ar1t 
h.a,d gone ,vrorig, and had defied tho skill 
of all tho men at the disposal of the Order 
of the Ring. The Squire J1a<l therefore 
lt1red to the '' n1i11t '' a :young electrical 
engineer, named Jack Longford, and had 
~ompellcd .him to repair tl-10 damage. After 
that he had given Jack Longford the option 
of joini11g t.he gang or dying. 

But the Chief interfered, thinking h~ saw 

a \\'a\· of furciu,,. the YOUl1'r c11<ri11ecr to joiu. 
•· O ... h o 

the Or(ler of t.l1e lli11rr. rl1 l1e ga.11g .had lJCClt 

p.aicl a large Sllffi of
0 

II1011CJ' b.Y Sir I>l1ilip 
~\nderson i11 rctt1r11 for ,vl1iel1 tl1c,y undcr­
tool~ to bring abottt tl1e deat.11 of l1is niece, 
Ethel Anclerson, bec.attse tl1is :ro11ng lad~", 
being an heiress, stood in tl1e ,vay o( tl1e 
baronet coming into a fortune. 

1:"'oung Jack Lot1gfor(l. 110,vevcr, happc11erl 
t.o be cr1gagcd to l\fiss Et.l1el ... ~ndcrson, and 
tl1a Cl1ief,s sttbtle brain realised tl1at if he 
thrcate11ed to tortttre tl1c girl before tt1e 
yott11g engineer, then Jack: would consent to 
take tl1e oath of allegiance to the order 
rather tl1an witness her st1ff crings •. 
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. But Jack had. defied him, an~ ;Nelson Lee dcr if lie il1~ught tl1at l'&rn fooled rue?. \\"}10 
1ad in"terfered·. i~ . the .. plot. . Th_e . vessel .i11 01akc~ .. o ppoi~1tm~!}t~ c1:t this ·tini~ of ·i:1igl1t 1 '' ~ 
which the. Chief., the D.octor, ~t,4cl Andez:son . It· s~n · became· cl~ar that Kritgi1.i .. 11:ad .. ~~b;: 
incl J a,ck. Longfor~. had been sa.ilirtg_ on. a 1ntcnt1011 of procecd111g to the docks, for ·as 
~rui~c .. · ha·d. ~-e~n -wre~ke_d o~· t.hc cop.st c;,f. soon as 11e. reached .the end 9f: t~~. ~trcct ]10 
De!p~shir~, ·· 1n ... ·~w,c~s~nd Ba)'~, .clQ?~ t~ -~h9. delibc!atcly ~·turned .his. p;,~~-. Q~ .- tl\~ ... ti,,_er, 
rc_s1(.lonc~ (?f _ Sir Pht~i_p .. _ ~nderson. It'. _h,ad. a11d . ,~alkcd ~ wa.y ··at. -a,-. rap,1_d . p~ce 1n ... .1~ .. e 
:>ccome kn~,vn that the Chief and tl1c D~.t~f., opp9si~o directiop~ .. ln· t.l~~ ·CptxJB)c_t~ial R,()~~- 1 

~og~t-lter_ ,,,_~th. some of ~h~ ere\\', h~<.1 m.~ao .he l1a1led ~a cru1s1ng. taxi ai1d ··gi:o,~e off tq-· 
:hc.1-r ,v.a_y .. asliore _arJd ¥d __ ~~_'?ap~·g, bttt ~he ,,;ards the .City.. And as· ··a ·mat~er-':Qf cou1=s.~·-. 
fate of the t,,To pr.1s~ner.s was· nQt ~l~ all ._clc~t·. the dctecti ve, · b~ing lucky eiitjugl1 to find · 

Nelson Lee l1ad· robbed the ordci·. of ·1nuch a second taxi, ... - imni~diatcly . ordc'rqJ ·t11~ 
lf its po,vcr, and_ tl~re·e -Q·f. --~l1c'ir .. ~111cetin.g dri,;cr .to keep the first in~ ·~igli~. · ... -~- .. : . 
r>laces had bee~ , d.estroye~ through. • his Tho City was reached traveisca aucl lcf t 
llgency. · Bu~ ,vhile the· C!Jief, tlic· Docto~ bel1ind. ...i\t the corner of Ne,v Oxford Street 
1111d tho Squire, together with Lad_y· -Yrs~la, and Tottenham Court Road. Knight's taxi 
the only_ ,voman member of t~e organisa.tlon, pulled up. The detecti,·e followed suit it-boua 
\Vere •still at Jarge,. and \\·bile: ,t.}1~: fate of • . · - · Kn-,:· h d • 
Etlicl Anderson.and Jack Lonlfford remained th irt~ yar~s m !he .rear. • ig t step~~rni:J 
a. 111jTsterv the famous detect1,--e refused to 0! ~is taxi, paid the dri-v;er?, •n~ co 
give up liis si11gle-ha~ded .~ttempts· .at.· µn,<l- hts JOUrlle)' 011 fo~~- 'fhc detectrve did the same, 
i11g otit ·tlie trtit.b. · - · .and shadowed his qttarry_ to the door. of the . 

· · RagluQ Club, where·· Ku1gl1t turned 111 a.nd, .. -

H E hfld li.ved for sOµl_c .Hoi0 ~n the ~a St disappeared. · · ·· · .. 
End of LQ11do~, m1x1.~g with ~ll. sorts Althougl1 Nelson Lee did··. not know it, 
of criminals, · until he· ~ad met Et-licl Anderso11 and Jack Longford were still· 
Knight, _ ,vhon1 he pad .r~~gnis~d as ali,·e, havi~g escaped -- from., the wreck . of 

one of the sean1en abQard the Chief's yacht, the Dolph~n· with .the Cliief. and t.he .. ·Doctor.: 
the Dolphin, ,,~hicl1 -had been ,,rreckjd _ in But w~ereas the girl had been taken· to th·e 
Blacksand aay. After becoming {rienclly Squi1:e's· .place . in Yorkshire~· · where the 
with the man and _pe-rs~ading him ·_to giv~ ''mint t, \\1as . situate.d, Jack· Longford 1iad: 
him lodging for a ,,,bile, he actually made bee11 taken to the club, of which only very 
himself known as Nelson Lee, the· detective, fc,v members of. the order ,vere aware. 
but not telling him that he realised Knight's But realising that Knight had not come t~ 
co11nection "·.ith the Order of th~o·:Ring. the- Raglan Club ·for nothing, Nelson Lee 

'' It's risky,'' he detective tQld hilllSclf. ensconced himself in an archwa-y on· ·the 
'' Bt1t it may .'\\"ork. lui!iht ,Yill not rest opposite side of tho street, ·and resigned him­
until 110 has let the Chief kno,v that I am self· to the ,prospect. o'f a long a11d ,,,.cary 
still a]i vc and .on the trail,· ,and. if I ,va.tcl1 ,'."igiJ. ...~s a matter of fact, ho,vc,,,cr, )1is 
Knight lie may· lcacl me t_o _tho Chief's l1iding ,~igil ,\~as exceedingly short, for j11st on the· 
place.'' · . · . · · · st.roke of n1idnight, an empty car dro,'."c into 

. .i\nd on tl1-is partict1lai~ evc11ing ·Nelson Lc·o the street and pttlled up at tl1e door "'bf .th·o 
sa,v tli-at Knight Vrpa.s restless and t1neasy. clttb ..... ~nd a. fe,,~ rui11t1tes later the Chief and 
TJ1e · l1ot1sckecper had gone to bed, arid· tl1c tl1e Doctor c111crged f ron1 ·the club, sprang 
detective and his .host ,vcre s111oki11g arid into tl1e oar, and ga·vo the order~disti11ctly· 
tallcing in .. front of the kitchen fire. ln the audible to Nelso11 Lee: 
r11idst of their con ,·ersation tl10 clock strttck- · "St. Par1cras, ns fast as ,~ott earl dri,,.e, cle,re11. _ . t1 

,, That re_nlin_ds me·!·,, cried I{uiglit, J·ump- for ,ve' vc 0111:y t,vc11t.y minutes to c·atch tl1e 
train!'' -. · · 

i11g lt_p _ a11~ knocking tqe asl1cs · ottt of his 
pipe. '' I shnll ha,~e to .Icn.,·e :you now. .,.t\.ftcr tl1at l(nigl1t "'?as of little accot1nt. 
I',"'e inn appointment do,Yn at tl1c clocks at Obviot18l_y, ~clson Lee's mo, ... o )\"as to folio,v 
a q L_1artcr-past cleve11. Don't trottble to sit the t \YO 111astcr crimi11als. He ,v.alkcd to tl1a 
Ull for nic, if :you feel tired.· I 111ay -onl_y end of tl1c str_cct, aI1d .hailed a passi11g taxi., 
1Je gone ten 1ninutcs, and I may bo an }iotlr. Ily dint of · f11rious driving he reached-~ St.~ 
I ca·n't tQll exactly ;'1 Pancras .a ruinttte or · t,•lo in adv·ance of tl1B 

'' 0}:i, I expect I shall go to bed, abot1t men 110 ,vas sl1ado,vi11g. Wl1en tl1ey arri,1ed 
t,vclve, '' said Nelson Lee. · 110 follo,vcd them into the booking-office; a11d 

I~nigl)t put. on his hat and hurriedly left l1eard tl1cn1 ask for tickets to Sheffield. 'l'hen 
tl1c l1ottse. Tho detective ,vaitcd until ho 110 - l1t1rriecl across to , the station-master's 
heard him close the front door, anll tl1en office, ,vlicre he. niade hiniself kno\vn, ~x­
he, too; pttt on his hat and follo,ved Kniglit's plained his n1issio11, and dictated tho follo,v• 

J · 1ng · telegram : cxamp e. 
'' It's working 011t to plan,'~ ho muttered 

to himself, as ho shadow~d !{night do,v11 tl1e 
dark, deserted street. ,c He's afraid to tackle 
n1e single-h.a11ded, so lie's gone f.o tell l1is 
confederates ,vhere I· am, t1nd bri11(J' somo of 
them back with him to help him ~verpO""'Cr 
111e. A.'1. appoi11tment at the docks_! I "Ton• 

'-' To the Chief Co11stable, Shcfficlc1. 
'' Stcpl1c11 :\icrcditl1, alias the Cl1ief of tl1e 

Order of tl1c Ring, and one of his con• 
federates, kno,vn as the Doctor, are co111ing 
to Sheffield by train from St. Pancras, 
arriving at 5.15 a.m. Proct1re ,varra11ts' and 



1,e at station to meet tl1e111. Am travelling 
by same train ml·se}f in order to identify.-
Na.eoN Lw1. '' 1 

Ha handed this wire to tl1e stationmaster, 
who promised to see that it was sent off 
withot1t a moment's delay. Then he .hastened 
back to tl1e dep&rture platform and sprang 
into tlie Sheffield train just as it was moving 
out of the station. It seemed as if his 
mission would soon end, that he would not 
only. capture the t-wo chief rogues, but learn 
more of the order and its resources. But the 
fate~ v.i'illed it other,vise ! 

CHAPTER 2. 
Se Near and Yet So Far! 

0 ~ to tl1e nortl1 sped tho flying train. 
In a first-class com{>artment near the 
centre of the train, little dream• 
ing what was in store for the1nt 

tl1e Cl1ief and t.he Doctor were chat• 
ting. For the p&st fe,v weeks-ever 
@ince Nelson Lee had tracked them to the 
red-briok villa beyond Elstrae-~'1ey had 
.bee11 lyi11g low a~ the Squire's house up 
11orth, to whioh they '\\~ere no,v returning 
after a }1urried visit to London. 

1.1J1ey had been to see Jack Longford, and 
whilst. they had b~en in tl1e club Knig.ht 
liad arrivod witl1 tl1e 8tartling nc,,·s that 
Nelson Lee wa.a at his hot1se ! 

Tl10 Cl1ie£ immediately instructed Knight 
to -return .home, with three more members 
of the Ordett of the R-ing, and dispose of 
Nelson Lee. IIe and the Doctor, then left 
the club, &tld had driven to St. Pencras, 
.,v11ere tl1ey had caught tl1e Sheffield train, 
with the object of returni11g to the Squire's 
place. Thej" could have t-ravelled by car 
as they l1ad arrived, but they ,vere afraid 
that Nelson IJee wu closer on t.heir track 
tl1an tl1ey knew, and that a. description of tht, 
car, together ,vith tl1c number, n1ight be 
flashed throughout- the cot1ntr~1', and tl1ey 
"·ot1ld be arre.stcd· before t.!1ey could di,,o 
back into their hiding place again. 'l'l1e 
express train was dangerous enough, bt1t cer. 
tainly more gpeedy. 

'' Ho,v long to you tl1ink it'll be beforo 
we' re able to remove I .. ongford to the 
Squire's?'' asked tl1e Chief. 

'' Three or four days. But wl1y do you 
"'ish to take l1im to the Squire's?'' 

T11c Chief laughed a harsh, tlnpl(}asant 
1augh, " .. i~h more tha11 a suspicio11 of defiance 
in it. A da11gerot1s light flickered in l1is 
<.loep-set eyes, and his face gre,v omi11otu~ly 
hard and cold. 

'' I l1ave sworr1 to 1r1ake Jack Longford 
join ottr ranks, a11d, by heaven, I'll do it, 
1£ it t.ake.s tll~ t,Ycnt.y :years I \\''J1at is tl1e 
time?" 

'' A qt1a rt:er~past one.'' 
'' 'l,l1en. at t-his ,·ery· n1on1C'11t, i u a 11 llroba .. 

bitity, Knigl1t and l1is t.l1rce co1111)n11ions aro 

I 

tracking Nelson Lee! I have a Oask · here 
-we'll di-ink· to his memory l'' 

'l,h~y laughed at their joke, but their 
merriment \\·as out of place, for when the 
would-be assassins reached Knight's house 
they found that their victim had flown, and 
altl1ough they ·,vaited until dawn, he did not 
return. 

And e.s tlto train sped northwards, Ethel 
Anderson was sleeping in & room aboYe the 
underground n1int at the Squire's house. In 
the dra,ving-room tl1e Squire and Lady 
Ursula. were playing cards. 

'' Four o•ctock t'' exclaimed the Squire, a.s 
tl1e clock on tho mantelpiece -chimed the 
.h~~r. '' ,How the night drags on I'' . 

. That s not very co~plimentary to me," 
~~'~ Lady Ursula, with a. silvery laugl1. 
- Im sorry :you find me such a bore I'' 

'' Oh, it isn't that, ' 1 said the Squire 
hastily. '' But somehow or otl1er I'm in tho 
dun1ps to-night. If I believed in aucll 
tl1ing~ I sl1ould say that I had a presentiment. 
of e,~11. I can't shake off the feeling that 
something's going to happen. ' 1 

'' To ,vhom? '' 
''To tl1e Chief and the Doctor. I'm suro 

it wasn't ,vise of tl1em to venture ttp t.o 
London, no\v that Nelson Lee is out and 
about; again, and we don't know where tl1at 
hound is, so we can't keep an eye on him. 
It's too dangerous to all of us. I J1ope 
tl1ey're all right.'' 

~• Of course! they're all rigl1t,'t said Lady 
U rsttla, l1elp1ng l1e1·self to anotl1er of•· tho 
Squire's cigarettes. '' Yot1',~c got Nelso,1 Leo 
on tho bra.in I ShttfHe tl1ose cards, and we'll 
have another hand. It won't be long bcf ore 
tl1ey'll be knocking at t.he door. '1 

She l1ad scarcely finisl1ed speaki11g ere the 
l1ouse re-echoed \\·ith the a violent pealing 
of the front-door bell. 

'' There they are,,, she cried, springing to 
her feet. 

'' Impossible ! " he said. '' Their train isn't 
dtte in Sheffield until e, qttarter•pe.st five, ancl 
it's only just gone four.'' 

'' Perhaps they caught an earlier train.'' 
'' Impossible. If tl1ey had cat1ght the 

earlier train they wottld ha\·£? got here long 
ago.'' 

'' Tl1en ,vho oan it be?'' 
Before 110 cot1ld reply a second peal rcl"er" 

berated througl1 tl1e l1ottse. 
'

1 Whoover it is, he's in a desperate liurry. '' 
said the Squire. '' As tl1c scr\·ants are all in 
bed, I st1ppos0 I shall l1a,To to ans,vcr tl1e 
door mvsolf." 

He left tl1e room a11d crossed t.l1e spaciot1s 
entrance .l1all. Before lie opened tho door 
Jie peered throtigh tl1e r1arrow, slit-like win­
do,v, \vhicl1 o,,.crlookcd tl1c ~orch outside. 
'fl10 first tl1ing that ca11ght .his C),.O \Vas (L 

gentlem,an's bicycle, v.'hich l1ad been reared 
against one of tJ1e pillars of tho porch, just 
llencatl1 tl1e old-fashioned hanging lamp. 
'.rhc front t.\'T0 \T'&S llpparcr1tly qt1it-e flatr 
.n11rl tJ1e. 1nacl1i110 its(\lf Y.'as caked \vith mt1d. 

Sta11ding nt tho door ,vas a tall, young 
fcllo\v, Ono l1a.11d clutcl1ed t.hc handle of l1is 

\. 
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machine, tl1e other g~ipped the handle or 
tho door. · His f~ce, tl1ough as. ,vhite as a 
~l1cet, wa_s streaming wit_h porspirati_~n. He 
,vas s,vay1ng to and fro like a, drunken mat;1, 
and· he was brc.athing 11-ard · f ron1 his 
strenuous exert.ions. . 

The Sqttire recognised him at once. He 
,vas a telegraph clcrl{ at tl1c S1·acffield General 
l 1 o~t Office. He ,vas also a me1nbcr of tlio 
Order of tl1e Ring_! 

_ITII treinbli'rig l1a11Js the Sqt1ire t1n­
lockcd and unbolted t.r1·e~ door. Tl1c 
n101nent J1e. O})Cned it .his· visitor 
staggered bli11cJly ·into tl1e hall anll 

lit(~i"al!v fell irlto ono of the chairs. ..,, - . 
·· ;1,b9 gan1c~s up!"_ }10 ga~pcd, ~humping 

l1imself on the chest, o.nd }lantir,.g fo'r breatl1. 
., C11ie-f a11J I>octor n.rrcstcd-L.~.I.S. station 
-.as .soon as· tlic)· arrive!" . :- . 

lc""or one l)ricf i11sta11t tl1c Squire rcg.arded 
Jli111 in r,orrificd stupcfactior1. 'fl1cr1 ho 
cJ:trtccl i11to ,in ~1djoini11g roorn, a.11q._presont]y 
retur11cd ,vith :i t.u111blcr antl a. deeanter. 

'' Herc, dri11k this I" he said,· 11.anding tlie 
1u~111 a glass. '' ~?''~, l)ull }'OU~sclf to~ctl1cr 
arid ~ell 111c \\. li-a t s l1a IJpcncd. -' -

'f)1e cl~rk g~1lpecl ·da,,:n -tl1e dri11k and 111i­

loosed .his .collar. For a ruo1ncnt or ·t,v.o lie 
fan11ed. hin1self. .,vith his cap, tl1c11 lie· cleared 
lli~. throat ·{tntl told: l1is staptlirag talc. 

· I ,,,as on <l-uty at tlle offico this 1norn­
i11g from n_1iclnigl11~ u11til l1alf-pa·st. thr-ce,'~ .lie 
said, "Sl1ortly after one o' elock I rccei ,1 ecl 
n. 111cssage fron1 London. It ,v-as addrC$sed 
to the Chief Constable··,· and, -1.0 tho best o·( 
111y recollection, ra11 as f ollo,,-s : .. 

·' • Stephen 1\fercdith, alias tl1c Chief of 
the Order of the Ring, ancJ 011~.- of .,,}1is con• 
federates, kr10,,· 11 as tho Doctor, "· ill arri ,. o 
Sl1effiel<l from St. Pancras at 5.15. Procure 
,,·arr.ants and be at station to n1cct tl1em. 
Am tra,~.elli~g- py same trai.1~ r11_ysc)f in ordc1· 
to -_ide11tify .~N el_so11 •Lee .. ," · .. . 

· The Squire staggered back ,,:itl1 · a lo,v, 
hoarse cry of de.spair. 

- '' I k11c,v it-I knew it!" lie groaned. 
'' Something told me that ,,1 0 ,\·ere 011 the eye 
of a catastrophe! \Vhat did :yott do?'' 

· '' \Vhat could I do?'' replied tho clerk. 
'' I tl1ot1gl1t at ·first· of liccping the 1nessagc 
back until it ,~ras too ]ale for- tJ1e police to 
111cct the train, but unfortunately 011c of n1y 
fcllo,:v:-clerks ,vas looki11g over 1ny shoulder 
,vhen tl10 1ness1;1.go arrived, so that conceal-
111cant "ra_.;; impossible.'' 

'' Then tl1e message ,v.as deli v.crc<l? '' 
'' It \\.as. ' ' 
'' \V hy didn't yo1i conic a.nd toll me at 

011ce ? '' 
'' I co11ld11't. I was on special dut.v to­

r1ight, and they ,Yould11't Jct n1c off. "' Tl1c 
11~01nent I came off duty I j un1pcd on ffij" 
l11c~lclc ancl rode out here as fast as I co111d. 
Ts_ it too late, do :you tl1i11k, to ,,·iar11 the 
Cl1icf arid t}1e Doctor of t!1c danger ,v hich 
a,vaits them?'' 

'' l"n1· afraid so,'' said t}1c S,1uire, 11aeino­
!l1e _ hall ,,~it11 ra1lid, agitated stri<ies. '' lt. 
1s 110,,T e. quart~_r-past. four. By tl1is ti111c 

their train will l1avo left Derby, and will 
only stop 011cc n1oro-at Chesterfield-before 
it. ·reacl1es Sl1cfficld. \\re .l1ave11't tiine to get 
a \'riro thro11gl1 to Chesterfield before tl1cy 
leave; an<l even if ,ve did it ,votild be no 

· good, for Nelson I,eo is in tl1e train, and 
. if l1c sa \V t)icm get ·.oi1t ho ,vould siu1pJ, .. do 
the sanic arid shado,v them }1crc." · 

"\\"ottldn't it llr, ·possil)lc to· stop· t.T1e train 
bet,vee11 (!hcsterficld arid Sheffield?-~, sl1g­
geslcll t 11c elcrk. '~ Tl1e line runs.' past ll10 
c11d of ~yo11r grot111cls, ·:you kr10,v."'• 

"I li110,v," St~i(l the Sqtiirc. '' But. 110,v 
could \\'C sto11 the ti·ain ,,·itl101t"t'. cxeiting 
Nelson l"ee' 8 ~us11icions? ,,. · 

Before the cler ){ _ J1a_,l __ ti r110 to re1)ly·, Lady 
l_Trsnla 3.Ill)CarPd. · · 

"\\~hat i.,; it?-'' -• sho askcrJ, gl•n11cing from 
t110 Sq11i re to tho clerk, and fro111 the clerk 
to the Squire. '' H·a~ a.ny·tl1ing .l1a 11pc11ecl? '' 

I11 .a. fc,r l1urr-ied sentences tl1c Sq1.1i re tolcl 
lier tl1c st~rtli11g nc,\~·s. S0111e,vl1,ut to }1is 
surprise she betra,ycd 11ditl1cr ·f car ·11or cles• 
11air. She l-1earcl l1im ca.ln1l) .. · to t11P 011d, 

t l1cn sl1e shr11ggell lier shouldrars ·a.n<l rc­
g·arde<l lii1u ,,,itl1 a glat1cc ~f pit~ti ng·· scorn. 

'' \\~l1at !<1<)1S ?:OU mer.i are,!". ~lie saicl 
cont,cn1ptt1ousl:r- Do yot1 really· -~~1~_,~11 to 
sa)" that 3Tou cannot see a111t way l)y wl1ich 
the Chief arid the Doctor can be ~aved? 
Liste11 to m~. 1~1 three-quarters of ·a11 11our 
fro111 110w tl1e . train i 11 \Vl1ich t.hej-T are 
travel} ing \\ .. ill ho llns·sing . throt~g.J1 fhe 
cutti11g at the ·so11tl1-,vcst co·rner of yo11r 
grottnds. u.. ·- . 

0 Tl1a t is ·so." · - >.- -

" 'fhe11 rrriS\\Ter· · Irie - thi"s. Il yott ,, .. ere to 
ro11se ti\-_o (Jr thr-ee· of the servants an(] ,vere 
to tnke tJ1e1n do,vn to tl1e cutting, \\~oul d it 
be possible for them to tear up one of the 
rails before tl1e train arrived?,, 

'' Certa inl~T. Bttt ,, .. l1at good woulcl that 
do? It ,vould 6top tl1e train, I admit, b11t 
it ,vould also give rise to a frightful acci­
de11t i,1- ,vhicl1 tl1e Cl1ief and the Do.ctor 
,vould certainly be injt1red, if not -killed ottt­
right." 

.. Not at all," sl1e replied. "As soon as 
l-'Ou',-e ren10,·ed the rail, one of the .servar1ts 
must hurry up tl1e line to ·meet the train. 
He must take n lantern or to1·oh of some 
sort \\· ith l1i111, ,ind tl1e moment l1e sees thA 
trair1 ho 1nust wave the light frantically 
and yell to the· driver to stop. _\\'.,.hen the 
dri,Ter has brot1ght the train to a standstill 
tl1e ser,,,.ant rnust go_to him and·say some• 
t-hing to this effect: ' I was crossi11g the 
lir1e just 110w on my ,,,.ay t·o my ,vork ·,vhen 
I accider1tally discovered that 0110 of the rails 
l1ad bee11 torn 11p_. As· I k11ew that tl1e 
IAondo11 mail ,vas jt1st about dt1e I fle\\' up 
the line to gi·ve yot1 ·,varning. Tha11k 
Hea,re11 I am i11 time!' . 

'' \\i~l1at ,,·ill l1appen next, do you s111Jpose ?'' 
sl1e ,ve11t on. .. The passengers will crc>,vd 
out of tl1e train in a state of great excite-
111ent.. \\t}1en they hear :your Se.t"\Tant's story 
tl1ey \\·ill shal{e him by the hand and -J1nil 
l1in1 as a l1ero. Some of them \\i"ill ,vall, 
do\\·11 the line tQ look at the pJace \\·her" 
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Nelson Lee knew he was cornered, but he could hold off the attack or the erooks until help 
came. S11ddenly the head and shoulders or a man appeared above the trap, and Lee, clubbing 

bis revolver, brought ll down with a crash l 

tho li11e3 l1ave bec11 ta111r,ered ,vitl1, bt1t by 
tl1 at t ir11e, of cot1rse, :you \\' i 11 11 ave se11 t. tl1e 
1·est. of t.l1e ser\'llilts baek to tl1e l1ouso, ~o 
111at 11obody ,viii l1e visible, arid 110Lod;y ,vill 
l,e al)le to disco, .. cr by· \\'110111 tl1e rail ,vas 
rl' tnoved." 

" .. l\nrl \vliat sl1all I be doing i11 tlie 111ean­
tinte ?" asked tl1e .Squire. 

"Y Oll \\rill be hiding Lel1ind tl1e l1edge ab 
tl1~ si(le of tl1e Ctttting," sl1e replied. '' As 
suort as ~'OU see a f a,rou1·able opportu11it.y 
)'Utt ,vill 111i11gle ,vit.}1 the c·ro,vd, keepi11g 
tlttt of tl1e ,vay· of Ne!s011 Lee, of cc>urse, 
a ntl ,,·l1is1)er to tl1e Doctor and tl1e Cl1i~f. 
'_[lien a 11 tl1ree of ~;on, taking ad\ra11t.age of 
the clark11ess aud co11f ttsio11, ,\·il I qttictly slip 
a \r~1,v arid rnak:e J~Otlr \\'ay to tl1is l1ottse.'' 

"rl'ilat's nll ,·cry fi11e, 1
' said tl10 ScJniro 

0

(loulJt.f ull}·; "btLt it seems to 111c tl1at :yon're 
leaving- Ncl0011 I~co entire!)' out of your 
recko11i11g-. StqJpo:,c lie s111ells a rat? 
Suppose l1e decides to kee11 an eye 011 tl1c 
C~h ief a11d tl1c Dot:tor? Su1lpose lie follo"·s 

us ,vl1e,, we quietl.Y slitl a\vay, a3 you 
sul?<"est ?" 

'-" ~ 

''Leave tl1a t 11art of tlie Lusi11cs3 to me,'' 
saicl I ... acly· Urst1la sig11ificantly. "I'll look 
af tcr N cl son Leo." 

I N a tl1ird-class tu111part111er1t- of ti1e 
Nortl1ern Express Nelson Leo ,vas 
fJattir1~ l1i111~elf on tl1e back and con­

gratulati11g )1 i u13elf or1 tl1e r1ear upproach of 
t lie c11cl of 11 is a rdttous quest. 

Ile coustLlted l1is ,,~ateh. J:t ,vas {ivo 
o'clock. 111 ar1otl1er fiftee11 1r1ir1ut-es, he told 
l1in1self, tl10 train ,,rottlcl run i11to tl1c statior1 
at Sl1effield. rr11e cl1ie..f COlr~t a l)lc, or one of 
tl1e officers, ,Yo11ld be standing- 011 tl1c plat• 
for111 ,\·itl1 a posse of 1>01 ice. '_fl1c ~orn1<:r 
\\"ould l1avo a courJle of ,,·arrants 1r1 h1s 
pock.et~, cue for tl1e C~hief tlnd anothc! for tl1e 
l)oct.or. IIc -~elson I.ire -~.voulcl 1spr1ng fron1 
tl1c trai11 tlte: 1110111cnt it I>ttllcd up. I-le 
\Vot1ld beck:on to the pol ice and lead tJ1cm 
to the door of the first-cJass oompar~mcr1t 
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i11 ,vhicl1 the C11icf and tl1e Doctor ,vere 
trnvelli11g. He would point them ot1t to tlie 
l)o1ice--

<1rr-r-r ! . 
.... ..\ suddet1,. · violent jar ran througl1 the 

trajn and brought his ruminat.jo11s to an 
a~)rupt ter1ninntion. The e11gine-dri\,.er had 
Sl1dde11ly clapped on the brakes. The train 
l)egan to slow down. 

·· Signal's against us, I suppose," n1utt.ered 
Nelson Ley. 

He lo\vered the window a11d thrust his 
l1ead Ottt. It wa5 a pitch-dark nigl1t, or 
rat}1er n1orn·i11g, with a thin drizzle of rain. 
Far awav down the line, perhaps half a 
111ile ahead, -someone "·as waving a 1 an tern. 
And above the grinding of the brakes, above 
tl1c roar of the skidding wheels, the detec­
ti,~e heard tl1e distant warning cry: 

'' Pull 11p ! Stop her! Danger!" 
Shorter and shorter grew the distance 

between the train and the dim figure with 
tl1e lantern. Slower and slower moved the 
express, till at last it came to an absolute 
stop i11 a deep, dark, steep-sided cutting. 
The n1on1ent it came to a standttill carriage 
(loors flew open as if by magic, and- i11 less 
tin1e almost than it takes to tell a crowd 
of anxious passengers sprang out 011 to the 
line and J1urried to tl1e engine, ,vhere tl1e 
tJriver a11d tl1e fireman were engaged in con­
versation ,vith a 11ervous-look-ing little 111an 

\\Ti t.11 a 1 a ntern in his- hand. 
'' I 011]y just managed it,"' the n1an ,vas 

sayi11g, ,vl1e11 the passengers ca111e up. 
"Another t\,·erltJ· y:irds and nothi11g cot1ld 
have saved yot1." 

..,t\. sl1 i ,·er t)f ho11 ror ra 11 th rot1gh the cro,\·u 
as tl1ey heard tl1is startli11g stateme11t. They 
JJ I ied tl1e n1a11 witl1 a babel of eager 

• q uest1or1s. 
~• Somebody's tried to wreck your train, 

tl1at's all !t' said the man ns soon as 110 could 
111ake 11-in.self heard. •• I ,vas ",,alking do,vn 
tJ1e li11e ur1 1ny ,vay to \\'or1< ,vl1e11 I 11oticed 
tha-t 011e of t-110 rails 011 tl1e do,,·n lir1e had 
l>ee11 taken up a11d laid across tl1e metals. 
Wl1ilst I was look{ng at it I heard tl1e 
ru1nble of :rour train, so I l'an lip t.he line, 
'\'~tving ffi)T lantern and shouting to the 
dri,·or to stop. I ,vas afraid at first t11nt I 
Rhould be too late to stop you; but tl1a11k 
IIeavcn I ,vas just in the nick of ti1ne. 
Caine, and I'll sl1ow you ""'hat you,ve . d ,, 
llllSSe . 

Lantern in l1and, he led tl1e way do,vn the 
I ine. lfost of the passengers accompanied 
him, b11t one or t,,·o remai11ed behind and 
•:ngaged each other in conversation. Amongst 
them ,vere the Chief and the Doctor. 

'' W11at d'yo11 make of this affair?'' 
111ut.teI1ed the Doctor, 11nder l1is breath. 
'' Yot1 recognised the m·an with the lantern, 
of cot1rse ?" 

"Of course I did," said the Chief ~n tl10 
samo ]ow tones. .. He's one of the Squire's 
n1en. ,I was on the point of speaking to him, 
but he gave me a look wl1ich said as plain 

as \\"ords tl1a t he cli,l11't ,v isl1 n1e to recog11ise 
h .. ,, 

1m. 
'' I sa,v it," said t.he Doctor. "There,s 

so1nething -in the ,vi11d, you can bet )·011r 

boots. Can it be t.hat something has 
ha1lpened ,vhich makes him anxioi1s to co~­
·mu11icate "·ith t1s before '\\-Te get to 
Sheffield?" 

Before tl1e Cl1ief cot1ld reply a mt1ffied 
figure stole up t-0 hi111 a11d touched l1im 011 
t}1c shot1lder. 

.. Quick! J?ol low 111e ! '' said tlie Sql.1ire, for 
it \\Tas lie. '' It ,vas I ,vho caused the t.rain 
to be stoppe{l. Nel,so11 Lee is l1ere. lie has 
,v.ired to Sheffield, and the police are \\·aiti11g 
for you nt the station." 

"Nelson Lee here!" gasped tl1e C~l1ief, in 
a11 incredulous wl1isper. "You're <lrean1i11g ! 
He's at K11ight's hot1se in London, and by 
this ti1ne is probably dead. Knight came to 
the club--" 

"For he~,~en's sake don't stop to argue! 0 

said the Sq11ire impatiently. '' I'll tell you 
nbout it afterwards. For t11e present ,it's 
enot1gh for you to know that I've seen 
Nelson Lee not half a dozen yards from 
v;here ,ve're standing, Ylit.hin the last 11alf­
n1inute. He's just gone, down the line to 
lool{ at our handi \Vork." 

This ,vas partly true_ and partly false, 
tho11gl1 the Squire did not know it. It \Vas 
true that he had seen Nelson Lee, but it 
,vas not ti~u~ that the detective J1ad gone 
do,vn the li11e to inspect tl1e Sqttire's l1andi­
,,,ork. On the contrary, l1e \\'as standing at 
-that moment ir1 the !=;hadow of one of tlie 
carriages ju•st behi11d tl1em, and ,vas ,vatching 
tl1cir every 111oven1e11t ,vith an eager, lynx• 
C)~c<l gaze. 

Tl1e fact of t.he matter ,vas tl1at tl1e cletec­
tive saw t}1e Squire at the sn1ne n1oment ns 
the Sqt1irc saw hin1, a11d in the t,vinkli11g of 
ar1 e:re tl1e s11spicion flasl1ed int-0 l1is 1nj nd 
tl1at it ,vns the Squi1·e y,7}10 had stopped tl10 
train, and that J-,e J1ad dor1e so ir1 orcler to 
,var11 l1is t,Yo accomplices of the fate \Yl1icl1 
,vas a,vaiting then1 at Sl1effield. In order to 
pt1 t his theory to tJ1e test, lie passed tJ10 
Sqt1ire \Vithout the sl1gl1test sign of recog11i­
tion and pretended to ,valk down the 1 ine 
,vitl1 the other passengers. As soon as l1e 
,vas ot1t of tl1a Sq11ire's line of visio11, ho,y­
ever, he doubled back and concealed l1in1self 
in the s}1ado,v of one of the car1·iages. 

From this coign of vantage he sa,v t-he 
Sqttire approacl1 t}1e Chief and the Doctor. 
I-le sa ,v the ,vhispered consultation, tl1ough 
he co11ld not hear n·hat passed. Then he 
sa,v the three men glide a,vny and begi11 to 
climb 11p tl1e steep and grassy emba11kment.­
The det.ecti ve's first impulse ,vas to sho11t for 
help and to rush forward to arrest the 
crimi11als. But he checked himself. It 
da,vned in t1pon him that in all probability 
the Squire'~ house that containecl tho mint 
and for ,vhich he }1ad searched long and 
often must be son1e,vhere ;in t.he ,,.icinity, 
a11d that he might learn mt1rh by quietly 
follo,ving his quarry. · 
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Witli stealthy, catlike steps he thrended 
his. way across the line and crept up the steep 
embankment. By the time he was half-way 
up the Chief and his tl\·o confederates had 
vanished over the crest. Fearf 111 of losing 
them in the darlmc-ss the detect.ive qt1ickened 
his pace. He reached the top and wns nn the 
act of climbing over the fence ,1rhen s11ddenly, 
out of the ground, as it seemed, there rose 
the figure of Lady Ursula. 

Crack! 
There was a sharp report, nccompanied by 

Jt siJ,rery, mocking laugh -and a vicious spit 
of flame. The next .instant the detective 
toppled backwards off the fence and ,,rent 
rolling do,vn the embankme11t. 

CHAPTER 3. 

A Cross-country Chase I 

][
N tl1e meantime tl1e Chief and his t,vo 

companions ,ve1·e hurrying across n 
large grass-field ,vhich lay betvreen t.l1e 
:rail"~ay line and the road ,vhich 

!bordered the Squire's gro11nds. Half-\\·ay 
across-the Sqt1ire came to a halt and glanced 
behind him. 

'' You t\vo go on art'd I'll ,,·ait here.'' he 
said. '' In the top left-hand comer of this 
field ~·011'11 iind a .gate. Turn to the right, 
and a .. bout thirtl'· or forty yards farther along 
the road, on t.ho left-hand side, J'"011'll fi11d 
~:he stile ,,·hich leads into the park.'' 

'' But '\\'hy aren't you coming ,vitl1 us?" 
nske<l the Doctor. 

'' I'm going to ,,1ait here for Ursula,'' said 
the Sq11ire. 

'' For Ursula?'' exclaimed the Chief in 
-tones of profound surprise. '' Surely :you 
don't mean that Ursula is ot1t here?~' 

'' She is,'' re·plied the Sq11ire. '' She in-
sisted t1pon coming with me i11 order to keep 
an e}"e on Nelson Lee. She's posted herself 
at the top of the embank-ment, and if he 
attempts to follov." us she's going to--'' 

Before he had time to co1nplete his sen­
tence tl1e~· saw the flash and heard the re­
port of Lady Ursula's shot. For a second 
.thc1·e ¥las siler1ce; then the i111m of angry 
voices ,vas heard, mingled ,,·ith the excited 
bn1"king of a dog. Abo,·c the tiproar the~" 
Iheard the soft, s\vift patter of approaching 
footsteps, and a moment later Lady Ursula 

• came rt1nn1ng 11p. 

'' Qttick: ! Run!'' she gasped. '' I'v·e 
fai~ed !" 

''Failed! Ho,v? ,, demanded_ tl1e Sq11ire. 
'' He sa,v yot1 steal a,, .. ay, and he started 

to follow yot1 ! '' she panted. '' I "'"aited 11ntil 
ho 1·eached the top of the embankment, then 
I fired at him jt1st as he \Yas climbing over 
the fence. But he was too Qt1iok for me. 
T·he moment I raised IDj" re,,.ol, .. er he flung 
himself back,vards off tl1e fence, ,vith the 
rest1lt tl1at my bullet missed him.'' 

'' Cttrse the man, he's as many 'lives as a 
cat!'' growled the Chief as t.h_ey sct1rried 
across the field. '' But if he threw himself 

off the fence, s11rely lie mu .. st have rolled 
do,,,.n the embankment.'' 

'' He did, b11t he wasn't hurt, ,vorse luck,'' 
sl1e 1~eplied. '' I saw him pick himself up, 
and I l1eard him .speak to the passengers. 
He called upon them, in the name of t.he 
law, to assist him to chase us; but only three 
of them responded to his call. One of the 
three has a dog, 110\\~ever, and as it's grow~ 
ing lighter every minute you'll see that l\-,.e 
ha,ren't -a moment to lose if we wi.sh to give 
them. the slip.'' 

She had scarcel_y finisl1ed speaking before 
the det.ecti)'·e ahd his three companio11s, 
accompanied by the dog, scrambled over the 
'\\·oodcn fence \\,.hich divided the fielcl from 
the rail,,~ay cutting. For an instant~but 
only for an instant-the darkness baffled 
them; tl1en the dog gave vent to a lo\\", 
fierce ,gro,vl, and dashed a,vay in the direc­
tion of the gate at the end of the field. 

'' Tl1ere thev nre ! I can see them no\v !" 
shouted Nelson Lee grimly. '' Three men 
and a ,,·oman, making for that gate!~' 

'' It's all tip now,'' groaned the Squire. 
'' ,,7 e can't possibly shake them off before 
,ve 1·each tlie stile; so that, even tho11gh 
they may not be able to overtake tts, ,ve 
sl1all simply lead them straight to my l1ouse. '' 

'' Ne, ... er !'' said the Chief, bet"'een ~liis 
clencl1ed teeth. . '' We must preserve the 
secret of l"Our house, " 1hate,,.er happens!'' 

'' Bt1t how?'' demanded the Sq11ire. 
,s,ve must not go near tl1e house .. until 

Vle',,.e shaken them off,'' said the Chief. ''.As 
soon as l\"e reach the road we must divide 
011r forces and disperse in different direc-­
tions. Y 011 and Ursula must turn to t-l1e 
right; the Doctor and I will turn to the 
left.'' 

'' I 11nderstand, '' said the Squire. '' If ,ve 
can't sha•ke them off, I am to shoot them.~' 

'' ExactlJ", '' said the Chief. l 

' ' B11t v,·l1at about yott and the Doctor?'' 
asl,ed tl1e Sq11ire. ''Neither of J"OU l1as a 
reYol,,.er, ,vhile Nelson Lee is sure to be 
nrmed. '' 

'' Don't yot1 "\\"orry about us,'' said the 
Chief. '~ Y ot1r bt1siness is to· take care of 
Lady Ursula. The Doctor and I are quite 
capable of taking care of ourselves.'' · 

By this time they had reached the gate, 
and a moment later they were racing down 
the descrt,ed road, the Squire and Lad}· 
Urst1la to the right; the Chief and the 
Doctor to tl1e left. 

'' What, sl1all ,ve do now?'' panted one of 
Nelson Lee's companions. ''Which couple 
do V."e follow?'' 

''Both!'' said the detective, as he vaulted 
over the gate. '' You two follow the Sq11ire 
and Lady U rstila, and ,ve t\vo "',.ill follo,v 
the Chief nnd the Doctor.'' 

\Vithout a ,vord the t,vo men he a<ldrcssccl 
-one of ,,·horn was the o,vner of the dog, 
which, . nat.ttrally, followed hi~~,vheele_d 
ro11nd to the right and set out. 1n p~rst11 t 
of the Sqttire and his companion. For 
nearly l1alf a mile they chased t.h~m thro1,gl1 
the ever-brig.htening gloom., ga1n1ng groi1nd 
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at every stride ; then the Squire suddenly 
turned at bay and ope11ed fire with Lady 
Ursula's re,rolver. 

The dog rolled o,,.er, a bt1llet through his 
heart; one man dropped dead, the second 
shot piercing his brain; the other lost the 
tip of an ear, and immediately tt1rned and 
fled. 

A quarter of an hour later the Squire and 
Lady Urstila had crossed the park and \\,.ere 
snf e inside tho house. 

I N the meantime tl1e Chief and t.he Doc­
tor were sprinting down the road in 
the opposite direction, ,vith Nelson Lee 
and his ne,v.:fo11nd ally in close pursuit. 

The latter was a ~~011ng Oxford under­
graduate named Rl1odes, wl10 had distin­
guished himself the year before in the inter­
university sports. In the ordinary ,vay, both 
ho and Nelson Lee could l1a,·e given their 
opponents a hundred yards in half a mile 
and beaten t.hen1 every ti1ne ; but on the 
present occasion fear had le11t ,vings to the 
fugitives' feet, and althot1gl1 their pursuers 
· strained every nerve, the distance between 
the hunters a11d the httnted at the end of 
tlte fi19st mile v.'as much the same as \Vhen 
the chase started. 

This state of affairs was anytl1ing b1-1t 
pleasing to Nelson Lee, ,vho had been look­
ing forward to an easy and a speedy cap­
ture. At the ·same time, it was still less 
pleasing to the Chief and the Doctor. It 
was true that _ their purslters were not .gain­
ing on them, but it was equally true that 
they themselves were not increasing their 
lead. And there was not mt1ch consolation 
in the thought that they were. only just 
l1olding their own when the . rosy light of 
the dawn ,vas steadily creeping across the 
sky; when already the smoke "·as beginning 
io issue from the cl1imneys of the neigh• 
bouring f annhouses; when before ,·ery long 
the fields and roads would ·be dot.ted '\\·ith 
farm-fabourers, who would only need a11 
appealing shout from Nelson Lee to thro,v 
do,vn their implements and joi11 in tl1e cl1ase. 

'' We must separate,'' gasped the Chief. 
·4•Jt's our only chance of shaking them off. 
At the bottom of this hill the road divides. 
You take the tum 011 the right, and make 
for that wood. I'll ta·ke the turi1 on tpe 
left and try to find co,,er in tl1e neighbour­
hood of the old mill.'' 

The Doctor nodded his agree111c11t-he l1a<l 
110 breath ]eft for "~ords-a11rl as soon as 
they rcacned the foot of the hill ,he swer1led 
to the right n11d co11tin1.1ed his flight alone. 

'' Hallo, they've parted ·company!" cried 
Nelso11 I~e, as soon as he percei,·ed this 
f 1·esh manoouvre. '' ... .\re you game to tackle 
the Doctor single-handed?''· 

'' R.ather !'' said Rhodes. 
'' Then yott take the Doctor and I'll take 

the Chief,'' said Nelso11 Lee. '' If yo11 
manage to overtake hi1n, do11't stand on cerc­
:01ony. '' 

More tl1an this the detective had not time 

to say, for by the time he bad finished speak­
ing th~y had· reached the bottom of the hill. 

In accordance with Nelson Lee'a instruc­
tions, Rhodes took the turn on the right a11d 
chased the Doctor to a densely wooded copse 
which adjoi11ed the Squire's park. By the 
time the Doctor gained the shelter of t,110 
wood his pursuer was lesa than fifteen :ya1·ds 
bel1ind. But that, unfortunately, was the 
full extent of the young Oxonian's st1cce~s. 
As he vattlted over the lo,v stone wall ,,lhich 
divided the wood from the fields, he cat1ght 
his foot in a trailing bramble and measured 
his length on the ground. 

When he t1·ied to rise, he found to his 
dis1nay t-hat he had twisted his ankle. 
Despite tl1e pain, he struggled gamely 011; 
bttt at e, .. ery stride the ga:p bet,veen himself 
and the Doctor i11creased 1n length t111til at 
last he lost sight of him altogether. 

Twenty minutes . later the · Doctor ,vas 
shaking hands with the Squire and LaclJ 
Ursula in the dra,ving-room of the Squire's 
hottse. Three of the four had made good 
their escaJJe. llut ,vhat of the fourth-the 
Chief? 

'' ,,~hen I left l1i111," said the Doctor, "l1e 
,vas making for the ruined mill in the hope 
of finding cover. It's only a quarter to six. 
There ,voti't be many ~ople abroad at tl1is 
hour of the morning. What d'yo11 say if \\"e 
go out to meet him? Nelson Lee is a pretty 
big handful for one lone man-even for a man 
like the Ohief-to tackle by himself, and it's 
quite on the cards that we might fall in ,Yith 
them in time to lend him a helping hand.'' 

"All right; I'm game!" said the Squire, 
opening a drav.·er and producing a pair of 
revolvers. '' It's a bit risky to ventt1re ot1t 
so soon after what has happened; but he'd 
do as much for us." 

A,fea11while, the Chief was badly needing 
help, for Nelson Lee was gaining on him. 
After parting with. the Doctor, he xept to t.l1e 
road for a matter of three or four ht111clred 
yards; tl1en he suddenly swerved to the left, 
vaulted over a five-barred gate, 'and took to 
his heels do,vn the steeply-sloping side of a 
thickly-,vooded ravine. . 

At the bottom of this ravi11e ,vas a dee11 
and 1·apid stream, spanned by a rickety foot­
bridge. The Chief's idea was to cross the 
stream and demolish the bridge befo1·e the 
detecti,,.e overtook him. If 011Jy he cot1ld 
accomplish this-so he argued to himself-tl1e 
detective's £ 11rther progress would be bar1·ed. 
He '\\·ot1ld not be able to leap across the 
stream; it ,,,.as too wide. He V.'ot1ld 11ot be 
able to ford it; it was too deep. He ,vot1ld 
11ot e,·e11 be able to s,vim across, for the 
stream ran like a mountai11 torre11t between 
t,vo high a11d perpendict1lar ba11ks, ,vhicl1 11ot 
even a cat cot1ld l1ave scaled. 

• 
It ,,~as true that there was anotl1er briclgo 

lo,,·er do,v11 tl1e stream; bt1t by the tin1e tl1e 
detective had made his way to t.his seco11d 
briclge, ,vhich ,,·as nearly half a mile awny, 
the Cl1ief \\"ould ha,·e taken to his heels in 
the opposite direction, and fu1·ther pursuit 
\\'Ot1ld be Otl l of the qull6tion. 
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Fired by tl1esc hopes~ the C~hief pt1t on n11 
extra spurt, a11d gained the bridge fttll fifty 
,rards al1eacl of the detecti,·e. Tl1e i11stant 
he 1·eached tl1e otl1er side he set to ,vork · ,vith 
feverisJ1 l1ast.e to tear 11p the rotter1 planks of 
, .. ,.l1iel1 tl1c bridge ,vas co1nposed. Half a 
dozen blo,,·s ,vith an axe ,,·011ld have done the 
work in as many seconds; bttt as he only· had 
his ha11ds ,,·i th ,vhich to ,vork, his task "~as 
but half-con1pleted ,,~hen Nelson Lee came 

• 
1--t1nn111g 1111. 

"(~ot , .. ol1-at last.!" cried N e1son I~ee, as 
l1e bounded 011 to the bridge. 

But l1e l1acl spoken too soon. As soon as 
tl1e rieliet.y strt1ctt1re recei·ved his ,veigl1t it 
l)egar1 to s,vay from sicle to si<Je; and an 
instant later-jtist as the cleteetive reached 
t hC' 111i(lllle-it tojJplcd 
o,·er like a hottse of 
cards and fell ,vith a 
splash i11to the stream. 

broadened ottt into u large square sheet of 
,vater, v."hich had formerly done dl1ty as a 
mill dam. At. one end of t.he dam ,,,as a 
,veir a11d tl1e re1.1ains of a mammoth ll"ater• 
,vl1cel; a11d close beside the ,vater.,v}1eel, 
fringing the edge of -tl1e dam, was a long, 
low ro,v of roofless buildings, f 1·om the centre 
of \\'hich 1~ose the n1ined tower of tl1e dis­
t1sed mill. 

Until tl1ey reached tl1e dam, both Nelson 
Lee and the Chief had no alternative but to 
let the current ca1·ry them along at its O\Yn 
S\veet ,viii. The mome11t they entered the 
dam, ho,vever, the Chief tt1rned over on his 
side and strticl( ot1t for the nearest bank. The 
detective lost 110 time in follo\\·ing st1it, nr1d 
before tl1c Chiei l1ad co, .. ered t,venty yards the 

detectiv·e was close be­
hind him. 

Fortttna.telv", t h e .... 
s,va)·ing of the bridge 
]1ad ,varned the dc­
tert i ,-e of ,vhat "·as 

Bound to 
a Wrecll, 

the water creeping slowly 
up - up - unill it will 
soon wash over the 
helpless victims' heads. 

Suddenly, to Nelson 
Lee's amazement, his 
opponent dived and 
vanished below the stir­
£ ace. When lie re-­
appeared he had· a 
knife in his hand, ancl~ 
almost bcf ore tho d<?· 
tcctive had time to 
realise what l1ad hn.r,­
pened, the Chief maae 
a lightning di\"C · to• 
wards him and ai1ned a 
blow at his face . 

coming, a 11 d t h e 
n1ornent 110 felt it 
giving ,vajT beneat-h his 
,vcight ho pressed his 
ell10,vs to J1is sides and 
took: a flyi11g -Jeap 
for,varcl. 

No rescue in sight-doomed to an awful 
death. Such is the fate that overtakes 
Nelsob Lee and Nipper In next week's 
Sensational Detective-Thriller :-

1'Iean"'·l1ilc, tl1c Cl1ief 
l1ad risen to his feet 
ancl ]1acl tt1rnecl to bolt 
for it. Upon hearing 
the splasl1 of the fall­
i11g bridge he sp11n 
ro11nd on his heel jtist 
in time to see tl1c de• 
tecti,·o land on l1is feet 
on t l1c ,·er~: edge of the 
lln nk. 

'~The BROTHERHOOD 
of VENGEANCE!'' . 

Here Is a story that ls thrill-packed 
from beginning to end - a story of 
Oriental revenge, sinister mystery and 
dramatic adventure on the South Coast. 

Quick as thought th(' 
detecti, .. e dived --and 
came up on the ot.her 
side. With a couplo of 
rapid over-arm strokes 
he approached the 
Chief from behind and 
dealt him a blow ,vl1icl1 
sent his ,vcapon ft:ying 
from his hand. \Vith a 
savage oath, the Chief 

It [will keep you In sus­
pense ! It will thrill JOU ! 
It's a winner I Don't miss 
It-

-Next 
Week! 

,,yit.11 a snarl of 
l1affled rage, tho Cl1icf 
rushed at tl1e detective and gave him a ,riolent 
p11sh. l11sti11ctivelJ", Nelson Lee thre,v 011t 
J1is hands ancl clutched at the Chief by the 
lapel of l1is coat. For one brief i11stant tliey 
s,vayed and reeled on the brink of the chasm; 
then tl1e ground gave ,vay beneath the detec­
t.i,"e's feet, and bot}1 l1e and his assailant 
fell l,ack,Yards into the st.ream, locked in each 
other's embrace! --

CHAPTER 4. 
At Bay in the Ruined Mill! 

T HE footbridge had bee11 tl1ro,vn ncross 
the stream at its narro,\"est and 
deepest point, and so fiC'rce ,, .. as tl1e 
c11rrent at tl1is partic11lar spot tl1at tl1e 

instant the t,1ro men st.r11ck the lvnter they 
were seized, as it "·ere, in a ,~ice-like grip that 
'dragged them ottt of each otl1er's arms and 
s11cked them under, flung tl1em to the surface 
again, and ,vl1irled them nv.ay at n pace 
,vhich tl1ey ,ve1·e po,verless to control or to 
~~- . 

By-and•hy, ho\\'ever, the stream gre,v ,Yider 
nnd the curre11t slo,ver 11ntil nt 1nst it 

spun rottnd and flt1ng 
his arms arot1nd tho detective's neck. The 
next inst-ant they ,vere l\'Prithing and strug­
gling in the m11d and slime at the botto1n 
of the dam. 

Nelson Lee ,vent thro11gl1 mental agonies 
in tl1e next few mintttes. It was obvious that 
the Chief had at last abandoned all hope of 
escape. He had resigned himself to his fate. 
He had come to the conclusion that he was 
doomed to die-either by dro\\,.ning or at the 
hands of the hangman-and he had made llP 
his mind that he ,vot1ld die by dro,vning, and 
that Nelson Lee sl1ould perish with him. 

\\7ith this end in vie,v, he made no attemp_t 
to strike at Nelson Lee, bt1t contented hirn­
self ,vith clinging ot tho detective's neck for 
the pt1rpose of preventing him rising to the 
sttrface. In ,,.ain the detective wriggled and 
strained and p1tlled and p11shed. In vain ,1e 
seized l1is assaila.nt's arms and stro,"e to tear 
tl1em as11nder. Despair had endowed the 
Cl1ief ,vit,h almost s11perh11man strength, and 
ne,·er for an instant did his murderous and 
1·emorseless grip relax. 

In the agony of his despair-for he .felt 
that tl1e l1orrors of sttffocat1on ,,,.ere rapidly 
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ci-eepi11g over hi1l1-t.he. cletect_i,re clencl,1ed his 
fists and drove the1n into his ene1ny s face 
vlith all t.he strength of \\'hioh he ,,?as capable. 
Agai11 arid again he repeated this manret1vre, 
till at last, with a g11rgling 111oan, the C1liief 
rolled over a11d lapsed i11to lt11consciousness. 

Like an ar1-ow from a bo,v the detective 
shot up,vards to the surf ace. Half a dozen 
deep-drawn draughts of tl1e cool, fresh, morn­
i11g ai1· revived his flagging energies and 
cleared his clouded brain. Then once agai11 
he dived do,vn to the muddv botton1 of the 
dam, ,vhere he gripped tl1e Chief by the 
collar of his coat, dragged him to the su1·face, 
s,vam to the bank, a11d l1atiled his priso11er 
rushore. 

For a 111ome11t l1e feared tl1at the Chief hacl 
succumbed ; but a closer inspection re,·ealed 
the fact t-hat his heart ,, .. as still beating, 
though feebly and at irregt1lar i11ter, .. als. L111-
mindful of l1is o,vn disco1nfort, tl1e detective 
pro1nptly set to "\\"Ork at artificial respiratio11. 
111 the 111idst of l1is task, a11d just as the Chief 
was sho,ving signs of rett1r11i11g cor1scio11s11ess, 
a cheerfttl ,vl1istle ,vas heard; a11d a 111on1e11t 
lat.er ~l shock-l1eaded JTot1tl1, '"'·ith a pickle-jar 
and a primitive fishir1g-rod, climbed over the 
wall '"·l1ic}1 divided the road fro1n the stone• 

; flagged enclosttre in front of tl1e mill. 
lJpo11 seeing Nclso11 Lee k11eeli11g beside t.l1e 

1111cor1sciot1s Cl1ief, tl1e boy immediately 
dropped l1is tackle a1ld took to his heels • 

.. Hi, come back! I sl1an't l1urt you!" 
shottted Nelsor1 Lee. '' I'll pay :)·ou ,veil to 
1'1111 a n1essage for me.-'' 

So1newl1at -reluctar1t]:y tl1e bo,,. pulled ttp a11d 
retraced l1is steps to,\·ards t1he~ dan1. 

H What is the 11earest ·village, a11d ho,v far 
a\\-·ay is it 't'' asked the dctecti,·e. 

.. Abhe)·vale, sir-about t,,-o 111iles a,vaj·. ~, 
,. Rigl1t, '' said N elso11 Lee. '' You b11zz off 

tl1ere as 11ard as you ca11 !40, fi11d · the police• 
inan, a11d tell l1im that you',1 e come fron1 
Mr. Nelso11 Lee, the London det.ecti,~e. Tell 
hi111 il1at I'1i1 up at tl1is old mill, and that 
I've ca.Jltured tl1e Cl1ief of tl1e Order of tJ1e 
Ri11g. The Cl1ief of tl1e Order of the Ring. 
Ca11 __ yot1 1·e111e111ber that?~, 

•' Yes, sir. " 
'' \"'" ery ,,·ell. Tell l1i111, too, that in) .. 

11risoner is ·very ill, a11d ca11not 11ralk, so tha.t 
l1c'd better llri11g a doctor ,vitl1 hin1 and a 
car of son1e sort. Do :you understa.11d 
,vl1at--'' 

In the midst of his sentence he st1dde11Iy 
pat1sed1 for at that 1110111er1t a fai11t ar1d far-­
off cry fell 011 his ears. 

.. Coo-ec ! Coo~ee ! "· 

HY it was ·t11e detective could ne,·er 
aftenvards e:xplai11; but the· moment 
he heard . that cry a Sttdden SUS• 

·.~ . · picion flashed into his mind that it 
,:,f<?1·~boded danger. In order to put his sus• 
p1c1on to the test, he sprang to hia· feet and 
1~nn ~wards the ruined mill, bidding the 
:astonished boy to wait "~}1e1·e lie .. was until 
he came baclc. · · · 

H·e· darted th~olugh th~ d~rless--doorway at 
.tl1e ~O<?t- of. the- tc)wer and round himself in 
a gloon1y, milde,ved room ·. ,vhich had 

formerly· served as the macl1i11e-roo~ On 
the far side of tl1is 1'00111, opposite the door­
,va;,,, "·as a long a11d partly den1olishecl 
ladder, \\"l1icl1 led through a trapdoor i11 tho 
.'\\,.oode11 roof to _tl1e room abo,,.e. Qui•lering 
,vit.h exciteme11t, he sprang up this ladder, 
picked }1is ,vay across the mot1ldering floor, 
and peered throt1gh a slit-like wi11dow i11 
the tov.·cr ,val]. 

Frorn this elevated position .J1e l1ad an 1111in­
terrupted vie,\· of the ,vhole countryside to 
the east of the mill. An artist \\·011ld ,J1a,·e 
re,Telled in tl1e , .. ie,,,., yet Nelson Lee sa,v 
11one of it. All that he saw ,vas a couple 
of men, acco1npa11ied · by a hloodho1111d, 
saunteriug do\\·11 the road to,vards tl1e n1ill. 
T·hey ,vere fully three-quarters of a n1ilo 
awa:r, :ret cve11 at that distance he 1·ecog-
11ised then1 at a gla11ce. 

For t.he figl1res were those of the Doctor 
and the Sctllire, a11d they ,,-ere evide11tly 
looki11g for the Chief. 

S,\·i f t1J", :ret ,,·ithot1t anJ,~ u11dt1c haste, t.J1e 
detective descended the ladder a11d retl11·11e<I 
to the SJJOt ,v here he hacl left the Chief a11cl 
l1is ne,,r-fou11d J"Ot1ng frie11d. 

""t\i"hich is the ,vay to Abbeyvale ?'' lie 
asked. 

" Tl1at ,,,.a:y·, '' said· the ho}', poi11ti11g i11 the 
opposite directio11 to th,t in ,vhicl1 the Doc­
tor and the Squire ,, .. ere approachi11g. 

T11e detective !heaved a sig;1 of relief. He 
l1ad feared tl1at the boy migl1t have had to 
}lass tl1e t,\~o n1er1 on his ,vay. 

'' Here's a ten-shilli11g .note for yo11, '' l1e 
sai<l, t.l1rt1sting it·· i11to his hand. '' I J1a ve 
a11other -r n1essagc for the Abbeyvale police--
111an. ~ Otl must tell !him all I t-0ld yo11 
before, but you mt1st also tell l1im that l1c'd 
better collect nbot1t half a dozen J1elpers 
fro1n the ,rilla.ge and -bring them along v.itl1 
him. There are t\\,.o men con1ing. dol\"Il the 
road· ,vho a.re friends of the Cl1ief's,. a11d if 
the~T fi11<l hiin l1ere they'll stick at 11othi11g to 
pre,·ent his arrest." 

'' All rigl1t, sir; I'll tell l1im," said the 
bo)1 • "A car, a doctor, and l1alf a dozcr1 
1ne11. That's all, isn't it?" ·· 

' ' Tl1at's all,'' said Ne1so11 J"ee. '' ExPept 
t11at he's got to look sharp! Now., go. Rur1 
all the ,vay, ,111d don't stop a min11tc for an:y­
thi11g or an)1 bod}.,, ! ,, 

Tl1e boy climbed over the cr\1mbling'" ,vall 
and Ya11isl1ed do\\"n the road. The detec­
tive the11 stooped down, raised the still u11-
conscious Chief in pis arms, and partly 
carried l1im, partly dragged him, in~o the 
ruined mill. By di11t of· he1·oic · exertio11s l1e 
carried him llp the ladder into tlie i11ncr 
room, ,vhere l1e laid him on the floor n11d 
bo11nd l1im i1and and foot by mea~s o·f l1i~ 
braces, a leather belt, a necktie, and a 
pocket ha11dkerchief. 

'' C-Oo-ee ! Coo-ee t ,., . 
Again the cry came floating .. down tl1e 

,vind. The detecti,.,,e· walked· over to the 
l\,...indo,v, and onco more took a ha·sty ·'st1r,·ey 
·of the scene ot1tside. .The Squire·. and the 
· · (Continued on pag~ 14.l 
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Doctor -,,verc the11 about a quarter ·of a mile . . 
a,va.y. · 

Ile exa111i11e<l · t11e ladder a11cl tried . to 
,,.,rench it £1·0111 its fastenings. Finding· that 
it ,vas too fir111ly fixed, he ga,·e up the 
att~1npt a11d took -out his 1·e,~olver. He 
e1n.ptied out tl1e cart~idges and dried the!Il 
as ,,~ell as he could. He replaced t.hem 1n 
the 1·evol,,.er a11d ~ on~e more stole ro· the 
,vindow. 

.. , Coo-ec ! f!oo-ee !''· 
TJ1e t\\'O 111e11 \\""ere looki11g over the "\\"all 

,,·l1ich divided tl1e 1nill~ard fro1n tl1e road. 
'fl1ey gla11cecl at tl1e mill and said s~mething 
i,vl1ich lie cottlcl 11ot catch. Then the Doctor 
raised the l1loodl1ound i11 his · · arn1s a11d 
<lroppe<l him over the "?all. 

Hy so1nc st.range instinct t.he animal 
lJou11ded straight to the spot on the edge of 
1l1e dam ,vJ1ero the Chief had recently lain. 
Ile s11iffecl at tl1e still dan1p patch on the 
ground; t.l1e11 lie t-hrew 11p his· handsome head 
a11<l · ga,·e ,·e11t to • a deep-throated, n1usical 
bay. 

'' I ,visl1 I l1ad Nipper and \Volf here,'' 
JlllTttered Nelso11 Lee. "'Bt1t ,vl1at's the use 
,.Jf l1oping? They're at St. Fra11k's ar1d I'm 
l1ere; ir1 a tigl1t corner!" 

111 tlic t,,fir1kli11g of a11 e:ye the Sqt1ire and 
tl1e Doctor ,vcre ov·er the "·all n11d standi11g 
l)e~ille t lie great dog. 

'' Seek hi1n, boj.r-scck l1in1 ! " Cl'ied the 
Sqt1i111e i11 a hoarse,· excited· ,·.oicc. · ·· · · · 

And almost before the ,vords ,vere Ollt of 
l1is mot1th tl1e . 'bloodl1otir1d . darted•:_ to,va rtls 
the _rt1ined mill, ""·ith ~he ~quire. ~·an.~ . the 
Doctor at his l1cels. 

-- . . 
• CHAPTER 5. 

• , 
. . 

Trapped!· 

N ELSON L'EE stepped back from tJ1e 
,vi11do,v and pulled out hi~· 1'evolve1· . 

· '' I'1n afraid it ,, .. on't be. of very 
.. • mt1ch ttse, '' lie muttered to 'himself a~-. 

he rt1efully·· examined · ~t. '' Ho,ve, ... e.r, thei•e's 
al,val'~s the bt1tt e11d to fall bac-k . on." 

.He glanced at the Cl1ief, who was ]~~i11g··I11 
a huddled, half --unconscious heap in· one 
cor11er of tl1e room. The11 he glided across 
to the ope11 trapdoor--which '\\.,as 111erel;· a 
hole i11 the floor-azid threw hiinsclf · flat 01i 
his face beside it. · · ~ 

Scarcely had he do11e so ere the · Docto·r 
and tl1e Sqtlire, preceded by th;e blpodho1111d, 
rt1shed into the room below. They k11e,v 
nothi11g of ,vhat had l1appened sir1cc tl1e 
Chief and the Doctor· parted compa11~r, a11d 
co11scqt1e11tl~? they- ,vere still in the <lark as 
to ",,l1ether the Chief had su'Cceeded i11 sl1a k­
i11g off the ··detective, or \\~l1etl1er he }1ud 
been capt.tired. Tl1ey k11e\\", fro111 tl1e l1e-­
l1a,.,iottr of tJ1e bloodhot111d, that tl1c Cl1icf 
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had been at the ruined mill; b11t whether 
he was ·still there, or wl1ether he had left, 
was a queation upon whioh they still had 
to be enlightened. · 

Upon this latt.er point ho,vever, the blood­
hound seemed to have no doubt whatever. 
For the moment he entered the rttined mill 
he bounded straigh·t to the foot of the 
ladder, where he executoo a aeries of frantic 
leaps, whilst at the same time he made the 
place re-echo with his plaintive howls and 
excited yelps. - · 

The Squire thrust the dog aside and began 
to mot1nt t-he rickety ladder. The detec­
tivo cle11cl1ed his teeth and waited until the 
Squire,, head came into view through the 
hole in the floor. Then he .clubbed the 
weapo11 and brought it down with all his 
&trengili on tl1e Squire's head. Partly from 
the force of the blow, partly from astonish­
ment, the Squire staggered back, and all 
hut overbalanced hiD188lf. By a super­
huma11 effort lie saved himself from falling, 
bitt the blow liad evidently dazed him, and 
for quite a couple of seconds he clung to the 
ladder and blinked at Nelson Lee with an 
air of almost comical stupidity. 

Once more the detective raised l1is re• 
voll .. or, but the action seemed to ga-lvanise 
the Squire into life again, and before Nelson 
Lee could deal him a second blow, he gripped 
the ladder with his arms aJtd legs_ and slid 
to the bott.om like a ftaah of lightning. 

'' Who was there? Who· struck you?'' 
-gasped tl1e Doctor in sl1eer amazement, not 
11nmixed ,,~itl1 fright. 

''Nelson Lee,'' repl~ed tho Sqttire, tenderly 
rt1bbin·g tho lump on his head. "And the 
Chief's up there, too. He's unconscious, I 
thit1k, for he's lying perfectly still in one 
corner of the roon1." 

'' Is he bottnd ?'' 
'' I cot1ldn't see.'' 
'' And Nelson Lee-is lie arn1ed ?'' 
'' He has a revolver, but it's no use. Cart­

ridges dam.p, I think. He himself is soak­
ing \\·et, so that probably his gttn is in the 
same condition. At any rate, lie l1ad to 
clt1b me vJ-itb it." 

Tl1e Dootor pondered over tl1is information 
for a n1oment or two in sile11ce. 

''There's no chance of rushing l1im, I sttp• 
i pose ? '' l1e aslced at last. 

"Not tl1rot1gh that trapdoor,'' said tl1e 
Sqttire. 

·'Then ~rl1at do ~you propose to do?', 
asked tl1e Doctor. 

'
1 I propose, in tl1e first place, tl1at we go 

outside a11d have a loo1i: rottnd, '' said the 
Squire. 

Suitin-g tl1e action. to the ,, .. 01'd, he led 
tlie '\"RY into the mill yard ot1t.side. The 
v.~i11dn1ill tO\\"Cr as already stated, ,vas situ­
ated in tl1e middle of a lo11g l"O\\r of roofless 
buildings v.·hich !1ad formerly served as l\·orlt­
shops .a11d g1"anaries. It -Ylas still bedecl{ed 
wit.l1 td1e rem11ants of its sails, ,vl1icl1 l1ad 
evident.Iv l,een used ,,·l1en tl1e ,, .. aters of the 
stt·ealll clicl riot l"llil strongly e11ough t.o tt1rn 
tt,e g1'cut \\")\eel~ Tl1e to,,·er itself ,va.s 

divided into three oom1lartments, one above 
the ot-h~r. The loweet of the tl11'eo ,vas tJ1e 
room in which the detective and hifl priaoner 
were. And above that, under the dome­
a~aped cap of the tower, was another room, 
l1gnt.ed by a couple of narrow, oblong w~n• 
dows. • 
_ ,. I wonder if it would be possible to get 
1n~o that room at the top of the tower?'' 
said the Squire thoughtfully. -~' It certainlv 
wouldn't be possible if Nelson J~ec could 
shoot, but, seeing that his revolver is out of 
order, I don't see w.by it ahouldr£'t be done. 
At any rate, I'll have a t-ry. Wait l1era 
until I come back... · · 

11'H both hand• the Squire hauled 
himself up one of the sails of the 
windmillt inch by inch, until he 
1 .. eached the dome-shaped cap of tl1e 

tower, w11ere he wriggled througl1 one of tlie 
windows, and vanished from the Doct-or~a 
aight. 

Nelson Lee, of course, was an interested 
spectator of the greater part of the Sqt1ire'a 
ascent, for the latter, as he s,varmed tip t-l1e 
ea.ii, passed close to the window of the room 
in which the detective "~u mounting gt1ard 
over the Chief. As the Squire had t.rtily 
said, if the detective's revolver had not bee11 
rendered t1seless by the water of the dam, 
it would have been an eaay matter for the 
detective to have shot the daring climber 
as he passed tho window. 

As it was the Squire reacl1ed the top of .. the 
to,ver safely and vanished throug.h one of t-he 
windows of tho upper room. For nearly 
a minute he remained inv·isiblc, then the 
Doctor sa,v l1im emerge and begin to climb 
down again. 

'' It's all right ~ \\"" e',re got him no,v ! '' h~ 
said, a.a soon as he reached the Doctor's side. 
'' The floor of that room at the top of the 
mill is tl10 roof of the room below, of cottrse. 
In t.he middle of it there's an opening, ,vhicli 
h.as evidently been constrttcted to scr,?c as 
a. manhole or ventilator. Being in tlic 
middle of the floor, it commands an t1ninter­
rupted view of tho ,vhole room beneath, so 
that I could not only see the Chief a11cl 
Nelson Lee, but also the top of the ladder 
,~ .. hich leads 11p from the room below.,,_ 

'' But, if :)'OU could see Nelson Lee, wl1y 
didn't yol1 shoot him?'' growled the Doctor. 

'' I l1adn"t time. He was took qt1ick for 
me,'' said tl1e Squire. ~' As soon .as lie saw 
my face at the ventilator he darted into tl1c 
corner and hid himself behind tho Chief. 
If I had fired at him I sl1ot1ld havo shot the 
Chief. Hol\Tever, it doesn't matter. We've 
got him, no,v, all rigpt. All ,vo've got to 
do is this : I'll climb back into that tipper 
room, and you must into the lo,ver room ia.ncl 
station yo11rself at the foot of the la.ddcr. 
The moment yo11 hear me sl1out yott 111ust 
rttsh ttp the ladder as fast as you cn.11 . ,, 

'' And get knocked on tho head like ~..-ot1 
\\·ere I'' said the Doctor. 

'' D011't be mad!" said the Squire, for tl10 
second time. ''·Haven't I j11st tol~ you that 
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tl1e , .. entilator in the upper room look.s down 
on the top of tho ladder? If Nelsol? Lee 
,attempts to go near the ladder I shall s1mp~y 
shoot him dead on tho s~ot. If, .he stays 1n 
the corner behind the Chief you 11 enter the 
room and co·ver him with your revolver. I 
shall then jt1mp down and join ~'ou, and it'll 
be ·a· fun11y thing if we c.an't ove:rpo,ver him 
l1etween t1s-especially as we are armed and 
J1e is not. B11t we're "~.asting time. Are 
)'Ott game to carry ottt my plan?'' 

'' I am," sa:id the Doctor griml)'. 
'' Then off ~ro11 go,'' said the Squire. 

'' Post yourself at t:hc bottom of the ladder 
and remain tl1erc u·ntil you l1ca.r me shout." 

\Vithout a ,vord the Doctor turned on his 
,heel and disap1)eared into the room at the 
foot of the to,ver, where the bloodhound was 
1Still making frantic attempts to scale_ the 
ladder. The Squire then repeated his peri­
lot1s climb, and once more squeezed himself 
i11to the l1ppermost room of the mill. Re­
volver in ha11d,1 ,he stole to t.l1c edge ~f the 
,·cntiJator, and catttiousl:y peered into the 
room belo,v. Then ia, cunning smile lit up his 
face. The detective was still crouching in 
the corner, ttsing tl1e half-unconscious form 
of the Chief as a. screen. · 

''_Good-morning, llr. Lee,'' ~1,i<l the Squire, 
in jocular tones. '' Would :you mind moving 
a Ii ttll~ fart her along to the right, please, so 
that I can get a better view of :you! At 
IJ1·csent I can only see the heels of your boots, 
and it's no use shooting at those, you know." 

The_ deteqtive made no repl:y to this taunt. 
ing speech. As a matter of fact, it is doubt .. 
ful if he heard it, for his whole attention· 
was fixed on the . opening at the top ~~ the 
ladder. He µad gues.sed what his op.ponents 
mea11t to do, and !ie had for med· a plan that 
might, ,vitl1 lu<.lk, succeed in checkmating 
them. . 

''No\\', Doctor, come on!'' shouted the 
Squire, tho next moment. 

In answer to this summons, the Doctor 
-promptly rushed up. ·the ]adder at breakneck 
speed. Tl1e instant his head and· shoulders 
appeared through the opening the detective 
swiftly · ffuhg ot1t .l1is hand and (Sent l1is 
revol, .. cr ",.hizzing through the air. 

Trtie t9 - it.s ·aim, the missilQ str11ck tlie 
Doctor 1:?etween the ey.es, ~nd _ deluged hi~ 
f a(!e. ·,vi t~ b.lood. D~pi te .this,' ho\\·ever, lie 
plant~d one kµee on the edge of the . open­
ing, an-d began to scramble ·througl1, ,vhilst 
at the salf:le moment the detectiv·o ~~pt to 
his feet, and -dashed across the room. 

Crack, crack, crock I 
Three t-imes the Squire fired in less than 

as· many scco11ds. But the fierce excitement 
of· the moment, coupled ,vith ths rapidity 
of the detective's movements, marred his 
ain1, and each of his bullets fie"~ wide. The 
next inst.ant the detective had· seized the 
~octor lJy tl1e throat, end with one prodi­
gious effort, hacl hurled him dov.rn the ladder 
into the room below t · · · 

C 
. 

-. rack! 
... ~gai11 the Squire fired, jt1st as Nelson Lee 

,vas recoverihg his balance and -this time 
J . 

he made no mist.ake, for 11is bullet grazed 
along -the side· of the detective~s he.ad, an 
incJ1 or so behind the ear. The next ·moment 
he threw up his arms, and pitched .f or"'·ard 
0,1 l1is face. 

CHAPTER 6. 
In the Grip of the Law I 

F LUSHED ,vith triumph, the Sqt1ire 
thrust his revol, .. er into his pocket, 
,vriggled tl1rough tl1e ventilator, and 
Io,vered himself into the room, ,vhere 

he kicked, the detective's pro~rate form 
aside, and peered throt1gh the trapdoor~ 

'' Ilalio, there! Aro j'Ott }1urt?" he 
shotited. 

'' Badly,'' came tl1c answer, in a dole£ ul 
, .. oice. '' I've broken m)? leg, I think.'' 

'' I hope not,'' ej acttlated the Squire, as 
lie J1urried do,vn the ladder. '' Surely it's 
11ot so had as all tl1at?" 

'' I'm afraid it is, ti groaned t lie Doctor, 
v-.~ho was lying 011 his back at the foot of 
the ladder, with his left foot under l1in1. 
"Bt1t I'll tell you in a minute. Roll n1e 
ov-er on my side and straighten out n1y leg. 
Gently-yes, I thought so,'' he said, after 
rttnning his .hand do,vn his inj tired lin1b. 

'' It's broke11 jt1st aboYe tlic ankle.'' 
Tl1e Squire smotl1ered an oath, and gazed 

at his companion ,vith al) air of 1ningled 
exasperation and dismay. · · 

'' I'll }iaYc to fetch tl10 oar, now,'' he said. 
'' I'll tl1ro,v Lee's bod~, into the mill-pond, 
a.nd then I'll--'' -

His plans c11ded in a gasp r_,f alarn1, for 
at tliat moment the bloodhound in the room 
belo,,~ gave ,yent to a, warning growl. 

'' 801nebody must be corning this ,vay, '' 
muttered the sqttire, uneasily. '' Wonder 
,v 11a t the),. ,van t ? " 

Ile ",.alked to one of tho ,vindo\\,.s and 
looked ottt. Tl1ero ,vas nobody to he seen 
on that side of the mill. He darted across 
to the ,vindo,,~ in the other side. Then tie 
staggered back ,vith a low, hoarse cry of 
despair. · 

Con1i11g do,vn the road at a reckless speed 
,vas a. large, open touring car tl10.t seemed 
to be packed with men, ,vhilc conspicuot1s · 
amongst tho passengers ,Yas the helmet of o, 
pGliceman. 

For one brief instant· the Sqt1ire gaze at 
the approaching car in spellbou11d st-t1pefac­
tion. Then he sprang to the t\"'~P of the 
ladder and literall:y leapt do,vn into the 
room below. 

'' It never rains b11t it pours I'' lie g:i:~ped, 
addres~ing the Doctor in hurried, 1.ire.at1lless 
accents. '' Son1eboc]y must l1ave been hero 
before ,ve nrri,,.cd, and Nelson Lee tn,J.st have 
sent then1 to the ·village for help. T!-1e con­
stable ,vith a car-load of men ttre coraing 
down the road. and -they're l~ss tl1-cn ha.If a 
111ilc away! It's impossible for mo to get; 
yot1 a,vay before they arrive '' 

'' They'll arrest me and the Chief-if yclu 
leave us!'' moaned the Doctor, c'iriging to 
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t.ltt• 8q uirc' s sleeve ~,itl1 the desperation of a 
Q.fO\\rlling man, . 

~'' I kno,v they ,vill," said the Sqt1ire. 
'' And tl1e)r' 11 arrest me if I stay~ '' That's 
why I'm going. If I thought I could sa\"C 
you, I ,vot1ld stay to the bitter end· but I 
can't. Both yott and tl1e Cl1ief are b~und to 
be arrested no~", ,,,.l1ctl1cr I go or ,vhethcr I 
~ta.y: If I stay, they'll arrest me, too, and 
it l\'111 be out of my po"\\rer to render you any 
f u1,.ther assistan_ge. On the other hand, if I 
clear. ottt now, before it's t.oo late, there's a 
sport111g cl1ance tl1at I may be able to con• 
coct-. ~ome scl1eme for resetting yo11 at an 
~ar)~, d,ate. But listen! You can hear the 
car, IlO\'\r. It's time I \Vas off! One word 
before I go. Tell the Chief to employ Ran­
<lall , 7 ysc as tl1e solicitor to defend you botl1 
in the 11olice court. And now, good-bye t 
If all goes ,vell, j,.Ott'll l1ear from me before 
ver,y Jong! u 

He shoolc off tl1e Doctor's despai1·ing g1·asp 
and da1·t.ed 011t of the mill. With the blood­
l1ot1nrl at l1is heels, he glided rou11d to the 
er-id of tl10 dam and picked his way ac1·oss the 
,veir. {Jpon reacni11g the otner side he 
vaulted over n low stone ,vall and concealed 
himself behind a heap of fallen masonry. 

};'ro111 here he saw the car pull up and dis­
charge its excited occupants. He sa,v them 
clamber over the ,vall and swarm into the 
mill. He heard their shouts of amazement 
wl1en they found the crippled Doctor, and he 
heard their still inore clamorous cries ,vhen 
thoy discovered the Chief and Nelson Lee. 

He saw them carry the three men out and 
place t.hem in t.J1e car. He saw them drive 
away in the direction of the village ; then he 
rose tip from his hiding-place and stn1ck a 
bee◄line for his house. 

It was some \\'eeks after that the two 
pi-isdr1ers and Nelson Lee were able to appear, 
and even tl1en all that could be done was to 
co~mit the two rogues for trial at the Leeds 
Assizes. At that court both the Chief and the 
Doctor appeared quite calm and confident, 
althot1gh Nelson Lee, after all he had endured, 
was pale and shaken. 

Tl1c doctors at t.he hospital t1·ied to per­
flt1ade l1in1 to go· abroad and rest, but he re• 
fusecl point blank, saying that his work was 
still far from finished, and even the pleadings 
of Nipper, ,,,.ho came from St. Frank's to see 
}1im for a ,vhile, could not shake his resolve. 

"Tl1e end of the Order of the Ring has 
nol yet co1ne," he snid. 

CHAPTER 7. 

Rescued I 

T HE Sheffield station is a dismal-looking 
bttilding at the best of times, and on 
the morning ,vhen the Chief and the 
Docto11 ,vere due to be taken to Leeds, 

it ,•vas looking even more dismal than usual. 
At tl1e early l1011r of six a.m. the station 

and it.s approacl1es ,vere comparatively 
• 

deserted. On some of the platforms tl1ere 
was not a soul to be seen; on others there 
were one or t\\'O intending passengers, and 
here and there a porter or an official. In 
the covered portico outside were a cottple of 
.sleepy-eyed porters and a few ill-clad loafers. 
On the cab-rank \Vas a solitary taxi, the driver 
of which ,,,as seatecl at the 1vheel mttnching 
at a sand\\1ioh. 

Prese11tly another taxi came up, and Nels<Jn 
Lee s~epped ot1t. For once in. a \\ray t~l1e 
detective had done a foolish tl11ng. In de­
fiance of the doctor's orders, and in face of 
their advice, he had insisted upon taking his 
discharge from the hospital, and had dri,"e11 
do,vn to tl1e station with the a,,.owed i11tention 
of proceeding to Leeds by the same train as 
the Chief and the Doctor. No one knew 
better than he that he \\"as DOt yet strong 
enottgh to resume his work-that he ought to 
have l'emained in the hospital for at least 
another \\,,eek-but his anxiet_y lest the Chief 
and t,he Doctor should escape had induced him 
to take a step ,vhioh, in oalmer moments, l1e 
,,,.ould have been the first to condemn. 

He paid the driver nnd limped -into the 
first.class booking-office. By tl1e time he had 
taken his ticket he began to realise how V."eak 
he was, for his legs were trembling· u11der 
l1im, and his brow was bedewed. ,,7ith clammy 
perspiration. He sta~gered into the ref1·esh• 
ment buffet, and fortified himself ,vith a dose 
of brandy. Tl1en lie made his way to tli-e 
first-class waiting-room and rested himself. 

A moment or two later a mild sensation 
was created in the portico outside by the 
arrival of a smart car. The chauffeur was 
fair-haired, young, and handsome-little more 
than a boy to all oot\\"ard appearances-while 
the solitary paesenger was an elderly, well­
dressed man ,vith snow-white hair and 
flo,,,,.ing beard. 

The moment tl1e car pulled t1p one of the 
po1·ters hurried forward and touched bis cap. 

'' Any lt1ggage, sir?" he asked. 
u No, tl1anks,'' said· the old man as lie 

alighted. '' Is the Leeds train in yet?" 
'' No, sir; bt1t it's dtie in ten minttte~" said 

tl1e porter. • 
Tlie old man turned and said sometl1i11g 

in a lo,v voice to the young chat1ff eur. The 
latter promptly set the engine running again. 
but instead of driving away as the porter had 
expected him to do, he simply tttrned tl1e 
vehicle and had. it standing 1·eady to drive 
011t of the station yard ,vith the shortest 
possible delay. . 

The old man nodded hia ayprovnl, glanced 
round at the little grottp o loafers in tl1e 
portico, and marched into tl~e first-class 
booking-office . 

. " Single to Leeds, first-class,,, he said. 
The booking clerk handed him ot1t a ticket, 

which the old man paid for with a pound.note. 
Having received his cl1ange, he was tt1ming 
a,vay from the ,vindow when a figure glided 
up to him and tot1ched him on tl1e arm. The 
figt1re was that of Randall V_yse, the solicitor 
who had been engaged to defend the Cl1ief 
and the Doctor • 
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'' Or1e n101nent. l'\re some ne,vs for yott,,, 

F.aifl the Ia,vyer ir1 n lo\\", a8'itated whisper. 
The old man turned on him ,vith a sudde11 

blnze of anger. . · _ , 
"You fool! D'yott ,vant to ruin every­

tl1ing ?" l1e l1issdd. '' Didn't I tell you that 
)'"Ou ,vere11't to speak to me or to recognise 
1ne in ar1;"' ,va}" ,vhat ever?'' 

"I k110,v-I know," said the law:yer 
J1urriedly. "Bt1t I t-houg,ht you ,vot1ld like to· 
kno,v t.hat Nelson Lee is l1ere !,, 

'l1l1e Sqt1ire, for it was he, staggered bnck 
,vith a startled gasp of incred11lit~~. 

'' Nelson Lee! Impossible!" he exclaimed.· 
"You:re dreaming! I called at the hosp_ital 
last rug·ht on my v."ay home from yo11r office, 
a11d they told me he was goi11g on all right, 
but wouldn't l1e able to leave for another 
,veek at lenst !" · 

.. Maybe," said the la,v~·er curt.ly. '' B11t 
he's here -no,v, all the same. He came into 
the bt1ff et ,vhen I '\\'as there and ordered a 
glass of brandy. He looks a,vfully seedy, 
and I clon't think you haYe much to fear 
from hin1; b11t I thought I'd better tell :yot1 
he '\\ras here.,, 

"' Where is he no,v ?•• 
'' In the first-class ,vaiting-room.'' 
As the lawyer spoke the distant rumble of 

a hea,,y car ,vas heard. 
" Thn t' s the police ,·an,'' said the Squire 

l111rriedly ..• "Plant y:ourself outside the door 
of the '"a1t-1ng-room, and if Nelson Lee rushes 
out ,,,hen l1e hears the ro,v, trip him up, or 
get in his ,va:y. By hook or croolt contrive 
to dela}·. hi1n uDtil you hear our- car: start 
up, and after that you can leave t.}1e rest to 
lJrsn la and n1e." 

u U rsuln ?" gasped the. lawyer. '' Is Lady 
Ursula l1ere ? " 

''Certainly," said the Squire. "The yot1ng 
cl1auffeur-tl1at's Ursula I'' 

. As he t1tterecl these ,vords he tun1ed on his 
; heel and darted out into t.he pprtico. 

'' Hallo, ,vhat have ,ve got here?,, he ex .. 
claimed, addressing one of the _porters, and 
poi11ting to t.110 ,·ar1. "That's a Black Maria, 
isn't it?" 

'' Yes, sir,'' snid the porter '""ith a grin. . 
.. Is• coming J1ere ?'' 
"Yes, sir. Tl1ey're taking a batch of 

p1·isoners to Leeds for tl1e assizes. Out of 
the ,vay, )'OU chaps!" 

The last remark ,vaB nddressed to the half­
,Iozen loafers. At t.he sight of the police 
car they had collected in a cluster on the 
edge of the pavement at the spot ,vhere they 
calculated the car ,vould pt1ll ttp. 

11 All rigl1t. Don't worry, mate,'' said one 
of tl1em. ''We only want to take one last 
long fare,vell of those unlucky chaps in the 
Black Maria.'' 

'' Here, come on, out of itt or you'll take 
a ride in her 1" retorted the porter as -he 
elbo,ved them aside. 

Somev.,hat reluctantly the little crowd drew 
back a yard or two, and ever, man. by a 
atrange coincidence, thrust his right hand 
into his pocket. A moment later the car drew 
up alongside the kerb, quite close to the 
pri,,ate cnr ,vhic}1 had brought the old gentle-

man. The inspecto1· alighted a11d went round 
to the back. · 

'' Stand back, there!" he said, addressi11g 
the cro,,rd in his most brusq11e and official 
tones. 

T H:fi~ six men st1llenly drew l)ack n1u)tl1er 
yard or so. The inspector opened the 
door at the back •and 111njestically 
wa,·ed his l1and. 

"Come on !'' he ordered. 
Two by two the prisoners filed ot1t. Tl1e 

firs·t pair were t,,·o bullet•headed hooligans, 
the right wrist of one man being ha11d• 
cuffed, to the left ,,·rist of the other. They 
s_tepped ot1t of t.he van with a jal1nty, clevil­
may-care demeanot1r and favoured the 
bystande1·s with a grin of defia11t bra,·ado. 

Close on their heels came a rat~fnced man 
and a beetle-broll"ed Italian, also li11ked 
together. A third pair, similarly fettered, 
followed s11it: Then a ,vhispering mt1rm1.1r 
ran through the crowd as the Chief and the 
Doctor, likewise handcuffed ,vrist to ,vrist, 
appeared at the door and prepared to alight. 

All this time the Squire had been edging 
nearer to the inspector. ,vhen the Chief a11d 
tl1e Doctor appeared at the door of tl1e Black 
Maria he quietly tl1rt1st his hand into the 
inside pocket of his overcoat; and the mon1ent 
the two men stepped on to the pa,1e1ner1t he 
v.·hipped out a short, tl1ick cane, loaded at 
the end with a ball of lead, and dealt t.he 
inspector a ·violent blow on t-he back of his 
head. 

With a stifled groa11 t.he i11spector stun1blecl 
f or,vard and fell on hi~ face. At tJ1c sa1ne 
instant the six men who had been loafing i11 

tl1e _ portico suddenly re,,,ealed themsel,·eF. as 
tl1e Squire's confederates. Eaoh of then1 
,vas armed ,vith a loaded cane, simi-1ar i11 

size a11<l shape to tJ1at which the Sq,1ire had 
v;ielded with sucl1 deadly effect. They l1ad 
merely been ",,aiting for their Qeader to give 
the sig11al, and the i11stant he whipped 011t 

]1is ,veapon the "1'hole six promptly follo,•;ed 
Sll j t. 

T\\·o of them ftu11g themselves l1pon the 
constable, ,,?ho \\·as yelling for he)p at the 
top of his ,·oice and trying to get 011t -his 
whistle, and felled him to the ground. T\vo 
more dragged the chattff eur of the B)aok 
Maria from his seat at the wheel and 
stretched hin1 se11seless in the gutter. The 
fifth knocked down one of the porters, a11d 
the sixth half-st1111ned another. 

All this happened in a split second. In 
a qi1arter of a minute at the very outside 
the Squire and his confederates ,vere mast.ers 
of the situation. The Chief and the Doc­
tor, having been ,varned by Randall Vyse 
what was to happen, knew Just what to do. 
They scrambled into the waiting privat~ 
car., the Squire leapt to the vehicle and tool 
his seat beside Lady Ursula., while tl1e six 
1nen who had aided him ,vere making t.he1n­
!elves scarce, ru~hing off in different di1·ec­
tions. 

In t,he meantime the constable'e yells had 
ranchen the ears of Nelson Lee. Forgetf11l 
of his ,veakness, the dct,ective sprang to l1is 
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feet a11d rushed to tl1e door of tl1e wait.ing­
roo111, a prey to excitement and u11certainty. 
On tl1e platfor1n outside he collided ,vitl1 
Ra11dall \T J·se ,vho seized him b~y t.l1e arm 
and ut.t.c111pied to detain l1ir11. Bt1t. tl1e 
la ,v.ve r l1a(l n1istalien his ?11a11. \\~i th a single 
back-l1and0d blo\\r tl1e detecti \·o sent l1im 
spin11ing across the platform, oyer t.be edge 
a11<l or1 to tl1e n1etals belo\V. Then lie 
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Doctor scrambled to their feet; but before 
they could turn tl1emselves ro11nd-they 
,vere stil1l handcuffed ,,,.rist to wrist-the de­
tective had l1at1led l1in1self into the car 
seized them by the throat, one ,vitl1 cacl; 
l1and., and exerted all his strengt:h to pt1sl1 
tl1em 011t into the road. 

It ,,·a.s a galla11t, ,vell-meant attempt, 
,vort.hy of tl1e mart ,vho made it; bttt it vvas 

With a roar the car fairly leaped awa,y from the station carrying the two crooks to freedom. 
Suddenly Nelson Lee darted forward through the crowd, and with a mighty Jump landed clean 

on tbe back of the car ! 

cla~l1e{l ou l into tlic r,ortic♦o j ttst i11 ti111c to 
see tl1e .great car glide a\,·a)·. 

J r1 tl1c t\\·i11kling of a11 t:)re tl1e cletccti ve 
•gra~J)ecl tl~e situation. 1.,he car tl1e Sctttire 
l1ad llronght l1a<l tl1e l1ooll (lo,,·n. ?\Iny·be 
that l1acl l>ee11 clo11e ~o as to arouse llO sus­
picio11 ,~·l1nte\·cr lJeforc tl1e rigl1t ti1r1e. J\la}·­
•ll,~ 111e rog11es 1nea11t tt) raise tl10 J1oocl as 
soon ns thPv }1ad ,vo11 clear fr(,tn tl1e s1atio11. 
R11t Nc·lsor1 .. Lee sa,v tl1nt tl1cre ,,·a3 0111.r or1e 
flesr)Prat~ <"l1a11ce. a11<l l1c <licl l1is l1c\~t tt) seize 
it. llP clc-arecl tl1e 11a,·c-n1e1tt at. n sin!Ile 
l)our1d. toe•!( a fl)·i11g lcn1) n11d l1or,h:e(l lii1nself 
on to ilic l,arl, c1f tl1e car ,,·itl1 J1is !1ancis. 

\\Ti L l l a f lt r IO Ll s O a t } l t l le c~ I l i l' f ill l <l t 1 le 

cl(10111ccl to failure fro111 tl1e first by reason 
of tl1c cletccti vc's c11f ecbled conditio11. ~,or 
a scco11d or t,,·o. j11 spite of tl1e odds agai11st 
l1 i111, l1c contri ve<l to l1old J1is o,vn; but 
t l1a t ,\·as the full exte11t of l1is st1cccss. \Vhc11 
11is ~tre11gtl1 bega11 to gi,re ottt, l1is advei·­
~arics forced l1irn back, i11cl1 by incl1, to tlu~ 
e(lge of the ~,,·i ftly· 111<J,·i~1.g car. One of the111 
orle11e(l t!1c door, ar1d freeing tl1c1nselves 
f ro111 J1is \Ycakc1r1ing grasp, l1trrlcd l1in1 J1eau 4 

long i11 to tl1e roncl. 

.l\1u1 l)~V il1c tinac l1e l1a<l picl{oo l1i1nsclf t1p 
1 he ca r J1: 1 cl r c-a el 1 e (! tho top of the road a 11 l t 
l1ad var1i~ltecl rou11cl tl1e corne1·. Nelson l ... co 
corr1r11a nclcei-ecl a taxi i11 orJer to follo,,", btit 
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tl1e Squire had picked on a car t]iat c~uld 
travel at a speed. thap ,vas 11tterly 1mposs1ble 
for a taxi to ma1nta1n, and as the roads at 
that hour were deserted, he had no difficulty 
in getting clean a,vay. 

Two hot1rs later t.he detecti,·e stood in the 
office of t-he chief inspector of tl1e Sheffield 
police. 

'' Any ne,,·s of them ? '' he aslted. 
'' The car has been found abandoned in a 

lonely lane l1alf a mile to the sot1th of Totley 
Vi_llage, and that doesn't help, because they 
were met there by another car. The marks 
in the road have told tts that. I'm going 
off to Totley right away to make inquiries, 
but I don't hope for much. We'll have to 
start all over again now •. '~ 

CHAPTER 8. 
The Ruined Abbey I 

LE the police \\·ere doing t.l1eir 
utmost to find out ,vhich way the 
escaped prisoners had gone from 
Totley, Nelson Lee \\·as carrying on 

his investigations in his o\\·n way. The 
pol ice argued that the Chief and tl1e Doctor 
were either hundreds of miles from that part 
of the country, or had reached the coast and 
bad left the country altogether. 

Nelson Lee did not subscribe to either of 
tllese theories. He knew that the Order 
of the Ring had a house in that part of 
the country, where the Squire- controlled and 
ran the counterfeiting plant, and where Jack 
Longford had been ta-ken when the order 
had kidnapped him in the first place. 

It seemed more than likely that the t,,'."o 
men had been taken to this ihouse, and all 
the facts in the possession of Nelson Lee 
pointed to the place being somewhere in the 
"Vicinity of Sheffield. Therefore he killed two 
birds with one stone. 'lbe doctor had 
ordered him plenty of fresh air and gentle 
exercise, and he v.,yanted to carry on his in­
vestigations. So he spent the time wit.h a 
survey map, quietly walking the cout1try 
lanes and taking a look at eve~" large cot111-

try hottse he encot1ntered. 
This went on for n ,veek and a da:r, and 

although the detecti,~e's daily tramps had 
bronzed his cheeks and hardened l1is 
mJJscles, a11d infused 110,\· life into l1is ,·eins, 
they had yielded no resttlt ,vith respect to 
the Squire's house. On tl1e 11inth c1a:y, 110,v­
ever, his perseverance met ,vitl1 its 1·e\\·artl. 

It happened in this ,,.,aj... He left the 
farm, which he had made his headqt1arters, 
about half ..,past eight, and strt1ck out in n 
northerly direction. At the end of half an 
hour's - ,valk he came to .the ctttting on tl1e 
railway line where• the Squire had stopped 
the express from London. He crossed t.he 
line and the field beyond, a11d e1nerged into 
the road. He turned to tl1e right, and pre­
sently came to a rustic stile "·hich ga,Te ad­
mittance to a large and ,v-ell-,vooded park. 

For t1pwards of t,venty mint1tes he "·a11-

dered through its leafy glades and dim 
avenues· of trees, seeking in vain for a11y 
sign of a house. At last the trees began 
to gro,v fewer and wider apart, and 
e,·e11tt1ally ho came to a low stone wall. He 
approached it and peered over it, then his 
heart ga·ve a mighty bound, and a qt1iver 
of. trittmph thrilled t-hrou~h his frame. 

For there, before Lee s eyes, bathed in 
golden sunlight, stood the house for wl1icl1 
he had sought so long! 

Trembling ,vith excitement, tl1e detective 
scrambled over the ,val], and concealed hi111 .. 
self behind the trunk of a lofty, big-limbed 
oak. He called to mind the brief and l1t1r1~ied 
description of the house which Jack Long­
ford had given him in his cabin of tl1e 
FireBy1 He compared it with the stately 
house 1n front of him. Without a dot1bt }1e 
had found the object of his quest. 

'' This is the place!'' he murmured to l1in1-
se!f. 1

' I'm sure of it ! This is tl1e hon1e of 
the Squire and the site of the 11ndergrot111d 
mint!'~ 

A faint rustling of the branches over his 
ihead broug-ht his musings to a sudde11 er1d. 
He raised his eyes to discover its cause, a11d 
even aa he did so a ,vriggling, snake-like 
length of rope, with a runnin·g noose at tl1e 
end, came spinning downwards through the 
air and settled round his shoulders. 

As it happened, the Squire had been st1·oll­
ing through the park, and had picked up a 
coil oJ rope which one of the ,voodme11 had 
left behind after felling a tree. On his way 
back to the house he had "uddenly caugl1t 
sight of Nelson Lee, and, fearing to cross 
the lawn lest the detective should see l1i111, 
he had swarmed· up the very t1·ee under 
,vhioh Nelson Lee had afterwards taken his 
stand. If he had had a revolver ,vith him, 
he could l1ave shot the detective vlitl1 tl10 
-greatest ease. Having no revolver, l1e had 
fashioned a noose on the end of the rope, 
and had d1·opped it over the detective's l1cad 
\\

7 ith the object of strangling him. 
Quick as thougl1t the detective flu11g llP 

11ia hands and made a grab at the noose. At 
the same instant, ho,vever, the Squire ga,re 
the rope a suddei1· upward jerk, and before 
Nelson Lee cot1ld grasp the noose it tightened 
itself rot1nd his shottlders. The next i11stant 
l1e ,vas jerked off his feet a11d s,vung i11to 
the air. 

The Sqt1ire, ho,veve1·., was not strong 
eno1tgh to keep the detecti,·e dangli11g i11 

tne air for any length of time. He -let the 
rope go and the detectivo dropped to the 
grou11d. At tJie same ti-me tl1e crook 
s,va1·med- do'\\'n the tree and ra11 at the 
struggling figure of Lee. 

Wit1h wonderf11l presence of mind 110,v­
e,·er, t.he detecfi,,.e, who ,vas lying on his 
back, kicked 11p his leg and planted his f oat 
011 tl1e Sqt1i1·e's stomach. ,vitl1 something 
bet\\'ee11 a gru11t and a groa11 the Sq1.liro 
staggered back, and in the t,vi11klir1g of nn 
eye the detecti,Te leaped to his feet a11d 
,vl1ippecl out J1is re,rolver. 

'' P11t 'em llp ! '' he snapped. 



But a1111ost, bc£01·e tlie ,vords l1ad crossed 
his lips tl1e Sqt1ire flung the pocket--knife 
straigl1t into his face. 'l1he 11oint of tl1e 
blade str11ck the llctecti ve -i11 til1e middle of 
the forehead a11d the blood streamed do,v11 
ir1to l1is eyes, althot1gh the ,Yound ,vas 11ot, 
in itself, ,·erJ" serious. lt~earing a secor1d 
attack, h~ spl'ang aside arid dasl1ed tl1e blood 
from his e:; .. es. The11 lie· gazed around him 
in stupefied be\vilder111cnt. 'fhc Sqt1ire J1ad 
clisappen red ! 

Bttt Nelsor1 Lee's be\\,.ildermcnt ,Yas 11ot of 
lo11g cluratio11. A crackling of t!te ,1nder• 
gro,,:"th 011 the othe1· side of tl1e lo,v stone 
\\·all told him "T•hat J1ad happer1ed. After 
-l1t1rling l1is l{nife i11to the detective's face, 
the Squire -l1ad '"aulted o, .. cr the ,vull and 
had take11 to his heels across tl1e park: 

l11 ia secon(l , the dctccti ,·c ,r<l s on l1is 
track. But fear lent ,,·ings to the Sqttirc' s 
feet, and althongl1 lie cot1ld not sl1akc off l1is 
pttr.stter, neitlier could tl1e latter o, .. crtakc 
him. In and ottt amdngs"c the trees t l1oy 
raced, ttp the gorse-clad sit-fes of tl1e little 

· hills, anll do,,·n the rockJ· slopes of 1ninia.turc 
ravines, neitl1er of thelJl gaining ground to 
the extent of a si11glo :yard. Once tl1e de­
treti v·e tried t11e effect of a rt,nni11g shot, btlt 
rnissecl his rnan by the merest fraction of an 
inch. 

At last~ l1olvcYer, the Squire began to sl10,v 
t.;ig11s of flagging, and the detective began to 
overhaul l1in1 hand o,·er h1~ncl. Seeing this, 
. tl1e Sqttire c.~l1angccl his tacti~s. Hitherto, 
',lie l1ad cont.ented himself ,rith dodgir1g ir1 
· antl otit arno11gst the trees i:i a ,,.ain attempt 
to thro,v his pt1rs11er off the scent. No,v, 
!10,vever, lie strt1ck a bee-line for tl1e nort.!1 .. 
,,,.<:'st corner of ·tl10 park, ,\. here stood tl10 
ruins of an ancient abbeJr-Ri,·crsdale Abbej" 
-,vhiel1 ga,~e its name to t-hc ncighbot1ring 
Yillago of .~bbey, .. ale. 

All that 110,,· remainccl of tl1is once famous 
al1bey, ,vhicl1 i1ad ser\·ed the double pttrposc 
of ar1 abbc~,. and a monaster.Y, ,,·as a crttmb­
Jing, i,·~·-clad to\vcr, and a long~ ir1·egt1lnr 

. ,vall, pierced h)1' half a dozen Gotl1ic ""in­
do,,·s. The tov.rer \\TBS little more tl1an a 
roofless sl1ell. 111 the ce11trc of tl1e floor 
"·as a large round l1ole, sometl1ing like the 
mo11tl1 of a well, ,, .. l1icl1 lccl into a dismal, 

, 1tndergrot1nd pit of tlnlino,Yn clC'ptl1, '" hicl1 
tradition said-falscls·, 110 l1oubt-11acl for­
merl .. Y been used as a place of imprisonn1011t 
and also of torture for ]1erctic5. Origi11all.Y 

_this opc11ing .l11ad been coY~rccl ll_r .a cjrct1lar 
iron plate. bttt t.his hacl bcc11 rc1110Ycd, or 
11acl rtu.;tecl into clcca, ... .., 

It '" as to,va 1·ds t.his r11i11ccl to,vc-r tl1n. t f he 
Squire 110,,· directed l1is flight. 1-Ic reac-l1e,l 
it, bre.n t hless ,and ~xhaustcd .. full tl1irtv· ,. ard~ 
aliead of N~lson Lee. and as soon as ·11~ l1acl 
gainccl tlie shelter of its cr111nl1ling ,Yalls hc­
flttng hin1sc•lf (lown flat on l1is face bcl1in{l 
a mn ssi ve bloc It of fa llC'n ma sonr,·. 

• 

i\. moment. later the cl0t.ect iYe dashc(l up. 
Fearing a trap, he halted outside t l1P rt1i11ecl 
door\V:l)" of tl1c to,Ycr, a 11d ca tltiot1sl.r peC'r• 
ing into tl1e interior. Seei11g no tr:icc of t 110 

Squire, he Ycntttrcd to step insiclc. 
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'' ,,·11erc tl1e clicl,ens has he got to?,, 110 

111uttcrcd to hi1nself. '' Surely 110 .hadn't 
gone do,Y11 that l1ole?" 

He stole to the mottth of tl1e pit an<l 
.Jlecrocl do\\"n into its gloomy dept.11s, t.t1en 
110 tl1rust his l1and into .his pocket, arid 
p11Jled ot1t a box of matches. He struclc a 
light, and ,,·a.s shading it ,vith his l1and.s 
,vl1en a. sttdden sottnd bel1ind him cattsed l1im 
to s1Jin round ,vith a gasp of alarm. 

B11t the action came too lat.e. Like a. 
panther the Sqt1ire sprang for,va1~d, ·ancl 
gia ve J-1im a violent push. 1.,he 11ext_ instant 
the detective staggered bacl<\,'ards arid 
,·anisl1ecl into tl1e pit! 

--
CHAPTER 9. 

A Double Surprise! 

F OR over t,vo .hundred ~·cars the rain 
and sno,v l1ad been free to enter the 
roofless to,ver of. Riverdale's ruinecl 
abbe_y. In conseqt1ence of this the 

1111clergrot1nd pit had become co11verted into 
a ki11d of subterranean reservoir, and, 
tl1ot1gl1 n11tcl1 of the wat.er had naturally· 
<l rai11cd a ,vay t.l1rough the c l1inlis bet""een 
tl1c stories of the ,vall and floor, there still 
remained some six or eight feet of stagnant, 
cvil-sn1elli11g liq11id, crttsted on the surface 
,vith n. tl1ick, green film of slimy vegetation. 

U11dcr these circ11mstances, the effects of 
tl1e Sqt1ire's action ,vhen he l1urled Nelso11 
Lee into tl1c pit ,vere far less ijerious tl1a11 
i.!te)" ""·ould hn.ve been if there l1ad been 
notJ1ing for the cletective to fall upon bttt t.he 
ltard stone floor. As a 1rW1tter of fact, be-­
~·ond a tl1oro11gh soaking, tl1e detective ,vas 
Ji ttle tl1e ,,·orse for his 11nexpectcd plunge. 

After the Squire had gone, the dctecti,"!'c 
co1nmcnccd to swim round the walls of the 
1>it i11 the l1ope of fi11ding- some means of 
escape. For a, time his hopes seeniecl 
cloomed to disappointment, for the walls of 
tl1e pit rose sheer and pcrpc11dictt1ar, like 
tl1c sides of a house~ and ,vere coated ,vith 
tcn·aciotts and j elly.;}iko slime, that rnade 
them as slippery as glas~ Ho had almo5t 
resig11ecl l1imself to the prospect of a linger­
ing deatl1, \\'lien all at once tl1e .hand witl1 
,,·l1icl1 J1e ,vas exploring-it "1'as too dark to 
see anytl1ing-slipped rot1nd a corner and 
f)lunged into empty space. 

IIis first in1pression ,vas that lie had thrl1st 
l1is l1a11<l into the moutl1 of a drain, but a 
,·cr~r sligl1t ex:amination sho,vcd him tl1at 
it ,vas reallv· a low, arched door\Yiay, tl1c 
Lot.tom of ,viiicl1 ,vas exactly on a level ,Yith 
tl1c !i5ttrfaco of tl1e ,vater. 

\Vitl1 hope rcne,ved, he placed his clbo\YS 
on the lo,ver edge of tl1is opening, ancl 
l1at1led l1imself tl1ro11gh. Ha,:-ing scrapccl 
n ,vav so1nc of the slime whicl1 clu11g to l1is 
l1auds and face, l1e pttlled out l1is elect.ric 
torch, ,vl1icl1, o,Ying t<? his us11al forcsigl1t, 
11acl been all the ,v l1ile 1n a ,v aterproof cover, 
a11cl th11s osoape(l. d.amago d11ring l1is immcr 4 

sio11 i11 t11c ,vatcr, an_d the bean1 of ligl1t 
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revealed ,vl1at ho had disco, ... ered. The open­
ing throug.b which he had cra.,vled \Yas the 
entrance to an underground passage, ,vhicl1 
had been tunnelled through the earth long 
centuries ago, and lined ,vith rough.hewn 
blocks of stone. \'\There it led to lie could 
not even guess, but as soon as he l1ad "·rung 
the water out of his clothes, l1e started ot1t 
ot1 a tour of exploration. 

The passage was so low that, in places 110 
had to stoop in order to a,-roid striking the 
roof with l1is head. The air was foul, a11d 
at times well-nigh poisono11s. The walls ,vere 
adorned with strange, fantastic-looking fu1lgi, 
sometimes of gigantic size. 

For nearly half a, mile he st-ttmbled alo11g 
this eerie burro,v, the jottr11ey occ11pying 
se,.,oral hours. Eventually, l1e ca111e to a 
flight of steps \\'hich apparently inarkcd 
tho end of the passage. These steps 
-there ,1.,,crc over a. hundred all told-ran 
up between two solid-looking walls, and at 
the top was & narrow ,\·oode11 door, ,vhicl1 
had neither handle, latch nor keyhole. 

As tho detective gazecl at tl1is door, and 
then at the walls on eacl1 side of the steps, 
o. dim &uspicion of the trutl1 stole into his 
inind. The "~alls were e,·idently tfie inner 
,valls of some large ho11se-a l1ollow ,vall, in 
fact, with the steps running ttp inside. it .. 
The door at tho top '\\"as, apparently, a 
,voodcn panel, which doubtl_css forn1ed part 
of tho panelling c,f one of the upper roon1i; 
of the house. But whoso ,vas the 11011-Se? 
And ,vl1at, or ,vho, ,, .. as in tl1e roon1 on the 
otl1cr side of the panel? 

He ascended tho steps and applied l1is 
sho11lder to the panel, and ga_ve it a gent.le 
push. It appeared to ~yield. He planted on(~ 
foot against tl1e opposite ,vall a11d exerted 
all his strengtl1. 

For a moment nothing l1appened. Then 
a sl1arp, metallic click \\"as heard, and t.he 
next instant the panel suddenly fle,v ope11, 
n woman's startled cry rang throug·l1 the 
air, and Ne]son Lee fell flot1ndcri11g i11to a 
brilliantly-lighted roont. 

H E ,vas on his feet i11 an insta11t. 'l.,he 
only occupant of tl1c room ,vas a 
young and beautift1l girl. His ej'es, 
so long accustomed to tl1e do.rk11css, 

,vero dazzled by the light, and he could not 
at first distinguish lier face. He sprang 
towards her and gripped her by the ,vrist. 

'' Not a s011nd-it's a. mattf)r of life .and 
death ! '' ho l1issed. ''I'm ~1ot going to hurt 
yot,, unless.--'' 

'l,hcn lie sa,v her c]earl~y, and he cl1cckcd 
11imsclf ,vith a low, hoarse cry of be,,~ildcred 
st11pcf.act.ion. 

The girl before him ,,,as Ethel Anderso11 ! 
The detective was tl1e first to break tho 

silence. 
'' I can't be mistaken. surely!'' he gas peel. 

1
' It's Miss Anderson, isn't it 1" 

~'Yes,'' she faltered in a trembling ,'roice. 
'

1 Bt1t who-,vho arc :you?''-
'' I a.in Nelson Lee,,, ho replied. 

Sl1c started for,vard with a rapturot1s er~,., 
and seized his grimy hands. Naturally, her 
first thought was not for l1crself, but f Qr tl1e 
111an she loved. 

'' Tell me quickly-is Jack safe?'' s.l1e 
asked, regarding him with a p1eadi11g, 
anxiotls glance. 

'' T11at's the ,yer.v question I \Yas going to 
ask ~·011," lie ~aill. .., I tr10l1ght-e,~er:ybo<ly 

.-•' ----
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Nelson Lee raeed desperately aeross tbe nanow brl 
rotten woodwork even as he leaped forward. .Tl 

tl1ot1gl1t-tl1at. botl1 j·ott and l\Ir. Lo11gford 
had been drowned i11 t11e ,,·reek of the 
Dolpl1i11. 1-Io\v did you escape 2 '' • 

'' ,,re escaped in one of tl1c boats,'1 she 
said. '' The Chief, ·the Doctor, n1ysclf and 
Jack, and fi,,.c of tho cre,v. ,,1e landccl on 
tho beacl1 in Blacksand Bay, jt1st u11dcr n1y 
t111clc's house. For tl10 rest of t.hat 11ight, 
ar:.d for the ,,Thole of the following day, ,,le 
l1i,i in one of tho caves at tho f\iot of tho 
ci;.ff. At nigl1t my l111clo can10 dlla con• 
c1t~cted us to the haunted ,ving of ·ulacksand 
Grange, ,vhere '\Ye remained for tl1e r.c~t 
t \VO da.,·s. .:\t tho end of tl1a t i1ime v.-e ail 

" 

, . 



-------- --

,,·c11t al>oartl a Ilriv.ate Jitclit, ,vhic11 took 
t1s to a 1011c l.Y llart of tl10 coast, but j t1st 
,yhero I cannot say. Before ,vo ~aancl.Jd Jack 
a11d I ,,·ere drt1ggcd, a11d ,vhcn I rccoYcrctl 
n1)y sc11scs I ,,~as l1erc, a11d I',ro bcc.n }1cro 
eve:..· since. Dt1t )10,v uid :foU get tlclC i'' 

Tl1,~ <1ctcct.i ,~c tolcl lier, briefly ai1tl rapidly, 
of l1is pu1·sl1i t of tl1e Sqt1iro a11d of }ii~ 
aJvc11turcs i11 ll1c 1111dergrou11d 1>assa gc. 

----- ----~~~ .,,.__ - . - -- - .=:=-~-------==-- _·_· .. ---~: -=:;.....~ ,;--~~----· ·• -_-. -~~ _;, ---· 
•· ---- -

• 

q-e. He saw ihe crook tearing madlJ at the 
~o late I With a crash the bridge collapsed 1 

h 1.,l1e11 :yon tlitl11't linO\V I ,v as l1crc: ~, ~lie 
:5a icl, ,\·l1c11 }10 l1acl 1i11i~l1ec.l. 

'' Of cot1rso I <lid11't, ~, J1e sai(l. .. I tl1ol1gl1t 
tl1 ~ tr :yot1 ,vere deacl. ,, 

.\ look of disuJJ}JOi 11tn1en ~., crossed lier f a~c. 

'' I ,vas l101Ji11g tJ1at lOlL l1a<l co111c to take 
n1e a,va.~"," sl1c said. 

.. So I ,v ill," 110 rt~1)l ictl. 
"'fl1rougl1 tl1at 1111dcrg·r•1u11tl 1>assagc ?., 

s]1e asked ,,. i tll a sl1 i yer of t·e.n r.. 
'l,ltc ()ctect i vc sl1ooli 11 is }1eacl. 
.. Tl 1 c r c 's 11 o ,v a y r J f rs ca P. e i 11 t I 1 a t tl i r cc-

t . '' l "d ~on, 1c sa1 • 
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"'l~l1t·11 I a1n afl'ai<l t]iere's no ,,·ay or esca-1)0 
at all," sl10 said. u Tl10 door of t.l1is 1·00111 is 
lockecl arid bolted on tl10 outside, ancl tl1e 
,v i11do,v, as ~·ou ,,·ill see if J'0t1 dra ,v tJ1ose 
curtains, is guarded by st1·or1g iron bars. 
Jlesides, cvc11 if ~'."Ott managed to ope11 the 
cloor )~ot1 could11't C!capc, for every sc1·va11t 
i11 t-l1e l1ot1se, both n1ale and fe111ale, is a 
u1e1~bcr of tl1e Order of t.he Ring.'' 

Tlie detective shrt1gged his shoulders. 
-'' ,,

1e'll fi11d so111e ,vay of escape, don't l'Otl 
''"orry,'' lie -said in cl1ecry, co11fide11t to11cs. 
'' I11 tl1e 1nca11ti111e, tl sl1all he glad if yolt 
,Yill cnligl1tc11 1110 011 one or two poi11ts. 111 
tl10 first l)lace, a1n I rigl1t i11 sttp}JO.sing tl1a t 
tl1i~ is the Squfrc's l1ot1sc?" 

•• 1:~ cs. Tl1is is tl10 l1ouse to ,Yl1 icl1 tl1c 
Sqllire lured Jack seve11 1no11tl1s ago.'' 

.. Do ~·ott k110,v its 11ame 7" 

..... ~l1bcv,·ale Hall.'' ., 
"A11<l tl1e Squire's na1ne ?" 
u J osial1 Bri·sto,vc-at least., tl1a t.'s ,, .. l1at lie 

1.old r11c ''° as 11is 11a1ne; bttt lie ,vas 1nore •.)r 
Jess i11toxieat.ed ,,-I1en ]1e ga,'.'"e inc tl1e i11f or1l1.t.­
t io11, so l (lo11't k110,v ,,·hctl1er l1c ,\:as spcal1i11.:_; 
tl1e f.rt1 tl1." 

'' H-c dr i11l~s the11 ?'' 
•'' 011, j·c3. Aln-iost e,01,y nigl1t, \vl1c11 J1e 

C(J1nes f<l }lay 111c l1is usual visit, l1c's gc11el­
ally }1a<l 111orc t11a11 is good for l1in1." 

.. Ilis 1tst1al \ isi t? Docs 110 con1e to sec 
yo t 1 e Y c r .Y 11 i g 11 t ? " 

•· F~ v crj' 11 igl1t. y\·l1c11 he's n t I10111e." 
'' ,,-r11at ti111c docs lie t1st1ally co1ne i'' 
".A\l,vaj~s at tl1e sa111e tin1e-te11 o'clock!~' 
rrl1e clctcctivc 11ullc<l Ot1t l1is ,\·at~l1. It \Vas 

tl1rcc n1i11utes to ter1. llo glided across tl1c 
r<Jo111 a11d closet! the pa11el tl1ro11gl1 \vl1icl1 110 

l1ad e11tercd. Ile rearranged tl1e cur.tai11s 
i11 f ro11t of tl1e ,vindo,v and n10\ .. cd a,,~ay a 
cl1air. Ile c:xa111incd J1is revol,:-cr, sl1ook the 
,,·ater out of tl1e barrel a11d ri1eft1lJy re­
l> laced it in l1is pocket . 

.. It 111igl1\ serve to £rigl1te11 l1i1111 at a11y 
rate," lie 111ut-t-ered to l1i111self. 

Jle pusl1ed ,t chair into tl1e 1uiddlc of tl1c 
roo111 a11d 111otio11ed Et}1el to be sea tcd. 

'' \\-rc've t\\"O n1inutcs ~·ct,'' lie sai(l i11 a lo,v 
Yoiee. '' Do ~~ou k110,v \\-l1ethc1· Lady Ursuli\ 
is l1ere 7" 

•· 1:T cs, 5J1c is.. Sl1e ,, .. as in 111y roo1n tl1is 
af tcr110011." 

"Are tl1c Cl1icf atl(l 111c Doctor }1cre ?" 
u .No. 'l"l1e Squire told n1c, 11i11e or tc1, 

cla~~s ago, tl1a f lie had rescued t]1cn1 f ro111 t.l1c 
lJolice antl l1ad sent tl1em to a }llacc of sa £ety 
i u i lie sott tl1." 

·· [s Jack I~o11gford l1cre l,'• 
"N'o,'' 

k I h . ?" 
''] )t) ~'Oll -110,v ,Y 1cro e lS • 

'' '"!' ,. "",o. 
"lia \"C :yau a11y idea ,vl1y tl1c~r're kcc1)i11g 

• l ? u 
,·011 a 11r 1sonc r !lCre • 
LI .. Yes. As soo11 as Jack is ,vcll c11ougl1 !o 
ue n1ove<l--" 

"Is lie ill ?" 
u I-Ie has been. As Eo.)n as 11e is ablo to 

lJc 1110,·ctl il1ry'rc goi11g to bri11g hi111 ]1ere, 
a11c.l thcz1 tl1cy'rc g·oing to tort11rc 111e i11 l1is 



presen,pe, in the l1ope of compelling him to 
join their ranks." 

She had scarcely finished speaki11g \\"l1en 
the l1eavy staggering footsteps of the Squire 
~vere heard in the corridor otttside. 

''The Squire!'' gasped Etl1el, tt1rni11g pale. 
'' Quick ! You must hide t ,, 

The rattle of a key in t.he keJ·l1ole warned 
Nelson Lee that it was time to be mo, .. i11g. 
\\1_ith stealth:r, catlike foot.steps he glide~ 
across the room and concealed hi1nself bel1incl 
the curtains. 

The next instan~ tl1e door S\\"t1ng slo,vlJ· 
open and the ·Squire staggered in. Ile re­
moved _th~ key from the outsicle of t.110 door, 
thrust 1t into the keyhole 011 tl1e insicle, and 
closed and locked the door. He tl1en lt1rcl1ed 
into tl1e ~iddle of. the 1·oom, dragg-ing a 
hea, .. y cl1a1r after him and seated himself i11 
f ro11t. of Ethel. --

CHAPTER 10. 

The Tightening of the Net! ''A~D l1_0,v i~, my pretty }ilt,Ie priso11cr 
to-night? asked tl1e Sq111re,- rega1~d-
ing Ethel Anderson ,,·i tl1 a smirk. 

. '' You're looking pale, b11t 1'11 soon 
br,ing a blush to tl1ose cheeks. Do ,·ott kno,,,. 
wl1o's coming here next week?" " 

"HOYl shot1ld I kno,-.~ ?" 
"It's -o, shame to tea-se J'Olt," })e; chuckled. 

"I'll tell :rou. 'I!he Chief is comi11g a11d he's 
bringing the Doctor with hirri, and s01ne·one 
olse-Jack Longford. And you kno,,,. ,vl1at's 
going to happen ~Then -Jack Longford gets. 
h ?" -ere. 

"I ought to," she replt'ed calmly·. "Yo11'\-·c 
told me often enottgh. '' 

'' I know J: have,'' he admitted. '' I ,vantecl 
to· impress -it on your mind. But I haven't 
come t-0 ·talk of that again like I ha,re in the 
past. l':ve a different object in , .. ie,v, n1y 
dear. So long as Nelson Lee \\~as ali\"e I 
dare say you "rere delt1ding J'Ottrself ,,pitl1 
the hope that ·some day he l'"Ottld rescue )"011. 

But tl1at hope's gone no\Y. Nelson Lee is 
dead. The police have practically tl1ro,vn t1p 
the s-ponge. Jack Longforcl is our prisoner. 
Your ttncle is only too· eager to hear of your 
death. In t-he ,vhole ,vide \\"orld there isn't 
a single sot1l ,vho is able or \\ .. illing to help 
you. . Yott are completely at ot1r ·mercy. 
Isn't that so?" 

... "It v.·ot1ld appear so,'' said Ethel coldly. 
He dre\V his cba·ir a little closer. 
"Well, look here, 1ny dear," he 6aid in 

. h~sky ton~s '' I'll help you. I'll be your 
• friend. I II say to the Chief, ' I refuse to 
let you torture this girl. I insist that she 
shall be set at liberty.' The Doctor ,vill 
back me up, I know, so that ,,·e shall be two 
to one, and according to the r11les of the 
O?·der. of the Ring the Chief \vill l1ave to 
give 1n to us.'' . 

Ethel stared at h=im in bewildered amaze­
ment. 

., .Is this n joke?" she exclaimed. 

• 
"No,'' he replied. '' I ,\·ill do all tl1is. 

and n1ore for )'Ou, bt.tt onlJ~ or1 one co11clition.'' 
'' An<l 'K·l1a t is that ? '' 
"Tl1at )"Ott promise to n1arr:r rne," said tlte 

Sqt1i1·e. "E\ .. er since ,·ou carne to mv· l1ottse 
l ha, .. e h,~en gro,Ying • to lo,·e ~"OU 111ore a11d 
more---

" Stop!': . cried Etl1el_, starting to 11er feet. 
and reco1l1ng from l11m lvit.l1 a gestltre <•f 
loathing. 0 ¥011're inst1lting me 110\\·. Aft.er· 
all I ha, .. e endttred from :_\1 0t1 and ,·011r ()rcler 
<)f the Ring-to 1narry y·ot1. I'd~ ra tl1cr die 
than marry you·." 

''1tott'll die -if :yot1 don't!·' l1e liis~ed 
angril~r. 

·· I'd J?re~er, it,'' sl1e retorted co ld~_y·. 
The Sqt11re s face gre\\" black \\"1th rarre. 

He dragged -himself 11nsteadil v to }1i-s fe~t. 
'' \\Te shall see!" l1e snarled, arid caugl1t 

lier b:y tl1e arm. 
.- Get back ! '' _ 
Tl1e '\\·ords rang s11ddenly tl1rot1gl1 tl1e 

roo111. Tl1e curtains parted as if h}l n1agic, 
arid Nelson Lee strode forward i11to the 
l igl1 t, l1is revol , .. er le,·elled. 
~ 1'thoroughl3'· sobered, the Sq11ire pttlled tlp 

ancl drop1led his arn1. For one brief insta11t 
he stared at Nelson Lee in -speecl1less con­
ster11n tion_; Ulen he opened his mott t.l1 to "--ell 
for ltelp;. but before the cry c.ould cross~ ltis 
lips tl1e de~ective had him ·bs· tl1e tl1roa t. 

Slipping one foot behi11d tlte Sq11irc's 
ankle he tripped l1im up and fll111rr hirr1 011 

his back. Then he planted 011e k11~e 011 tl1e 
crook's chest and dealt l1im a blo,v bet"·ecn 
tl1e e1·es that mon1entarill'· stt111necl J1in1. 

"Qttick ! Tear off a strip of tl1at tal.1lechltl1 
a11cl roll it into a ·ball!" gasped ~~lso11 Ijee 
turning to Ethel. ' 

'\\
1 ith trem_bling fir1gers t-l1e terrified _qi rJ 

<llle)·ed. The cletective cran11necl the ball 
i11to the ,Sqttire's mouth arid secure{l tl1e gag 
by n1eans of a pocket han<lkercl1ief. Tl1e11 
lie sprang to his feet, darted across tl1e room. 
a~d. t_ook clo,v~ one of . tl1e pictt1res. 
\\ h1pp1ng out }11s poc.ket-h:n1fc l1e ct1t off 
the corcl and lasl1ecl t}1e SqL1ire's "'"rist.s be­
l1i11d l1is back. ,,1itl1 a seco11d length of cot·(l 
lu:' pir1io11ed his capti,·e's arn1s to ... his sides; 
\vi tl1 <l tl1 ird l1e sect1red l1is ar1l<lc,. 

He dragged the Sq11ire across tl1(\ roon1 and 
opened the panel ,vhich gave.. a(ln1itta11ce · to 
tl1e. u11derg1·ound passage. He })ror,pccl l1ir11 
up 1n a l1uddled heap at the top of tl1e ste1l8; 
then he closed the pa11el a11d turned to Etl1el. 

'' I am no,\,. going to pt1t :yottr cot1ragc to a 
pfet.ty se,-ere test,'' he said. '' I nr11 g<)ing to 
ask_ :you to allo,v _ rno to leave :}"Ott he re 
,v~1]c I go for tl1e })olice.'' 

Ho,,· long do J'Olt think you'll be before 
l"Ott co1ne back?'' askecl Et!Jel. 

'' About a co11ple of l1ottrs, if all goes ,,,ell," 
said Nelson Lee. 

'' Very ,,rell," said Etl1el. '' Since you wish 
it, I ,\·ill sta1·. '' 

'' Y ot1're a brick!" snicl the detecti,·e grnte-
f ttlll". '' If I thougl1t tl1a t ~,1011 '""ere exposing 
JTourself to any greater d1t11ger b_y remnining 
bere than by con1ing \\~ith me I ,vould not 
ask yot1 to stay. B11t, I l1n,·e no hesitation in 
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saying tl1ut yott ,vill be far safer he1·e than 
you would bo if--'' 

In the n1idst of his sentence J1e paused, for 
at t.hat 1non1cnt his quick ear caught the 
sou11d of a light footstep in the passage out­
eide. 

"Somebody's coming!'' he ,vl1ispered. 
I-le had scarcely fi11ished speaking before the 

footsteps ceased nnd tl1e door vibrated with 
a sharp, peremptory k11oclt. 

'' 

ha11d. 

... .\ Y I con1e in, please?" said t.he 
,·oice of Ladv Urstt1a. 

Qt1ick as ·t11011ght the detective 
tur11ed to Ethel and l1e1d up his 

'' I"'e,i·ve lier to me!" lie \Vl1ispered. 
He sht1ffierl l1is feet 011 t-he floor to make 

believe that he \\7 as risi11p: fron1 a chair. lie 
lt, rchecl to,\' ards tl1e d·oor exactly as the 
Squire "\\"Ottld l1a vc 

'' T,vo out of Iottr-not a bad nigl1t's work.'~ 
he said, as l1e closed the panel. '' The net is 
tigl1te~1i11g fast. The Dolphin and the Fir~fly 
are l)·t11g i\t tl1e bottom of the sea; the ville:, 
at Elstree is a blacke11ed ruin; Dashwood 
Hot1se a11d the hot1sc i11 Belgrave Square aro 
both i11 tl1e l1ands of the police, and ·the 
Sq1Jire a11d LadY. Ursula, togct.her ,yith all 
their se1·1ta11ts, ,v1ll be saf e!y · lodged 1n gaol 
in a fe,v 1nore hot1rs, if all goes ,,·ell. All 
that ,vill ther1 re1nain to be done to complete 
my task ,vill be to arrest Sir Philip Anderson, 
to captttre t.l1e Chief and the Doctor · '~ 

'' And to release Jack Longfol'·d,J' said Ethel 
earr1estly. 

HY ou n1ay rest ass11red I sl1all not forget 
tl1at part.," replied tl1e detecti,,.e as he left 
lier. 

He contriv·ed to 1nake his escape from tl10 
hot1sc ,vithout attracting attention. At 

Abbeyvale, 110 "~as 
do11e, a11d ,v bile lie 
was ftt1nbli11g ,vith tl1e 
key he quietly placefJ 
one foot agai11st t-110 
lo,ver edge of tl1e doclr 
in suc}1 ,i ,v,1y as t,) 
pre, .. e11t it b e i 11 g 
ope11ed. 
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11rctc1'e of tugging at 
the hn11<lle. 
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tl1c S<J uire' s drt111ke11 
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that time tl1e servants 
had all gone to bed ; 
but 0110 by or1e tl1cy 
,vere rudely u,vake11ed 
and take11 into custody. 

Ethel ~·as then i■e• 
leased and 11a11dcd over 
to Nelso11 Lee, after 
which the Squi1~e a11d 

to11es. -· l )ltsl1 ! " 
Lady Ursula pushed, bttt tl1e door still 

'' stuck.'' 
'' Harder, ca11't yot1 ?'J g1·0,vled the detcc• 

tive, still '"·restli11g ,vitl1 t-l1e l1andle. '' Get 
yot1 r shotllder to it." 

Lady Urst1la bega11 to lose lier te1nper. 
She placed her shoulder against the door a11d 
pt1sl1cd agai11 suddenly, "· iciot1sly, a11d ,\·ith all 
her might. 

At the sa111c i11sta11t the cletectivo. re1novecl 
his foot ,t11ll l1asti]y ste1111ed back a ya1·d or 
two, ,vitl1 tl1e 11att1ral res11lt that tl1e door 
fle,v ope11 to its ,videst cxte11t, and Lady 
·Urst1la stt1n1bled for,vard i11to tl1c roo111 a11d 
Ji terally fell i11to l1is ,11·111!. 

l11 tl1e t,\-i11kli11g of a11 eJ·e, 011e of l1is ha11ds 
,vas over lier n1ot1tl1 a11cl one of l1is arms ,vas 
r(ltt11d her ,vaist. I-Ie l1uted the thougl1t of 
11si11g ,·iolc11ce to,vards a. '"·0111an, but he could 
11ot afford to be over-sc1,.1pt1lous. 

Des1)ite l1er f ra11t.ic str,rggles, lie lif tecl lier 
off l1cr feet as easily as if sl1e ,vere a cl1ild. 

'' The door!:,, 110 cxcli1i111(.lcl in ,\ lo\\', i11te11se 
\\·his}Jer. "Close it, a11d lo<·k it 011 tl1e i11side !" 

Et 1el fle,v to obe),,., a11cl at the sarne ti1110 
tl1e detective carried }1is strL1g~li11g capti,re 
acl'oss the ruo111-J1is ]1u11d still ove1" her 
111ot1tl1-a1ul dropJJ.ed l1c1· i11to an easy-cl1air .. 
Tl1e11 lie bo1111d a11d gagged J1c1· i11 the san1e 
,vay. tl1at l1e l1ad bo1111ll n11d gagged the 
Squire. 

Fi11ally lie raisccl heir ge11t]y iti l1is ar111s, 
01lc11c<l tl1e secret 1Ja11e), a11<l set her i11Eide. 

Lady U 1·sttla ,Yero removed fron1 behind t.he 
panel a11d se11t to Sheffield, along ,vith tl10 
serva11ts, i11 charge of an esco1t. 

Fro1n beg-i1111ing to e11d the detective's plans 
,vere carried out without the slightest liitch, 
and ,vhen at last the st1n 1~se over the trees 
of Abbc:yvalc Pai·k, he looked do,vn 011 a 
siler1t and deserted-looking hoU8e, ,vl1ose only 
in1nates ,\·ere a couple of plain-clot.hes n1e11 
,vho had bce11 left behind to mo1111t gttard 
o,·er tl1c 11r1dcrgrou11d 1ni11t. 

CHAPTER 11. 
An Unexpected Meeting I 

T HI~ 11et ,vas tigl1t.e11ing, slo,, .. Jy b11t st1rcJy 
t.he 1·est. c1f tl1e Order of the Ring ,vcre 
fi11di11 g tl1cir ,,·ay i11to tl1e n1eshes. 
Ethel A11derso11 ,vas left at Sheffield 

i11 a suite of private apartme11ts at the 
\\

1harncliffe llotcl, and Nelson J~ee 1nade his 
'\'ay do,v11 to Blac-ksa11d, detern1i11cd, no,v 
that lie had sufficic11t evidence, to a1·rest Sit 
PJ1ilip A11derso11. 

It ,,,,as l1alf-1>ast. ten, a11d tl10 1noon u·as 
JJlaying l1idc a11cl seek ,vith the slo,vly-drifti11g 
111asses of clo11d ,\. l1icl1 a fa int sot1th•easterly 
IJreeze ,vas lazily drifti11g across the sea o,·cr 
lllacksa11d BaJr. 

No,v tl1e sce11e 011 both la11d a11cl sea wns 
plu11gcd in i11k:y blackness. No,v the moon 
bul'st tl1rot1gl1 tl1e clouds and flooded it ,vitl> 
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siJ,,.ery light, bringing into ~old ~elief the 
straggling li11e of cottages ,vh1c~ fringed ~he 
curving beach aI_Jd the _tv.·o grim, to":er1ng 
cliffs that stood like sentinels on ench side of 
the e11 tra11ce to the bay. 

T,vo men were standing nt tl1e door of 
Blacksa11d Grange, \'r·hich ,\·as perched on the 
su1nmit of 011e of these cliffs. One of the men 
\\·as Nelson Lee, and the otl1er ,vas an i11-
spector of the local police, ,vho had been told 
off to nccon1pany the detective -to t11e Grange 
in order to assist in tl1e arrest of Sir PhiliIJ 
Anderson. 
. '' 'l,l1ey n~~st_ have ~one to bed," said the 
1uspeetor. · Ring a~a1n !" 

'I'l1e clctective raised l1is hand, tl1en l1e 
l(l\Yered it again, nnd 11odded to his 

• compa111on. 
'' It.'s all I"ight," lie said. "I hear someone 

coming. You do the talking." 
He l1acl scarcely finisl1ed spenkillg before the 

door OIJened and t.l1e bt1tler HJ)f1C'a reel. Tl1e 
moon l1acl retired behi11d tl1e clotitl~~ ~trid tl1c 
t,vo me11 ,vei·e ull bt1t i11visible. 
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"Wl10 is it?'' said the bt1tler, peering out 
into the darkness. 

'' I11spector Pollock," said the inspector. 
"Is Sir Philip at home?,., 

'' He isn't,'• re1Jlied the butler, "b11t -vL1e're 
expecting him back at nny moment.'' 

"Do J'Olt kno,v ,vhcre l1e's gone?" asked tl1e 
inspector. 

'' Yes. He arid a cot1ple of gent.lcmen who 
are staying l1ere ,yent out abot1t eigl1t o'clock 
fo~· an e, .. e11ing's fisl1ir1g ir1 tl1e lJay. They 
said t-lie~· ,vottld be l1acli: auot1t l1alf-1Jast ten, 
so tl1at in all JJrobability the}· ,ron't be ,·cry 
lo11g no,\·. ,,.,.ill :yot1 ste1J insicle ur1d ,,·ait ?" 

The ir1spect<)r l1elcl a ,vl1is1Jered cons11lt,!tiun 
Yt"itl1 Nelson l~ee . 

"\,~c ,vill go dow11 at1d meet l1im,7' ~aid 
tl1e detective. "If ,,·e go i11side it is just 
JJossilllt-~ t}1at. the bt1tler 1niL'"l1t. ser1d fJne of t.he 
sc-~r·-- t<J ir1{oi-1n Sir Pl1ilip tl1nt Nelso11 Lee 
and a }Jolicen1an are l1ere, ~r1d nre ,vait.i11g 
£01· hin1 tlJJ at tl1e l1ou:.,e; ar1d :yot1 can guess 
,vhat ,Yol1ld hnppcr1 tl1e11 ?" 
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'' Qt1itc so," said the i11spector. "Sir Philip 

'1\~011ld 11e,yer come near the l1ouse at all. He 
WOt1ld simplr cut and run.,, 

The detective stepped for,vard into the light 
a11d addressed the bt1tler. 

''Is there anybody \\Tith Sir Philip except 
his t""O friends?'' he aske(l, 

"No, sir." 
'' Not e,-en a fisherman?'• 
"No, sir." 
"They have go11e out jn a boat, I p1·esume, 

and not fishing f 1·om the shore ?'' 
'' They',·e gone in a. little four-oared boat 

belonging to Sir Philip.'' 
·'' Where will ·they lflnd ?'' 
·'' Ha,·e :yot1 ev·er bee11 do,•ln tl1is cliff?'' 
''Yes.'' 
'' Then :you probably kno,v that there's a 

11arro,v zig-zag path, starti11g just outaide 
tl1e gates of the Grange and ru11ning do,vn 
the face of the cliff?" 

'' Y cs, · I k110,v it ,v.,11. '' · 
This \\"as perfectly true. The detective 

}i..acl explored t}1e cliff on tl1e n1orni11g after 
the Cl1ief had murdered t!1e constab~ who 
]1ad discovered the ship",,recked party in the 
ca,.,.e. 

That had occurred aft.er the wreck of tho 
Dolphin. a11d t.here ,vas not· the slightest 
doubt, but except for the constable's un­
t-in1ely death at t.he 11.ands of the Cl1ief, 
Nelson Lee wo11ld have sma-shed the Order 
of the Ring that same 1light. As it was, the 
rogties escaped with the help of Sir P!iilip 
Anderson. 

·'' \Vhen the tide is out,'' continued the 
butler, '' the path r11ns rigl1t down on to 
the beach. When the tide is full, as it is 
to-night, t.he sea comes t1p to the foot of 
the cliff. and the last fe,v )1'ards of tl1e path 
are under wat.cr. Just about high-,,,.ater 
mark there's & little cave.'' 

•• I remember it,'' said Nelson Lee. 
'' Well, they'll run their boat into tl1at 

cave,J, said the ~tttler. '' There's en iro11 
ring in t.he side of tl1e cave to which they'll 
fasten tl1e boat, and tl1en tl1ey'll scramble 
out and walk up the cliff. When the t.ide 
goes out the boat will be .high and dry in 
tl1e ca,·e, and ,viii have to ren1ain there ttntil 
it's high ,Yater again.'' 

'' Thank yot1,'' said Nelson Lee. '' Our 
busi11ess ,vith Sir Philip will not take 111,.ore 
than a moment or t"ro to transact, so I don't 
'think ,ve will come inside; we'll go and meet 
him.,,. 

With these words he turnecl on his heel, 
and led the way along tl1e short neglected 
drive, through the massi ,·e iron gates, and 
down the. zig-zag path on th·e face of the cliff. 

Half-,vay do,vn the detective l1alted, and 
held up his hand. 

'' Confound thie darkness!,, he growled. 
'' I ,vish the moon ,vot1ld come out.. I 
thougl1t I heard them t.l1en. '' 

They continued their descent for another 
t,,·c11ty or thirty yards, tl1en tho detective 
once more halted, and signed to his com­
panion to do the @ame. 

'' Do l1 ou hear th~m? '' he " 4 hispered. 

Tl1e i11spector nodded his head. ...t\bo,·c 
the low murmur of the placid sea he distinctly 
heard the. clang of an iron ring, and the hum 
of h11ma11 voices. 

'' '11hey'ro making tho boat fast,'' said 
Xelson Lee. '' We'll wait for them l1cre, 
'\\ .. here the path is fairly broad.'' 

A mome11t or two later the , .. oices grc,"· 
s11ddenly more distinct, and wore accoil1-
Ilanied by the sot1nd of scrambling foot­
steps. 

'' They're coming tip the path,'' ,vl1ispcred 
Nelson Leo. '' Get out yot1r handcuffs, and 
be ready ,vith your truncheon in case he 
sho,vs fight.'' · 

The inspector drew his tr11ncheon, and 
whipped out tho iron bracelets ,vhicl1 ,vere 
destined .for Sir Philip's wrists. Tl1e detec­
tive pulled out his revolver. 

Nearer a11d nearer came the footsteps. 
Louder and n1orc distinct became the three 
men's voice. Then, all at once, to the in­
spector's surprise, the detective ga,"e a. 
violent start, and clutched .him by the arm. 

'' Listen ! '' ho gasped, in a low, . excited 
,vhisper. '' Surely, I can't be mistaken! 
They are the voices of--'' 
· He had no need to complete his sentence, 
for at that moment the moon burst suddenly 
through the clot1ds, and bathed the rugged 
cliff in a flood of light. 

And, there, not half a dozen yards a,vay~ 
stood Sir Philip Anderson, the o,vner of 
Blacksand Grange, with the Chief on his 
lcf t .hand, and the Doctor on his right I 

The next instant the clouds closed over tho 
n1oon again, and enveloped the cliff in a 
1nantle of impenetrable darkness. 

CHAPTER 12. 
The Drama on the Cliff I 

I r· ,vould be hard to say v;hich of tl1e 
. five was the most surprised by tl1is un­

expected meeting, Nelson Lee and the 
inspector, or Sir Philip and }1is t,vo 

con1panio11s. It would be equally .hard t.o 
say whether Nelson Lee or the Chief was 
the first to regain his presence of n1ind. 
For the brief half second that the moor1 re• 
mainod in view they both stood rooted to 
the spot in stupefied bewilderment. The 
moment the moon disappeared behind the 
clouds, they both awoke from their stupor. 
The detective migl1t have been first, but if 
110 was the Chief was a very good Eecond. 

Revolver in .hand, the detective started 
towards the spot where he had last seen t.he 
three men standing. At .the same instant 
tl1e Chief snatched up the boathook, which 
had fallen from Sir .Philip's trembling hand, 
innd lashed.;~ out into the darkness. It wa1 a 
random blow, but, as luck wot1ld have it, the 
boathook struck Nelson Lee on the shoulder, 
and felled him to the ground. . 

Before he could scramble to his feet, th'e 
Chief sprang towards him, and lunged af; 
l1is heart ,vith the sharp encl of l1is weapon. 



28 THB ,1•TELSOA-r LEE ... LIBHABY 

Qtti(~k as thought, the detccti ,ro grasped 
fl1(~ boathook "'it,h botl1 hands, and the 11cxt 
moment the t,vo "~ere st.ruggling fiercely. 

In the 1neantime, tl1c inspector \\·as not 
iclle. l?ollo\ving Nelsor1 I~ce's example, tl1e 
moment tl1e n10011 ,vas obscuted by tl1e 
clottds Ito rushed to ,vl1crc l1e had seen tl10 
three men standing. ~11orc by chance than 
design, he- collided ,vith Sir Philip,. and 
knoclced him backwards into the ·Doctor's 
arms. Tl1e -latter pron1ptly pushed Sir 
Philip aside, and sprang at the inspector, 
but, with lightning-like rapidity, tl1e !!!Spec .. 
tor clenched his fist a.nd stopped his assilant's 
rtish ,vith a rasping blow in the mouth. 

As the Doctor staggered back, the inspec .. 
tor dar~ed after him, and dealt him a blo,v 
witl1 his truncheon that stretched him sense• 
less at his feet. At tl1e same instant Sir 
Pl1ilip recovered his presence of mind and 
flung lii1nself upon the inspector from be­
hind. \Vith a back,vard kick, the inspector 
forced him to reiease his .hold, and then, in 
the t\\,.inkling of an eye, he spun round on 
his heel, · s,vung his truncheo11 as he turned, 
and cat1ght Sir Pl1ilip a sledgehammer blo,v 
on the side of tl1e l1ead that sent him reel­
ing to,Yards the edge of the narrow path. 

By a superhuman effort, Sir Philip re­
cov·ered his balance in the nick of time, but 
,before he· could collect his scattered wits, 
for tl1e blow had partially dazed him, the 
inspeetor seized him bl' the throat, and 
forced him to hia knees. 

~'Now-coming quietly ?1
• he panted, with 

a. threatening flourish of his truncheop. 
'' Y cs-yes. The game's up ! '' moaned Sir 

Philjp, who was shivering with fear . . 
'' Hold up your hands, then l'' 
Like a beaten cur Sir Philip obeyed. 
Click !· His left wrist was encircled by 

& bracelet of steel. Click 1 And his rigl1t 
wrist ,vas treated in the same manner. Sir 
Philip was a prisoner! 

Flushed with triumph, the inspector then 
turned 1·ound to render assistance to Nelson 
.Lee. ' 

Locked in each otl1er's arms, the t""o were 
rolling and writhing on the narrow path, 
first one and then the other uppermost. 
Inch by inch they approached the edge, too 
madl)r excited to bo conscious of their peril. 
Tl1en, all at once, the ground seemed to 
sink 11nder them, a.nd the next instant, just 
as the inspector turned round, they both 
rolled over tl1e edge of the path, and 
'"a.nished into space. 

Luckily for both of tl1em, the rocky ledge 
from ,vhich they fell was not much more 
than fif t.ccn feet abo,·e high-water mark. 
Luckily, too, tl1e tide was at the full, and 
the sea ,,?.a.s perfectly calm, so Miat, instead 
of. falling on to the rocks at the foot of the 
cliff, as ,vould otherwise have been the oase, 
tlteJ' merely plunged into three or four 
fa.thorns of almost unruffled water. But even 
so t.he shock which they rP.ceived when they 
struc~ tl1e s11rface of the ,vater was quite 
st1ffic1ent to daze them for e, t.ime1 a.nd to 

cause rt:J1em to relax t!1eir grip on ea.ch 
other's tl1roat. 

On tl1is occasio11 tl1e (~hief \\·as tl1e first 
to regain his 8Cattercd ~,.its~ and withot1t a 
1nome11t's loos of time he strttck out for tl10 
shel\'-ing - bcacl1 wl1iclt stretcl1ed in a semi­
circular curve bct,vec11 t"'o grim cliffs on 
each side of tl1c cove. Before he had taken 
.t,venty· strokes, tl1e detective ,vas i11 .liot 
pursttit. He cottld 11ot sec tl1e Cl1ief. of 
course, for tl1e moon y.·as still hidden heh i11cl 
the clouds, hl1t his q t1ick cars caugl1t tl1~ 
almost- inaudible splash of the fugiti\Te's 
overarm strokes, a11d by· tl1ese alone he 
steere_d his cot1rse. 

As soon ,is tl1e C1}1icf discovered this lie 
turned himself o,·cr on his back and co11-
tented l1imsclf ,vith floating for a while. 
A stiffish ct1rrent ran across the little bay, 
and w.hc11 this had carried him some dist.ance 
to\\ .. ards the opposite cliff, lie tl1rned once 
more, and strucl, ottt for the b&~ch. 

B y thJat. tin1e, the detecti,·o had aLan• 
cloned the cl1aso i11 despair; his ad·ver• 
sary's cttnning rnso l1aving depri,·ed 
him of all cltto to the scoundrel's 

w.hereabouts, and, alter ·spending se'\·eral 
minutes i11 a vain attempt to pick up tho 
scent. he followed the Cl1ief's ex,ample, and 
struck 01tt for t,l1e bea.cl1. 

Fringing t.l1c shores of the covo "ras tl1e 
village of BJacl\sand~ which consisted of a 
stragglir1g line of hotiscs, facing the sea. 
In front of the l1ouses was an ill-pa,rcd road, 
and in fro11t of tl1c road, divided from it by 
a lo,v \\·all, was the steeply-sloping beacl1. 
The 1.1pper part of this beach ,vas ne,rer 
covered by the sea, even at the highest tides, 
and in f root of the ,vall \\"as a. long line 
of fishing boats, wit,h here and there a 
plea1nire boat, some fitted with motors, 
dra,vn up beyond the reach of the ,va,·es. 

When Nelson Lee had scrambled up t-110 
beach and wa.s dimbing over the low stone 
wall, a grt1ff ,·oice hailed him t1hrough the 
darkness, arid a n1oment later a coast-watoher 
flashed a torclt in his face. 

''Hallo! '\\""ho nre vou?" dema11ded the • 
ooast-watcheT'. 

Then he st-a1·t.ed back ,vit.h nn exclamation 
of amazement. 

''Why, it's l\fr. Lee, the detective, isn't 
it?'' he gasped. ''You're the gentleman we 
rescued on the night when the Firefly ,, .. as 
wrecked!'' 

"I am,'' said Nelson Lee, wringi-n.g the 
water from his dripping coat. '' I came 
down here to-night t.o arrest Sir Philip An­
derson. The inspector and I went up to the 
Grange together, and while we were hunt• 
ing for our man we sudd_enly came face to 
face with him, and the Chief and the Doc• 
tor of the Order of the Ring! The en• 
count.er took place on the path · which r11ns 
down the cliff below Sir Philip's house. The 
inspector \\'ent for Sir Philip and the Doc• 
tor, and I went for the Chief. After a des• 
perate struggle we both rollled into the sea, 
v.'here the Chief succeeded in giving me the 
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Tbe figure in the tree stirred and suddealJ a noose dropped clean ovar the shoulders ol 
the detective. Mexi momeni Lee was snatobed ol bis feet and whirled Into the air. 

slip. 1'he pl'obabilitj· is tl1at I1e'll try to 
Ja11d <)11 the beach here-if l1e hns11't clone so 
already-al1cl I want· you to be on the ,Yatch 
for hin1. I can't stay m:yself, for I don't 
kno,v 110,v the inspector l1ns got on, and I 
mt1st h111·ry back and see if he needs Dlll' 
help.'' 

'' .. t\.ll rigl1t, sir. I'll be 011 the look-011t 
for tl1e begg,1r ! '' said the coast-,vatcl1er. 
'' W:hat sl1all I do if I collar him?'' 

Before the detective had tin1e to repl~y t11e 
n10011 burst sttdden]y t•hl'ough tl1e clot1ds and 
flooded . tl10 co, .. e \\~1th ligl1t. 'I,he detecti,le 
tur11e<l a11cl sca11ned the ~·c,i ,, .. itl1 an eager, 
circling gla.11ce. The11 a startled cry btlrst 
from his lips. 

'' \,711at is it-?'' gas1)e<l the coast.-,vatcl1er, 
,vhee1in g l'Ot1nd_. 

''Look!" criecl NclsoI1 JJee, pointi11g to­
"~ards the opposite end of the beacl1. 

The coast-,vatcher looked. Then he, too, 
uttcrecl a startled cry. 

For the Chief had· a1rcaclv effected n Ja11c]-... 
ing. He ,vas in tl1e act of <l1·aggi11g a hea,'.", .. _ 
looki11g boat to the edge of the ·\\1ater. '11l1ey 

sa,v l1im launch lier and attempt to s·cra111Lle 
in over the stern sheets. · · 

Quick as thought the d~tecti,~e· ,,..at1lted o·vcr 
the ,val~ v.·l1ich divided the road f1·om tl1e. 
beacl1. The coast-watcher promptly follo,tecl 
l1is example; and an instant later they ,vel'e 
tearing across the sands as fast as t.heir legs 
,Yot1ld cariy them. . Long before they coiild 
interfere, 110,vever, the Chief ,vas aboard l1is 
boat and be11ding over somethi11g amidships. 
T:he11 t.hero came to tJ1eir ears the splt1tter 
and roar of a n1otor, the p1·opeller cht1r11ed 
the shallo,v ,vater to foam, ancl the stole11 
1notor-boat shot out i11to deep ,vater and 
l1eaded for tl1e horizon. By the time Nel5011 
Lee and l1is companion reached the ,vatc1''s 
edge l1e ,,:as fttlly a quarter of a mile fro111 
the beach a11d speeding away into the 11ight, 
leaving- a ,vl1itc "\Yake spreading fan,viso 
aster11. 

0 \Ve'll l1ave to follow!'' sl1ot1ted Nelsor1 
Lee, darting to the boats. 

But as Juel{ ,vould have it, there ,va.s 11ot 
one motor-boat that had petrol aboard, or 
else the Chief had helped l1imself to all 
he could lay l1is hands 011. To ha ,·e gone 
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up 4 .to the village for l?etrol and then set 
off in pursuit l\·ould have been .hopeleas. 
Already the Chief's boat \\"as but a tmy .speck 
in the moonlit waters. 

•• It's no 11se, air,'' said the ooast-wateher, 
a-baking his head. '' He's got too good a 
start. 'J 

The deteotive stared at ti1e speeding 
motor-boat, and then, with a suddenness 
that was positively atartling, the moon re• 
tired behind the clouds and darkness swal­
lowed it ltfJ. 

CHAPTER 13. 

In the Lions' Den r 

I NSPECTOR POLLOCK had not been 
idle. When he realiaed what had hap­
pened to Nelson Lee hia fint thought 

, was to go to his aid, but he could not 
··ao that until he had taken his two prisoners 
•u, v.·here they would be 1afe. The Doctor 
recovered conaoioumesa only to find himself 
securely handcuff ed. · 
· 'lbe inspector huatled his bruised and 
·dazed prisoners down to tho village and 
handed them over to the care of the Tillage 
constable, aftel" which he set ou\ for the 
beach, intending to arouse aome fishermen 
and institt1te a aearcl1 for Neboo Lee. 

But on the \\t·ay he encountered Nelson 
Lee a11d the coaat-watcher, who "·ere on their 
\\ray to the Grange. • 

'' Thank Heaven you're safe l'' cried the 
inspector, wringing the detective's hand. 
'' I've given you ttp for lost. But what's 
become of the Chief?'' 

'' He's escaped,'' said tl1e detective bitterly. 
-
1111 How have you gt?t on ? " 

l ''Got 'em botl1,'' said the inspector 
laconically. '' They're now in the look-up, 
\\~ith tl1e constable sitting outaide the door. 
I'm taki11g no chances. But how did t;he 
Chief escape!'' _ 

The detective told hin1, and whe11 he had 
finished hia tale the inspector aaid: 
· '' Tl1cn, by Jove, there isn't a moment t.o 
be lost! He can't travel a great distance in 
that cockleshell. He's ·bound to land some~ 
\\"here in this neig'hbourhood. We must im-­
mediately ,vire a description of him all along 
the coast.'' 

''You,re too late," said Nelson Lee with 
a !mile. '' As 800n as we knew that pttr­
suit v,•as hopeless, we knocked up the post­
master, and he is now engaged in telegraph­
ing to all the towns and villages between 
l1ere and Penzance in the west and Dover 
in tl1e east. That ougl1t to ihel.p. '' 
· ''Good!'' said the inspector. '' You don't 
believe i11 letting the grass gro,v under your 
feet, I see. B11t wnat are you going to do 
no\\' ? I 1nust .get back to Plymouth with 
111y priso1.1ers, of cottrse; but it, l'/Oltld be 
madness for you to come ,vith me in your 
present co.ndition. That ,vot1nd· on yot1r head 
v.·ants seeing to, and yo11 need a change of 
clothes.''· 

''True,', aaid Nelson Lee. ''I was com• 
ing up to the Grange to eee ~ow yo~ wet• 
getting on, and then I waa .going to call on 
the Blaoksand doctor. He attended me 
once before, 7ou know-on the night when 
the Fire8y camo ashore. However, there~• 
no need for me t.o go to the Grange now, 
of course. so I shall go straight to the doc• 
tor's and. have my wound dressed.'' 

'' And after that?'' 
'' I Bhall beg a ni-ght'a lodging at ]fore• 

lands Hall.'' 
'' Is that the big house on the opposite 

cli& ?'' 
... Yes. Lord ·Forelands, who lives there, 

was very good to me whe11 I was here before, 
and preased me to make his house my home 
wheneTer I ,vae in this neighbottrhood. So 
I ahall take him at his word .. ' ' 

'' Shall I see you again before yo11 leave?'' 
'' I dot1bt it. U nleas I ge, news of the 

Chief-which I don•t · in the least expect-I 
shall return to London by the first train in 
the morning.'' 

With these worde he ahoek tl1e Inspector 
by the hand and· turned back towards tha 
vill&ge. He went firs, to tha doctor, and 
half an hour later he wu inaide Forelanda 
Hall, the welcomea guea, of Lord !'orelands. 

He spent the night at 1'orelands Hall, and 
left for London the next morning, muoh 
rested and f eelin-g fit.. He had though~ bhi.ngs 
out, and hia next course waa obvious. The 
Squire, Lady Ursula, and the Doctor were 
now all in the hands of the police, and only 
the Chief waa stiH at Ja.rge,· and it was 
doubtful if he dared land on English soil 

• agam. 
Bu, Jack Longford was still a prisoner in 

the hands of die Order of sl1e Ring. Where 
could he be? Every one of the known head­
quarters of the Order had by now been 
raided, but there must be one other haunt 
still to be ,·isited? 

Then, in a flash, N elaon Lee recalled how 
Knight had gone to the Raglan Club, and 
that the Chief and the Doctor had been 
there. That; fact might mean anytl1ing or 
nothing, but it waa plainly his dut1 to visit 
the Raglan Club, a11d, if possible, get inaide 
the building to prove or disprove that it was 
anobher of the order's dens. 

In accordance "rith this plan the detective 
left Blacksand by the morning train and 
arrived in London in the course of the after--
11oon. After a lengthy interview with tjl1e 
officials at Scotland Yard he returned to his 
rooms- in Grays Inn Road and disgt1ised l1im• 
self as a havvker of penny toJ8. A filthy 
red•cotton handke1:chief tightly tied round his 
head eff eotuallly concealed his bandages and 
added not a little to his slovenly and \\roe• 
begone appearance. 

From nine o'clock until midnight he plied 
his trade in the slt1mmy back street ir1 ,vhial:1 
tho R.aglan \\'as situated. Every man who 
went into the club, every man 1vho came _gJ.1t, 
)\'as subjected to a keen and .pcnetrafi11g 
scrt1tin:,", -Y.'itl1 tl1e res11lt that tl1e detective 
recog11ised one as the former ste\\~ard of t-he· 
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Firefly, a11d a second as l1Ir. Stephen Mere• 
dft.h's private seciet~ry~in other ,vords, the 
secretary of the Chief. · · . .· 

,· 

At midnight the, club began to empty, and 
in . a_µ~tl1er qt\artei: of an · hour the last of 
the light~ had ~een. put. out and ihe. place 
was enshrouded 1n da1·kness. A fe,v min,utes 
latQr tb·e· door.· ppeneg . a11d.:J3Iack Br~no, the 
caretaker1 appeared-evidently ,~,-,ith .the in• 
tention of taking a st.roll. lie removed the 
key from the inside ·. of the door and. thrust 
it i11to the key.hole on the outside. . He 
stepped out into the street, closed the door, 
and locked it. Then he thrust the key into_ 
his pocket and .walked a,vay in .the direction 
of .Tottenham Cot1rt Road. 

'' No,v's my · chance!" m11ttered Nelson 
Lee ,vho was ensconced in a11 archway on 
the opposite side·· of. the street.·· ''• .. This burly 
Italian giant is evidently the caretaker,· and 
no,v that he has gone out the place · ,vilt bo 
deserted. I'll slip i11 throttgh -one of _ the 
back ,vindows and--'' •. 

Suddenly he paused for at that moµient 
a- 'fo1·eign-'lookirig individual-evidently-· a 
sailor by his dress-,valked up to the door 
of the clt10 and rang tl1e bell. B1·uno was 
then about twenty_ yards a,~ay_, ~u.t for sol'ne 
reason or· other he happened to look round 
just then, and seeing the man at the door, 
he tttrnecl on his heel and can1e back. 

''Hallo! \Vho are yot1, and ,vhat d'you 
,va11t ? "· the detective heard ·hin1 ask. 

. 

The sailor said something in a lo,v -,·oicc 
which the detective could not l1ear. Black 
Bruno started, and held out his h~11d. The 
sailor f ttmbled in his pocket and produced 
a letter. which Bruno snatched from his hand 
,vith ill-concealed eagerness. For a moment 
or t,vo longer the t,,.,o 1ncn conversed in 
,vhispers ; tl1en the _sailor took his departure, 

. ,vhilst. Brtlno tlnlocked the door and entered 
tl1e clt1b again. 

,,~hat ,vas tl1e mca11i11g of this curious 
sce11e? 

The detective stood in tl1e arcl1,vay opposite 
tl1e clt1b, and presently he saw a light 
spring 11p :in the baseme11t. · · A fe,v mint1tes 
later a seconc! light appeared in one of the 
,vindo,vs · at tl1e tGp of the house. r.rhe light 
in the basement remained ,vl1ere it was, but 
the seco11d light kept dodging abobt, first 
in 0110 room and then i11 ar1otller, for all the 
v.-.orld as thoi1gh someone ,vere moving abol1t 
the house ,vith an electric torcl1 ;in his hand. 

HEN 11early an hot1r l1ad elapsed the 
detective's curiosity co11ld stand the 
suspense no longer. ;By hook or 
crook he mtrst see what Bruno was 

doing; he m11~t · find otit the 1neaning of 
that wandering will-o'-wisp light. 

The Raglan stooq at the , corner of t\\~o 
streets, or rathe1" at the comer of a street 
and a narro,v, dirty lane. The detective 
crossed the street and glided do\v11 tl1e lane. 
About fifteen yards from the corner he came 
to a wooden door which aooarently led into 

.. .. . 

the. yar~ at .the back of_ t~e club. (!p~,11 
trying the handle be fo@d that the door· 
was locked, but by th~. ~id of a_ bunch of 
keys ,vhich he a1ways carried with hirii_~"l~e 
speedily let l1imself in. 

He then fo11nd l1imself in a stone-flagged 
yard surrounded on three sides by . higl1 
brick walls, the. fourth side being for1ned 
by tl1e. back of the. h·ous.e. All the_ ,yjndq)vs 
of the latter: ,,,.e1 .. e i11 da.rknes.s,. an~ after 
,vaiting for 11earlY. ten .. minutes )vitho_ut . di~7 
ooveri11g a11y sign of life he cre·pt _up to ·one 
of the lo,ver lYindows, forced back the catch, 
threw up the sash and c-at1tiously sq11eezed 
l1imself through. 

''ARE you the man they call Black 
. Bruno? If yot1 are, I. have a lette.r 

• :. ► for you ft:Qln the .president .o~ .-_:you_r 
... - I b " . 'l µ • ,• . . .,,, . 

s·uch \\1ere tl1e 4 \\&Ords the sailor l1ad 
addressed to Bru110-the ,Yords the det_e.cti ve 
l1ad n·ot caµg~t. · . · 

Bruno started, for ~•the· president of the 
clt1b " could only mean the Chief. · 

0 \\7here is it?" he asked, holding out :h•is 
hand. · 

-The sailor produced· the lett,er _ .. and · h(lnded 
iit over. · · · 

*' Where- did ~1 ot1 meet tl1e Chief_:I mea11, 
the llresident ?'' asked Bruno. 

11 At Cherbourg," said the· sa.ilor. "He ,vas 
bro11ght i11to tl1at port by· a ]french fishi11g­
boat, ,vl1ich l1ad pi~ked. him ttp in an _open 
motor-boat, having run out of petrol, ._I 
believe, somcvfhere in the Channel. Our 
steamer ,vas just on the -point of sailing for 
London \\·hen he landed, and he ga,,.e. 1no 
!hat letter and a tEfn-pound note to- bring it. 
to lTOt1.'' · - ·· . · 

''Have ~·011 to take an· answer back?" , . · 
"Oh, no. I don't st1ppose I shall ever see 

tl1e gent.lemar1 again.'1 
· 

' ' Then I'll ,vis11 yo11 good-night," said.• 
Brttno. .., I'm anxiotis to see wh·at ·tliis 
letter's about.'' · · 

The sailor took his departt1re, and Brt1no 
1111locked the door and re-entered the ·club. 
Having carefully locked _tl1e door he ,vent 
do\vn to· his sitt.ing-room in the, basemeri~ 
and E,,·itched on the light. The11 he broke 
t.he seal of the envelope and spread -out the· 
letter tipon the table. 

It ,vas ,,,.ritte11 in t.I1e secret cipher of the 
Order of the R.ing, but Brttno was perfectly 
familiar with the key, and had 110 difficulty· 
in translating it. lt ran as folio\\,.! 1 

u All is lost, £01 .. the present, at any rate. 
Lady Ursula, the .Squire, and the Doctor ai:e 
all in cu~tcdy, and I have only just 
1nanaged to escape arrest by the skin of _my 
teeth. Engl~nd is too hot for me jtt-st no,v, 
so I'm going to take up my quarters ,vit11 
our comrades :in Paris for a while. In the~ 
meantime, the Raglan is a standing dan_qc1· 
to us. for if once that ct1rsed Nelson Lee 
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gets into tlie place and discovers those boolcs 
and paperi in the safe the . Order of the 
Riiig will be complete]~ ru1_ned. I l1ave 
decided therefore, that 1t will be best to 
make ~ clea~ swe~p of the pla~ and a.II 
it contair1s, 1nc~ud1ng Jack Longford. In 
other ,vords, I want you to set fire to the 
clttb an{l bttrr1 it to the gro11nd. , 

"As the safe is a fireproof onef JlOtt l1ad 
better open it and scatter tl1e books a11d 
JJapers abot1t. the floor, so as to n1ake sure 
tl1a t t.hej-r ,vill a_ll be destroj"ed. The lock, as VOLi k110,v, i~ a co1nbination lock, SO tl1ere 
is i-io key. Tl1c ,vord ,vhich _opens th_e safe 
,,·as cl1a11ged at our last 1l1eet1ng. It 1s no,v 
' Absolu.' 

"Fi1·c, tl1~ place to~11ight if ~'Ott possibly 
can, a11d then conic o·ver a 11d join n1e a.t 011r 

Fre11cl1 establisl11ne11t i11 tln1 A,·ent1e de la 
11ennion. 

'' THE CHIEF." 

·Lil,e all otl1er 111e111bers of the Order of 
tl1e l-li11g, Black Brt1no l1ad tl1e most un-­
S\vervi11rr faith i11 tl1e ,visdom of the Cl1ief. 
No th~11gl1t of qt1estioni11g the Cl1ief's 
,lecision ever ent-cred l1is n1ind. It ,Yas 
ei-1ot1gh for hi1n tl1at the Chief had com• 
1na11ded l1im to bt1rn the Raglan to tho 
o-round, and ,v itl1out a 11101nent's hesitatio11 
he }Jron1ptl~, set to ,vork: to carry ottt his 
orders. 

Ravi11g collected on arn1ful of shavings 
arid paper he lit a ~a11dle and \\"ent upstairs. 
Witl1 the help of t-l1e shavings and the pape1 .. , 
together ,vitll a miscellaneot1s assortment of 
lun1ber, he co11str1.1cted an eno1·mot1s bonfire 
just outside the door of tl1e attic in which 
.Jack Lo11gfor:I was imprisoned. H~ did not 
light .ft jt1st tl1en, btit ,ve11t down to tl1e 
laGdi11g belo\V a11d prepared another bonfire 
there. A thi1·d ,vas bt1ilt in the meeting ... 
rootn, a large room on tl1e first floor, at. one 
end of ,vl1ich stood a massive iron safe. A 
fot1rtb \\~as erected i11 tl1e billiard-room on 
tl1e grou11d floor. • 

When his fot1r bo11fires ,vere completed tl1e 
Italian proceeded to drench them all \\ritl1 
paraffin. · He tl1en ,vent up to the attic again 
,vhere the young engineer-all ttnconscioLts 
of his coming peril-,va•s fast asleep on a 
heap of stra,v. An iron ring had been 
riveted to one of his ankles, a11d to this a 
short steel chain l1ad been affixed, the other 
end of tl1e chain being fastened to an iron 
staple in the ,vall. 

.. \'\
7ake up, 1ny f rie11d. Wake tlp and l1ear 

the joyf11l ne,vs, '' said Brttno, .shaking him 
roughly by the arm. 

'' What :is it?" ya,v11ed Jack, sitting up and 
rubbing his eyes. , 

"I,,"e been ordered to set you free," said 
Brttno. 

"To set me free?'' cried Jack, suddenly 
becoming ,vide a,,,ake. "It can't be true' 
Yot1're mocking me!" · 

Tha It.alian lat1ghed and rubbed his hands. 

'' \Vhat I t.ell )"Ott is perfectlJ·_ t.rt1e," 110 
said. '' Tl1is ,rery nigl1t yottr long imprison• 
n1ent comes to an end. I am going to give 
JrOll your liberty. Can ~:-au guess ho,," J 3111 

going to do it?" 
Jack shook his head. 
"Well, I isten, and ~-rot1 sl1a 11 hear ! " sa icl 

Brttno, ,vitl1 a fiendish grin. 
He step1Jed to tl1e door and str11ck a n1atcl1. 

He flt1r1g it on the bo11fire, "'"hich imn1ecli·· 
atellr bt1rst i:1to fla1nes. 

'' That's ho\\r- 1'111 going to set yo11 free!'' 
l1e said, }Jtttting l1is head ,in at t]1e cloor 
again. "Good-bs·e !" 

He strode past tl1e blazing l1eap n11cl 
l1urried do\,,.nstairs. He applied a ligl1t~cl 
1natch to t.he second bonfire and 1·t1shed do1.,·11 
to the 1neeting-1·oorn. He ,vas just abo11t 
to fire the third of his oil-soaked piles of 
lumber \\"hen l1is eyes fell on the safe. 

"Per ba-;.co ! I've forgotten to oper1 t.l1P 
safe ! " he n1t1ttered to hi111sel f. 

He sprang to the safe, candle in l1u11(I, 
a11d began tc, adjt1st the letters of tlie 
combination lock. Ile l1ad got as far as 
" .. i\.bs " ,vl1en a sharp metallic click fell 011 

his start.led ears, arid on tur11i11g rot111cl l1e 
fo11nd himself face to face ,vith Nelson I ... ee, 
,,·ho ,vas covering him witl1 a re,·ol ver. 

"Hands llp !" said the detecti,,.e ster11ly. 
Bt1t the ,Yords had scarcel:y crossed his 

li1ls ere Bruno st1ddenly dashed tl1e - candle 
to tl1e ground and ht1rled himself ttpon I,ee. 

Nothing dat1nted, he grappled with his 
burl~,. foe -in a desperate ha11d-to-hand e11-

co11nter. Over and over they rolled 011 the 
floor, tl1e d ir1 of their furious combn t n1i11g .. 
li11g \\"ith the l1iss ancl t.he roar of tl1e 
blazing heaps upstairs. 

Suddenly abo,Te the crackling of tl1e Hames 
a ,vild, despairi11g cry came: 

''Help! Help!" 
UJJ to that moinent Nelson Lee l1ad no 

proof that Jack Longford was imprisoned in 
the Ragla11~ and the sound of Jack's ,roice, 
the kno"~lcdge that the 3i·ot1ng engineer \\yas 
in deadly peril, aeted upon Ne]s011 Lee like 
a sudden electric, shock. It galv·anised hiR 
flagging energies into life again and fillecl 
him for the moment ,vith a Vlild bttrst of 
strength that \\'as absolutely irresistible. 

With one terrific iSledge--hammer blo,v he 
loosened half the Italian's teeth. Tl1en ht1rl­
ing his btirly foe aside, leaped to his feet 
and snatched ttp his revolver. Clubbing the 
weapon, he dealt Black Bruno a blo,v be­
hind the ear that stretched him senseless at 
his feet. Then he rt1sl1ed to the ~,indow and 
drew up the sash. · · 

Crack, crack, crack t 
Tl1ree times in rapid st1ccession 110 fired 

into the air and a"~oke the startled echoe~ 
of the silent street. 

''Fire! Fire! Fire!'' 
Three times he yelled at the ·top of his 

voice. Then he sprang over Bruno's pros• 
trate form, snatched tt·p an axe ,,,hich he saw 
lying on tl1e ffoor, and darted from the rOQOL 
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CH A PT ER 14. '' A file a file! !Jave you a file?" he 
gasped, ,vhen Nelson Lee sprang to,vards hi1n 
after openin·g the windo,v. Fighting the Flames I 

B RUNO had built a bonfire in the 
billiard-room on the gro11nd floor, a 
second in the meeting-room on the 
first floor, a th-ird on the landing on 

t-he second floor, and a fourth otttside t.he 
door of the attic in which Jack Longford 
was imprisoned. He had intended, of cot1rse, 
to fire them all before he left the cll1h, 
bi1t after he had set fire to the one otttside 
it}1e attic door and the one on the second 
floor landing, and before he had time to 
ligl1t the one ,in the meeting-room tl1e 
detective l1ad tackled hin1 and had pt1t a 
stop t-o l1is incendiary proceedings. 

These bonfires were constructed of shavings 
and lu111ber saturated with · paraffin-oil, a11d 
wh~n 011ce alight not only burnt ,vith extra­
ord1r1ary fierceness, bt1t ,vere practically 
i nex ti 11gt1 i.sha ble. 

· As a matter of fact, by the time the detec­
tive reached the la11ding on the second floor 
the bonfire ,,·as a roaring mass of white .. }1ot 
flames, ,v h!le the ,voode11 floor, the ,, banister 
of the staircase, and even the stairs them­
selves were alread~, ablaze in a dozen different 
places. 

8Yliftly, Jtet ca11tious1y, tl1e detective pickecl 
l1is ,vay across the bt1rning landing and 
1·t1shed to the foot of the attic stairs. The 
fi1·e whicl1 Brt1no had kindled ot1tside the 
attic door \\ras blazi11g with even greater £ t1ry 
than the 011e on t-l1e landir1g, and the na1~ro,v 
space at the top of the stairs was a veritable 
inferno of smoke a11d flame. 

In other ,vords, bet,veer1 himself and the 
attic door ,,~as a six-foot wall of madlv­
,vhirling flames. A11d ·before he co11ld reacl1 
Jack Longford-,vhose cries for help had no,v 
give11 place to feeble, stifled moa11s-he sa,v 
ho m11st fight· J1is ,vay through tl1is roaring 
belt of fire. 

"1~ith the 11tn1ost coolness ]1e \\"hipped off 
l1is coat and wrapped it round his l1ead. 
The11 he stumbled up the blazing stairs, 

· charged through the thick of the hissi11g 
Harnes, a11d pitched head first into the attic, 
his clothing scorched a11d smouldering, bt1t 
other¥.·ise 11riscathed. 

L11ckily for Jack, the flames had not yet 
spread into the attic, but the room was full 
of blir1ding, sttffocating smoke; and as soon 
as Nelson Lee had scrambled to his feet he 

-groped his ,vay to the \\~indo,v ,vith the 
object of opening it. To his dire dismay he 
fou11d t~at. the ,vi11do,v h~d been boarded· 11p 
on the 1ns1de; but, nothing dau_nted~ he set 
to ,vork ,vith savage d~peration to smash in 
the boards. By the time he had ,vren·ched 
the last away, and had opened the ,vindow to 

· its ,videst extent, the flames ,ve1·e curling 
through the door,vay and were creeping 
across the v.·onn-eaten floor - like darti11g, 
wriggling snakes of fire. 

At the sight of. Nelson Lee, · the yot1ng 
engineer, ,vho had been lying on a heap of 
sh·a,v in the farthest comer of the room, 
roused himself from his letha1~gy and rose to 
his feet. 

"I l1aven't,'' said tl1e detective. ''Why?" 
Jack uttered a 11·oan of d~pair and pqinted 

.to his ankle, on which ,vas a tightly-fitting 
iron band .. · Then he lifted up the stro11g 
steel chain,~ abot1t three yards long. One e11d 
of the chain was fastened to the band 1·ound 
l1is ankle, and the other was firmly secured 
to an iron staple in the wall. On the other 
leg l1e had a similar chai.n at the end of 
,v hich ,vas a ball. 

"It's no good if yo11 haven't· a file,'' said 
the young engineer despairingly. '' You can't 
sa,·e me.'' 

'' I can tl'Y, at any rate," said the detective 
doggedlJ,.· 

He grasped tl1e chain ,vith both hands abo11t 
tl1ree feet from the staple and planted one 
foot against the ,vall. He pulled and tugged 
till the ·veins stood 011t on his forehead like 
knotted cords. Bt1t it ,,,.as all in vain. In 
spite of all his efforts, the staple stt1bbornly 
refttsed to yield. And, in the meantime, the 
flames ,vere making such rapid headway that 
by the time he abandoned his attacK they 
,,yere half-,Yay across the attic floor. 

"It's no good!" groaned Jack agnin. 
''Yo11've done l,.Ottr best, but you ca11't 
accomplish tl1e impossible. Y 011're only 1~isk• 
ing your life by remaining he1~e. Save yot1r­
self before it's too late." 

''Never!'' said the detective between l1is 
clencl1ecl teeth. ''We'll pe1·ish together or 
,Ye'll get out together.'' 

He ,vhipped 011t l1is revolver and examined 
it. It had been loaded in every chamber 
,vhen lie had entered the clttb, bu·t three of 
the chambers had been emptied through the 
meeting-room ,vindo,v in order to nrot1se the 
neighbo11rhood. There we1·e three full 
cartridges left. 

He placed the m11zzle of the weapon quite 
close to the ,vall and fired at the woode11 
pl~•g into ,vhich t-he staple had been d1·iven. 
His first shot reduced it to a mass of 
splinters. Another' vigoro11s pull and the 
chain ,vas free. 

Then, placing tl10 re,~o1ver at a part of 
tl1e other cl1ain, ,,?hich looked extremely l\·orn, 
he fired t,vice a11d severed it. · 

Jack Lo11gford ,vas free 1 

T.' REE ! The ,Yord seemed alm06t a 
Ir-, mockery. The ,vhole of one end of 

.... the attic was already in possession of 
the flames. Tl1e door was on fire in 

half a dozen places-the ceiling in half a 
dozen more. The doo1~vay, t~e Ja~ding out­
side, t.he staircaseJ and the landing below were 
,v1·appcd in one contin11ous sheet of lt1rid 
flame. To ren.cl1 the stairs-even to reach 
the attic door-was an absolute imposaibility. 
To remain ,vhere they ,vel'e meant certain, 
speedy death. 

"Tlie ,vindow 1'' gasped Nelson Lee. "We 
mt1st try the windo,v ! It's our only chance 1" 

He staggered across to the open ,vindow 
and thrust out his head. Jack picked up the 
loose end of }1is chain-the other end ,vas 
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still fastened to the ba11d rot1ncl his ar1kle, of 
eot1rse a11d follo\ved tl1e detective's exnrr1r1le. 
111 tl1e street belo,v ,vns a st1rgir1g c~ro,,-·rl of 
irien n11d ,,,omen, ,vho greetecl their 
afJpearar1ce ,vith frantic s1-u>uts of excitement. 

'' \Vhv the dickens don't tl1ey fetch a 
ladder f" growled Jack. 

'' S01ne of them have go11e for one, I 
f anc)r," said Nelson Lee. '' And I fn ncy, too, 
that the fire brigade isn't fa1· a,vay·. I cnn 
}1ear the bells. Bt1t we daren't remain here 
11ntil they ·arrive. We'll be 1~oasted to denth 
1t11less ,ve clear out of this at 011ce." 

This ,vas only too obvio11sly t.r11e, for e,Ten 
,vhile he ,vas speaking a lor1g. tl1i11 tongtte of 
8nn1e ,vas ht1ngrily liclcing at l1is heels. 

• 
,vhat a migl1ty roar of applat1se \\~e,1t 11p 

,vl1en tl1e cro,vd 1111derstood \·\"l1at hncf 
l1appened ! A11d even -,vl1ile thev ,vere c~heer• 
irig tl1e ja11gle of bells \VAS l1earcl,' nr1d t.he 
fire-erigine dashed up. 

After tl1at the rest ,vas co1n1)arath .. el~1 e3sy. 
One glance st1fficed to sho,v tl1e firemen ,,,hat 
had happened, and it ,vas not long before t.he 
fire-escape ,vas run up to the side of the 
•house. T,vo minutes later Jack J ... ongford's 
limp and senseless form ·wras being carried into 
a neighbouring house, and Nelson J~e ,-.,as 
strt1ggling to extricate himself from a11 
enthttsiastic and wildly-cheering cro,v<{. 

-· I 

CHAPTER 15. 
"It's easy to sa~~ ,,,,e mi1st clear ot1t.," saicl 

Jack clesponde11tl~·, '' bt1t ho,v nre we to do 
it? 1.1l1ere's nothing belo,,,. tis bt1t fifty feet 
of smootl1, bare ,,Tall.'' On the Track of the Chief I .-

'' Look 11p," said Nelson Lee. uThe edg~ ''HAVE you got t.he caretaker?'' ,. 
of the roof is only just abo, .. e ot1r l1eads. We Tliat ,vas Nelson Lee's first 
rnust climb out on the slates and ,, .. ait t1ntil question as soon as he could make 
the fire-escape arri,,.es." nimself heard. 

"All right, I'm game!" said Jack. ''Lead ''Yes!" cried a dozen excited ,,,oices. '· \'\te 
the way.'' broke into the club as soon as we l1eard t.he 

, ''No, no!" said the detective firmly. c-'You alarm of fire, and we fottnd l1im lyir1g u11-

must go first. Give me the end of that cliain, consciolts in a big room on the first floor." 
. and I'll hand it up to yo1t when you're on "\'1There is he no\\·?'' 
the slates.'' 

There ,vas no tin1e to nrgue tlie point, 80 '' In mine house,'' said a benevolent-looking 
the young engineer ga,,,e Nelson Lee the end man of Jewish appearance, elbowing l1is ,vay 
of the chain and climbed out on to tl1e narrow to the front. '' Come rnit me, and I ,Till hin1 
sill outside. When he stood erect the edge to 1,ot1 show.'' 
of the slopin_g_ roof ,vas exactly on a Je,,.el with 'In a minute," said Nelson Lee. •''I must 
his waist. He bent himself forward in st1ch first go and see J\fr. Longford."· 
a ,vay that the upper part of his body lay '' Is dot der yong shentleman yott haf j11st· 
flat on tl1e slates. · Then he gripped the· now re6cued ?" asked t.he Je,v., 
slates as best he could "M?ith his elbo,\·s and his '' Yes.'' 
l1ands, and cautiously dre,v up his legs. '' Den ~"OU can two mit von stone kill," snid 

' For a moment all ,vent ,vell. He got one the Jew. "Both der caretaker and l\·liRhter 
knee over the edge of the 1·oof, and '\\'as dra\\"• Longford haf into mine ho11se bee11 carried." 
ing t1p the other, when, all at once, to his ''"Right. I'll come ~Tith you in half a 
horrified dismay, he lost his grip on the minute," said Nelson Lee. 
slippery s1ates and began to slide dov.'n. I-le He turned and beckoned to a policema11 
made a frantic attempt to regain his foot-- who was assisting to keep back the cro,vcl . 
. hold on the window-sill, but the effort ended '' Do you know the name of the Qaretaker 
in failu1·e, and the next instant, amid a of the Raglan?" he asked. 
cho111s of startled shouts from the crowd, he ''Yes, sir," said the constable. .. Leastu,.nys; 
s1id back o\-er the edge of the 1·00£ and shot I don't kno,v his surname, hut he's l{nO\\'n 
do,vn,vards through the air. to everybody hereabouts as Black Bn1110.'' 

Tl1en occurred one of the most marvellous '' Are yoti aware that he's a member . of 
and se11sat.io11al feats that Nelson Lee had the Order of the Ring?'' 
e,·er performed. Jack had l1anded him the The policeman star~ed as tl1011.gl1 l1e l1ad 
end of the chain which ,vas fastened to the been shot. 
iron bn11d 1·ound his ankle. Tl1e ·instant the ''Br11no, a member of the Order of t.l1e 
:roting en~ineer began to slid do,vn the roof Ritlg ?" he gasped. 
tl1e detect1,"e sn,v what was going to happen, ''That's what I said," said Nelson Lee. ..It 

· and, ,,,ith matchless presence of mind, he 
clutched the chain in a vice ... Jike grip v.'ith "·as I ,vl1o ga,·e him that knock on tl1e head 
both his l1ands, nnd braced his knees against which pttt him to sleep. I want yo11 to take 
the inside of t-he ,,1'nll below the ,vindo,\·. charge of him now-to sit ,vith him until he 

Scarcel:v· had he done so before 8 violent comes rottnd, you know-and then I ,,,ant you 
shock jerked J1im forlvard and almost toi·e his to place him 11nder arrest for arson and 
arms out of their sockets. By 8 herculean attempted murder. It is quit.e possible that 
effort he managed to prevent himself being I may ha,re other cl1arges to pref er agai1ist 
dragged through the ,vindow, and an instant him ·1ater, but those ,,,,.ill suffice for the 
]~ter the cro,vd below ,vns electrified by the present. Now, sir, ,1vill yot1 kindly lead tl1e 
sight o~ Netson Lee hanging half-way out of ,vay to yotir house? 
tl10 .,v1ndo,,,, "·itl1 tl1e yottng engineer Tl1is Jast reqt1est was addressed to the 
nangl1ng head ,1o~nwards in tl1e air n co11ple · ,Jew, ,vho accordingly condttc-ted them into 
of v·ards be Jo,,,. l11m,- 11 is ho11se. 
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Bruno had · been laid on the couch in a 

cosy little sitting-room, and was already 
showing signa of returning consciousness. 
Jack was lying on a mattress on the floor, 
and was being examined by a doctor. 

.. Is he seriously h11rt? '' asked the det"ec• 
tive in anxio11s tones. 

'' It depends upon what you call serious,'' 
rep1ied the doctor. '' All the joints of one 
leg-the leg by which you held him-have 
been terribly strained and twisted, but, as 
far as I can ascertain, there is no fracture 
and no dislocation. His loss of con.scious­
ness is due to the fact that when he had 
dropped the full length of the chain and 
came to a sudden stop, he banged his head 
against the side of the house ,vith so much 
force that it st11nned him.,, 

'' Concussion of the brain, in other Vt'ords? '' 
1

' Exactly.'' 

of annexing this lett-er iD order la 1tud1. 
it at my leisttre. '' 

He placed the letter in his pooket-book, 
and a fe,v 1ninutes later the ambulance 
arrived . 

L EAVING the constable in charge of 
Bruno. the detective accompanied 
Jack to the Middlesex Hoepital and 
handed him over to the house sur• 

geon. He then dispat.ched a wire to Ethel 
Anderson, informing her of her lover's 
safety, and afterwards drove to ScotJan{l 
Yard and reported his discoveries. Follo,v­
ing this, he ret11rned to his room in Gra).,.S 
Inn Road, and as soon as he had had a 
batl1 and changed his clothes, he ]it a pipe 
and seated l1imself at his ,vriting-desk, d1·e,v 
out the cipher let.ter, and set to ,vork to 
de-code it. 

This prove~ a stiff er '' There is no f1"ac­
ture of the skt1ll? '' 

'' None that I can STOP ! Cut this coupon out 
fi11d. '' ----• be/ore you forget it ! 

tas~ than he had bar­
gained for, and Jo11g 
before it was accom­
plished the sun · ,vas 
streaming through the 
sitting-room windo,v. 
At last, however, on 
the stroke of half-past 
eight, his perseverance 
,vas rewarded. He dis­
covered the key to tl1e 
cipher in which the let­
ter was written, and, 

'' TJ1ank Heaven for 
that. ! '' said the detec­
tive f erve11~y. '' If yotlr 
diagnosis is correct, 
he'll probably be all 
1·ight in the course of 
a day or t,vo-barring 
the injuries to his leg, 
of course.'' 

25 
'' T 11 a t i s m y 

opinion,'' said the doc-
tor. '' Do l'·ou know ""here he lives?'' 

''Yes; but his house has been shut 11p 
eve1~ since he disappeared.'' 

"Then I should stron-gly recomme11d that 
he ·be sent to the Middlesex Hospital.'' 

'' Very good,'' said Nelson Lee. '" I ,vill 
send for the ambulance at once.,, 

Ile turned to tho constable, ,vho ,vas 
mounting guard on Bruno, and despatched 
him to phone to the hospital for the ambu­
la11ce. Then he seated himself by the side 
of the half-unconsciotts Italian,. and calmly 
proceeded to rifle his pockets. 

'' I'm not robbing the wounded," l1e said, 
seeing the doctor and the Je,v wero regard• 
i11g him ,vith v.~ondering eyes. '' I wa~ 
,vatcl1i11g the Raglan to-night, and saw this 
man receive a letter 11r1der somew-hat mys• 
terious circun1stanccs. Shortly afterwards I 
caught him i11 the act of setting fire to the 
preiniscs, and I shre1•ldly suspect that t-110 
letter he recei,,,ed ,vas an order from a con• 
f ederate-f1·om the Cl1ief of the 01·der of the 
Ri11g, in fact-commanding him t.o bt1rn the 
·place to the ground, He n1ay have destroyed 
the letter, of co11rse, bt1t I'm hopi11g that he 
has it in one of his pockets, and if he has 
I mean to l1a1le a look at it. Ah, this is it., 
I- ex.pect l ' 1 

He dre,v the Chief's lettei· from Bruno's 
pocket and eagerly i1r1folded it. 

'' Co11found it! It's in cipher!'' he said 
i11 a somewhat disappointed voice. .. How­
ever, -I never came across a cipl1er yet that 
I couldn't sol,re, so I ,vi1l take the trouble 

tearing a page from his 
notebook, he copied it out, word for word, 
in plain, straightfonvard ·English.'' 

The Chief's letter contained the following 
passages, amongst many others 

'' England is too hot for me just no,v, so 
I am going to take up my quarters with ot1r 
comrades in Paris for a while. In the mean­
time, the R.aglan is a standing danger to 11s, 

for if once that cursed Nelaon Lee gets into 
tl1e place and discovers those books and 
papers in the safe, the Order of the Ring 
,vill be utterly and eternally ruined. The 
,vord ,vl1ich opens the safe ,vas changed at 
our last meeting. It is now 'Absoltt.' Fire 
t,he place to-night-and then come over and 
join n10 at ot1r -French -establishment in the 
A ,i-en ue <le la R.ettnion. ,, 

As soon ns Nelson ·Lee had read · the 
Chief's extraordinary communication he was 
torn bet,,veen t,vo conflicting desires. His 
first desire ,vas to rush back to the Raglan 
to superintend the removal of the safe ancl 
to find ottt the nature of those '' books ancl 
paper " on ,vhicl1 the Chief apparently !et 
such store. His second desire was to Hy to 
Paris and to hunt for that establishment in 
the A,·ent,c de la Ret1nion ,vhere the Chief 
had e,·idently taken t1p his qttarters. 

He consulted his ,vatch. 
'' I can just catch the air mail, with luc-k, '' 

ho told l1imself. He pondered for a moment, 
then n1ade t1p his mind. '' I'll go,'' he ex-­
claimed, as he thruBt his watch back into his 
pocket. '' Scotland Yard can look after tJ10 
safe, and l'l~ look after the Chief I'' 
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It did not talce long to get into Eelephonio 
communicat.ion "'ith Scot-land Yard, and he 
was soon talking to the Cl1ief Commissioner. 

"Amongst the ruins of the Raglan (?lttb 
you ,vil'l _find a fireproof ~afe: The l~ck 1s a 
combi11ut1on. lock, and 1f 1t l1as11 t been 
destro~:-ed bl the fire, the word that opens it 
is ' Absolu. If tl1e lock is destroyed, bt1rst 
open the safe ns best you can. Inside it yot1 
,vill fir1d important doct1ments relating to tl1e 
Order of the Ring. I am off to Paris to 
h11nt. for the Chief.~, 

The Commissioner's ,vi shes for good l_i1ck 
,verc still 1·inging in his ears as he 1~nng off, 
nnd fi,·e minutes late1· the clete.ctive ,vas 
spcecling awa)r to CrOJ7don in order t-o catch 
tl1e air mail for Paris. 

I-Iis fi11nl c111est ~1ad bcg11n. 

CHAP'fER 16. 
At the Mercy of His Foes! 

T HI~ Aventte de la .R.etl11io11 is one of 
tl1e longest thorou~hfares in Paris. 
It st.arts jt1st opposite the theatre of 
tl1e same name, in ti~ e heart of tl1e 

city', and, after croMing the Ji11e of fortifica­
tions, it runs in an almost straight line for 
o,-er t,,1'o miles beyond the citJ" bo11ndaries. 

Inside tl1e city it consista for tl1e most 
1 IJart of cafes hotels and semi-p11blic bt1ilcl­

i11gs, bt1t as soon as it has crossed the city 
:bo1tndnries it becomes more and 111ore rt1ral 

in its aspect, until at last it is little more 
than a qttiet sub1.1rban road, bordered on 
ench side by pri,,.ate d,velling-houscs of con­
siderable size., each in its o,,Tn gro11nds. 

As soon as the detective arrived in Pa1~is 
he drov·e at once to t.he Prefecture of Police 
and asked the Prefect if he could give him 
any information ,vhioh l\"'Ot1ld enable l1im to 
form an idea ns to ,Yhioh ,vas the hotlSO ir1 
,vl1icl1 tl1e Chief ,\·as hiding. 

'' There is only one l1ottse ,vhioh appears 
to fulfil yot1r requiren1ents, '' said tl1e Pre­
fect, nft.er const1lti11g l1is secret register3. 
'' It is a big l1ouse, standir1g in its o,vn 
grounde, abot1t a 111ilc and a l1a1f be:yond tl1e 
cit:r bot111dar)r. It ,vas p11rchasccl son1e fo11r 
or five )·ears ago by art E11glisl1n1nr1 bl~ the 
name of Samt1el Smith. 

''-Accordi11g to my notes, l\Ir. Sr11it,l1 is n11 

eccentric middle-aged bachelor, ,vl10 is .sncl1 
a confirn1ed ,von1an-l1a ter that l1c ,\·ill 11ot 
have a female servant al)Ottt the l1ot1se. lie 
has a fair n11mber of serva11ts .. I 11ndcrsta11d. 
but all of them are men, nncl all of tl1err1 
are Englisl1. 1\foreo,~er, there is n note ir1 
t.he 1·cgiste1· to tJ1e effect that no Frencl1111ar1 
have e,·er been k110,,·n to be allo,ved to er1ter 
tl1e hol1se. '' 

'' That's t.l1e ho11se, ,vitl1011t a dot1bt, '~ saicl 
Nelson Lee. '' 1\1r. Snm11el Smitl1 is cloltbt­
lcss another alias for the Chief of tl1e Order 
of the R.ing. He told l\Ir. Longforcl that 
they had an cstablisl1ment in France for thn 
prodt1ction of S}Jttriot1s banknotes and -lJoncl,. 

··~·························~·············· 
I find two or tl1ree of t.hem ),:ring on tl1e 
grot1nd cold and stiff, with tl1eir feet i 11 

the air. Can )7011 tell me what is t-llo 
matter ? ,, 

In due course sl1e received the f ollo\\'• 
ing reply. 

'' Dear l\ladam, J'011r cl1ickens nro 
dead ! '' 

, Jokes from readers wante4 tor tbls feature I II you 
. know a good rib-tickler, send It along. Pocket 
; wallets, Books, and penknives are offered as prizes for 
Jokes published. Addresa rour Jokes to •• Smllers.'' 
~-Nelson Lee Library, 6, CarmeDte Street, Lonclon, E.C.4. 

( 1.lf iss J. 1.\1 eylon, 1,010, Lii~erpool R(l., 
Bat1kstown., Sydney, N.S. W. 7 A·ustra.li.a 
--a grand prize.) 

Smit.Ii : '' Is that new wat.cl1-dog of 
~,.o,1rs an}" good ? '' 

I\. man rt1sl1ed excitedly int.o the offico of tl1e 
ma11aging director ·of a huge mot.or works. 

'' Look here, sir," he exclaimed, "' is it, tn1e 
tl1a.t, ~v·ot1r firm l1as built a car in 7 minutes 35 

a 

s~conds ? '' . 
T11a ma.nager drew l1in1self \llJ to his f11ll 

l1~igl1t. 
,~ It is true, ~,oung man," he said pompousl)'", 

'"ancl let me tell you we are prottd of it.'' 
"· 011, a.re ~rou ? '' retorted tl1e ,,011ng mn.11 

bit.terls". " \Vell, I'm not. l'\,..e got that. car." 
L. 1',f. C'artmel, 224, Sca.risbrick ~" e10 Rd., 

1-.~o,,thJJort-a pocket waUet.) 

_Th« widow of a
1 
farmer hadfsome difficult)' 

w1tl1 her fowls and appealed for a<l,:-iee t.o the 
_l)~}Jartment of Agrict1lturc. 

~- Something is ,vrong ~,.itl1 mJ" cl1iekcns/'" 
sl10 wrote. '' Ever~,. morning wh~n I come out 

Brown : " Rat.her. If you hear a. SlJB• 

picious noise at night, ~rot1 ~,re onl~r got to wako 
J1im an(l he barks ! '' 

(P. Sadler, 66, JJtoodhouse Rd., Tennal Est.ate, 
Qtieetis Park, Harborne, B·irm.fn.gham.-a. 1Je11-
knife.} · 

Pa.t : '' Jim is the laziest man I know .. ' ' 
1\Iilce : '' '\\Thy T '' 
Pat : '' He alwa~·s smokes a clay pipe beca,1rro 

he ,von't ha,ye to pick it 11p if ho drops it.'' 
(C. Eva1is, 82, Holly Bush. Terrace, Gla.nll,rn,, 

nr. ll·rexham-, N. Jlral.es-a penkn.1"je.) 

----
A pompo11s-looking man onterecl a r?sta11ra.n.t 

and bcckonecl tho v,raiter to 11is table. 
" Do :ro11 ser,ro cral>s here ! " he askocl. 
'

4 l\re ser,"e an:r·one, sir,'' re.1lli~{l tl1c waiter, 
• 
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a11(l tl1is l1ouse in the "\ vcr111e de la Ret111ion 
mt1st lle the place to ,,,.l1ich l1e referred.'' 

'l't1c Prefect agreed that all this so11ndccl 
,:-er)" 11la11silJle, ancl as soon as the detective 
)1a<l (}btaitJed a full descriptio11 of the exact 
situatio!1 of the ho11sc, 110 took l1is leave 
and set out on a tot1r of exploration. It ,vas 
i1alf ~past se,re11 ,vhen l1e rcacl1c<l tl1e )101tse, 
,vl1ich ,vas an old-fashioned, rambling man­
sio11 star1di11g in extensi,·e arid well-wooded 
grounds, surrot1nded by high stone ,va11s. 

The more he examined it-from tl1e road, 
of cot1rse-tl1e more i1e felt convinced that 
this \\"as the house he sot1gl~t. And l1e de­
termined that as soo11 as it. ,\·as darl< he ,Yot1ld 
enter tl1e gro11ncls a·nd endeavo11r to examine 
the l1ouse nt closer q11artcrs than ,vas pos• 
sible from t.l1c road. 

At half-past cle·ve11 J1e set ot1t again for 
t.l1e Avenue de la Rettnion, and al1nost 
exactly on the stroke of midnight he ,vas 
stat1ding 011tside tl1e ·big iron gates that 
gn, .. e ndmitt-ance to the grot1nds of the st1s­
pect.ed house. 

'l'he nigl1t ,vas pitcl1 dark, ,Yitl1 more than a 
5l1spicio11 of th1tnder in t.he air. As it ,,,.as 
i1npossible to tell ,vhat hidden dangers lurked 
i11sicle tl1is darkness, he l1esitated for a 
n10111e11t l1efore he entered; but as 11otl1ir1g 
occurred to nrot1se J1is distr11st, he opened tl1e 
g·ate and stole inside. Re,~olver in l1and, he 
started to grope l1is ,vn~' ttp the \\·inding drive 
that led towards t.l1e ho11se; h11t before he 
l1ad take11 a dozen strides a cottple of ghostly 

... 

figt11·es-each of tl1em armed ,,·ith a revolver 
-started ottt of the darkness and· clapped 
their ,veapons to l1is head-one on his 1·igl1t 
nnd the other on his left. 

'' I-Ialt !'' cried one of the men in a com­
manding voice. •• One step farther-one single 
cr}"'-and yo11'1'·e a dead man! Who are yot1, 
:i11cl ,vl1at d'you ,vant ?'' 

Tl1e detective glru1ced from. one to the 
other i11 speechless dismay. It ,vas only too 
plai11 tl1at these ,vere the sentinels, posted 
by the Cl1ief to guard tho entrance to tl1e 
grot1nds. Probably tl1ey l1ad been watcl1ing 
l1im f ro1n t.he first, and had onl:y ,vaited u11til 
he was ,vell i11Side before pouncing t1pon hin1 
nncl cl1al]engi11g him. 

So s,vift l1ad been their action, so ghost-like 
their n10,~en1e11ts, that the first ,varning he 
had received of their JJrese11ce ,,·as the presst1re 
of their 1'evol vers 011 his temples. His 
presence of mind, ho,vever, never deserted · 
him for a mornent; bt1t, ·,vith lightning-like 
rapidity, l1e dropped on his k11ees between the 
t,vo 1ner1, caugl1t each of them by a leg, and 
flt1ng tl1em baclc,va1·ds off their feet •. 

This 11ovel method of attack ,vas so ttn• 
expected that t,he t,vo 1nen were sprawling on 
their bnclcs before tl1ey had time to realise 
,vhat ,vas }1appe11ing. As the detective sprang 
towards the gate, however, an enormot1s 
mastiff bounded throtlgh the darkness and 
leapt at l1is th1·oat. As he had dropped his 
1·e,·olver i'n order to trip the sentinels, he 
,vas practically defenceless, but he seized the 

·········~································· 
('' Reader," 162, Steve11s Rd., Cha-dlt·ell Heath, 

~'ssex-a pockee tt·allet.) '.-

-----
..i\n Iris11man and a Scot were cli11ing iogetl1er 

in a. restaurant, and when the waitress took the 
l>ill el1e wa.s naturally abo11t to give it to t.l1e 
Irisluna.n when, to her sttrprise, the Scot sa.id: 
'' I'll pay ! ,, 

Next dSJ" t11e newspapers bore the headline : 
'' Sudden Dea.th of Irish ,,. ~ntriloquist." 

(F. Clark, 19, Open.view1 Earlsfield, S. W.18-
a. pocket ·1rallet.) 

'' D'JtOtt k11ow, ,vl1enever I sec l'Otl I tliinl{ of 
Bro,vn. '' ~ 

" 1"hat's funn)', we're 11ot a scrap like each 
otl1er." 

'' Yes yott are, you both o,\"e 1ne five po,1nds.'' 
( A-J. 1ll a-rch, (' Soitll,field., '' Bloo,nfield Rd., 

Bath., Sonie1·set-a 11e11ltnife.) ~ 

--------
Bill : '' Did )·our watcl1 stop when it fell to 

the ground ? '' 
Bob : '' \Vell, yes. Y ot1 l1ardly expected it 

to go t.l1rough, did you ? ~! 
(W. Hoskin, Bo-x 443, Dart-tnouth, Not:a 

Scotia, Canada-a grand pr-ize.) 
----

'' This inn mt1st be very old,'' said a visitor 
~ho had 11ot yet been mnde acquainted with 
its history, 

'' , 7ery old, sir,'' said the proprietor, with 
tl1e utmost solemnity. '' \Vould you like to 
hear some of the stories connected witl1 the 
place ? '' 

'' I should indeed,'' replied the tourist. '' Tell 
me the legend of the curious old apple tart tho 
waiter just brought in ... 

(N. King, 87, Pickford Lane, Dunk-infield, 
C1hesliire--a penk,iife.) 

----
Inspector : '' Got away, has he t Did you 

guard all tl1e e~ite. '' 
Country .Constable : •• Yes, but we think lie 

m,1st ha.,1e Jcft by one of the entrances.'~ 
(B. 1-V·right, 84, Nor,h St., Port8lade1 Susaex-a 

1Jocl. .. et u·allel.) · ----
Grandpa : " \Vhat are you doing· with my 

watch, Richard ? '' 
Richard : '' I was only trying to find out if 

yo11 had been cheated. I read the ot.her day 
that a watch l1ad 170 different parts, o-nd I 
just we.nted to make sure they're all there.'' 

(H.J. Jeana, 72, Cockram St., SI. Joh,na, }lew­
Joundland-a grand prize.) 

''What's the idea of the Greens having French 
lessons ? ., 

'' They've adopted a French baby and want 
to understand what it says when it begins to 
talk I '' 

(MW J.M. Hopg, 11, Charlotte St., Rry, Scol• 
lancl-a grand Pnze.) . 
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liound by t.l1e t.hro~t and exerted all l1is 
strengtli to strat!gle it. 

In tl1e 111eant1n1e, lJo,ve,per, tl1e t\VO men 
t1ad scrambled to their feet, nr1d a ~noment 
later they fl.u11g themselves 11pC?n him and 
bore him. to the groun~. J)esp1te .the_ odds 
a(J"ainst h11n, the detective defended himself 
,,1tl1 plucl, a11d determination; but before 
tt1e struggle had been i11 p1·og1~ss n1any 
seconds a cro"'d of excited n1on, attracted bl" 
tl1e barking of the mastiff, _pottred 0~1t o! 
t.he house arid rushed to their confederates 
assistance. Kicking, stn1ggling, fighting to 
the last, tl1e detective was finally overpo,vered 
and carried in triumph to\\'ards the hot1se . 

.. ' ' Have yott got l1im ?" asked a ,,,.ell­
rernembered ,,.oice, as they dragged hi1n 11p 

tho steps towards tl1e front d.oor. '' Brit1g 
l1im into tl1e ligl1t., and let me see if I kno,v 
h

. ,, 
lffi. 
They l;ta1.1led tl1e helpless detective i11to tl1e 

ligl1ted lall. The11 the Cl1ief started back 
v.1 ith a c1-y of exultant st1rprise. 

'' Nelson Lee!" he cried. .. Tl1e very ma11 
I '"'anted to get hold of! I o,,·e you a thing 
01· two, Mr. Nelson Lee, and no,,,. I',·e got you 
so that yot, can't get a,,·ay, and I'm going 
to make you sor11,. for 111eddling i11 my 
affairs!" . · 

Not.hing daunted, the detecti\-e raised l1ia 
l1ead and faced tl1e Chief ,vit-h a calm., un• 

• wavering gaze. 
'~ Yes, J1ou',,.e got me!'' l1e said prot1dly and 

clefiantly. '' But yottr st1ccess comes rather 
late. The Squire and all his servants, the 
Doctor and Lady Ursula, Blnck Bruno and 
Sir Philip Anderson are all i11 c1u;tody. Miss 
Anderso11 and Jack Longford a1·e free. The 
Firefly and the Dolphin are lyine- at tl1e 
bottom of the sea. Daah,vood House and tl,e 
hou\e in Belgrave Square, Abbe_yvale Hall, 
and the underground mint-all t,hese are in 
possession of the police. The Raglan is a 
heap of smoking rttins, and tl1e contents of 
the eafe __ ,, 

He pa11sed to let his own words si11k in, 
r, Yes?" said the Chief impatiently. "The 

books and papers in the safe-,vhat abottt 
tl1ose ?" 

'' They are now in tl1e hands of tl1e police," 
said the detective quietly. . 

T-he Chief's teeth came toget11er and a Io,v 
hiss issued from his thin lips. The books and 
papers i11 the safe included, amongst other 
things, a complete register of the names and 
acldresscs of all tl1e members of the Order of 
the Ring, together with sufficient documentary 
e,ridence to send all of them to prison, and 
tnany of them to the gallows. In addition to 
tl1is, · there ,vere also many lette1'S and reports 
relating to the house in the Avenue de la 
Ret1nion, and the purpose for ,vhich it was 
~tsed. If those books and papers had fallen 
in~ the l1ands of the police, the Order of the 
Ring '\"Ould bo wiped out of existence. 

'' It's a lie!'' said the Chief, stridin~ up to 
~ ~lson ~ce a11d shaking his fist in li1s face. 

You tl11nk to frighten me. Black Bruno 
opened the safe and scattered the contents nil 
over tl1e place before he set the Raglan on 
flre.'~ 

'' He ,v·ould have do11e so if I had 11ot 
lJrevented l1i111," said N elso11 Lee. · 

"Yot1 pre,,e11terl l1in1 ?" 
'' Yes. l'1n glac.l to sa.v I \\ .. lt~ jt1st i11 ti111e 

to do that," retorted N elso11 Lee. 
For a mome11t tl1e C..11ief ,\fas too fttriuu~ t,1 

spea.k., at1d l1is face ,vas dark a11d flttshe(i '"itl1 
rage. '.rl1e11 l1e tt1r11ed t.o hia cor1federates. 

•• Let tl1e t\\·o se11t. ries ret111·11 at OH(·e lo 
tl1cir J)()Sts," lie said. "Tl1e rest of yot1 
lJring IJee i11to tl1e di11i11g-roo1n. If \\'l1at 
he says is t rt1e, the sooner l\"e settle accottnt s 
l\"itl1 hi111 nr1d make ottrscl,,es scarce, t l1e 
bet tel" for all l~or1ccr11e(l." 

CHAPTER 17 .. 

The Final Blow I 

T HE di11ing-rooi11 ,vas large Lt1t low• 
roofed a1Jartment, lighted i11 tl1e day­
tin1e by a cot1ple of },re11cl1 ,,~i11do'\\~s, 
and at night by electricity tl1at l1ad 

been carried to the handson1e cha11delier 
,vhich httng fro1n the centre of tl1e ceili11g. 
Immediately t1nder11eath tl1e cha11delier, \\~hicl1 
,,,ras ligl1ted no,v, of cot1rse, ,,.Hs a lon:g, 
narro,v table \\"itl1 six chairs on each side of 
it and 011e at eacl1 end. ~ 

By order of tl1e (~l1ief, tl1e detective ,vas 
forced into a chair at tl1e foot of tl1e table, 
and t\\'O of 11i~ captors took up their sta11d 
beside l1in1-one 011 eitl1er side-eacl1 ,,,.ith a 
loaded re,rolver i11 his l1a11d. The Cl1ief tl1e11 
took l1is seat. the l1ead of the table, and ·t.l1e 
rest of the 1ne11, to tl1e 11umbe1,. of te11, ~cnted 
themselves i11 ti10 chairs at eacl1 side. 

'' You l1ave lieard J\.fr. Lee's st-ate1nents. 
gentleme11," began t.l1e Cl1ief, after laying his 
revolver on tl1e table in fro11t of him. '' If 
the papers of the Raglan Club are i11 tl1e 
hands of tl1e ,police, then tl1e Order of the 
R.ing i@ doon1ed, a11d ,ve l1ave Nelsor1 1-'ee to 
thank for it all. I st1ggest tl1at ,ve kill l1im 
and get away from here \\"ithout delay.'' 

A growl of assent 1·an 1·ot1nd tl1e table. 
"According to ot1r C rules,'' cont-i11ued tl1e 

Chief, '' the se11te11cc _of. deat}1 can o.11ly be 
pronoun~d by a 1naJor1ty of the R-ttling 
Council, lthicl1 co11Sists, as you k110,v, of the 
Sqt1ire, t.he Doctor, and myself. Bttt the 
Squire and tl1e Doctor-thanks to l\'Ir. Nelso11 
Lee-are at present i11 the ha11ds of the 
polio~. Strict}~, speaki11g, tl1e1·efore, I have 
tl1e ngl1t to pronot111ce a sentence of death 011 
Mr. Lee ,,·ithout consttlting anbody. But I 
desire to ,vai, .. e t.he right. I ,vish to. do 
nothing tl1at l1as not ~~ot1r t111ani111ous 
approval. I ,visl1 :vou to look 11po11 l-"lr. Lee 
as the priso11er at the bar, upo1J n1yself as the 
judge, and ttpon yourselves as tl1e jury. The 
charge against l1im is conspirir1g to overthrow 
the Order of tl1e Ring. \Vhat is J·our ve1·dict? 
Is he guilty or not guilty?" . 

·''Guilty!" :rellecl c,~ery mar1 prese11t. 
'' And yottr sentence 1', 
"Deatli !'' 
T-he Cl1ief bo\red and took up l1is revolver. 
'' Prisoner at t.l1e bar,'' lie said, addressing 

Nelson Lee, '' yott ha, .. o bcc11 fottnd guilty 
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and se11te11ceJ. to clea tl1. Ila vc l 1 011 anything 
to sny-anyth111g to urge ,vhy I sl1ould not 
now proceed to carry out tl1e sente11ce of the 
C()ll rt ? " . 

'fl1e det.cctive rose from l1is cl1air, l1is face 
as calr11 ar1d i1npassive as tl1ougl1 it were 
carved i11 n1arble. He gla11ced rot111d the 
roo111 ,,·itl1 a11 air of qt1iet self-pos3cssior1; arid 
then, ,vitl1 i11credible s,vift11ess, l1e clashed l1is 
fist's i u t <) t 11 e faces of the t Vl <J 1n c 11 on e acl1 
si~le. of l1irn a11d spra11g to,Ya1·ds the _nearest 
\\' 111do,v. · 

• .\. tlozc11 revolvers \Yere i11star1t.JJ,. lc\·ellecl at 
l1is l1ea(l, nnd a cloze11 btlllets fle,v al}ot1t J1is 
cars. Bt1t his life seerr1ed to be cl1armccl, 
:111d he l1acl actt1a11v reacl1ecl the ,,·i11f1o,v, and 
,vas · ir1 the act oi tea ring clo,vn tl1e blind, 
\\·l1e11 0110 f)f his foes, 111ore 11imble tha11 the 
1·e~t, lea1Jt 11J)Or1 l1i111 fro111 lJchind arid dragge(l 
l1i111 to tl1e g·ro1111cl. Lik:e a JJacl, of ,vol,~es 
tl1e rest of t l1e- sco11l1drejs r11sl1c<l to,varcls l1im, 
htt_t }1e sJ1oclk uff J1is a8saila11t a11d scra1nblect 
to l1is feet. _ 

''"itl1 l1is fists as l1is onl_y ,venpor1 11e cl1arged 
i11to tlie thiek of l1is foes aucl scattered them 
like .cl1nff before the. ,vl1irl,vi11r!. I11cl1 by i11ch 
lie foug-l1t his ,va:y to,varcls tl1e door, and .for 
se,rerat seconds it seen1ell as tl1ot1gh t.l1e 
intrepill rletectiYe, bv.. s}1eer })lt1ck and 
al1dacity·, ,,·as nl)ottt .. to effect his escape. 
~udclc1tl:y, ab<>ve the llJJroal', the Yoice of tl1e 
Cl1ief ,vas l1earcl. 

'' Sta11d l)aek. -~~ot1 idiots!" lie ~;elled. "Ot1t .. " . , 
of the ,va~r, a 11d let me get a sl1ot at him ! · 

Tl1e cro,vcl fell l1u~k, at1cl tJ1e Cl1ief raised 
J1is re,rolver;- but ·at tl1e sarne instant tl1e 
c.letccti,~e snatched lllJ a chair and h11rled it 
nt the chandelier. 'l"he crack of the Chief's 
revolver ming-led- ,,·itl1 the clenfcr,ing crash of 
broken glass, nnd tl1c next moment the room 
,vns pluc1ge~ into total darkness. Wounded 
tl1ot1gh he ,vas, for the Cl1ief's bt1llet had 
Jlassed tl1rougl1 tl1e fishy part of his arm, the 
«Jetective i11sta11tl)~ dropped on his hands n11cl 
1,nees ancl cra,vled be11eath tl1e table. Under 
<-·over of tl1is no,Tel shelter, ,vhile · his confused 
foes ,vere rusliing abot1t i11 the dark11ess a11d 
seizing. each otl1er by 1nistake, he started to 
creep to,,~ards tl1e door. 

When lie reached tl1e e11d of the table, 
,vhich was three or fottr yatds from the door, 
11e thre,v himself flat on liis face and began to 
,v1iggle across tl1e floor· between his enemies' 
feet. Scarcely l1ad he emerged, however, 
,•.l1er1 ·somebody's stumbled over him, and a11 

ir1star1t late1· he felt a ma11's l1ands on tl1e 
bnck of l1is neck:. · 

'' IIere lie is!' I've got hi-in!" jTelled tl1e 
1nan. 

But al1nost before the ,vords ,vere ot1t of 
11is mouth the door ,vas st1ddenly bt!rst ope11, 
and or1e of the sentries rt1shed into the roorn. 

•~Quick! Bolt for it!" he gasped. "The 
J)o]ice have arri,·ed, a11cl are comir1g 11p the 
clrive 1" 

I T was trl1e. 011 receipt of Nelson Lee's 
11ote, tl1e Cl1i~f Co1n_1nissio11er at Scotland 
Yarcl hn,l 1mmed1ntely despatched· a 
11t1mber of 111en to disir1ter tl1e safe fro1n 

the r11ins ·of th·c Ragla11. Tl1e tDslc had been 
i-e11dercc.l diffic11lt o,vir1g to tl1e debris that 

had to be c1earcc1 uefore tl1c safe cou1ll be 
got out, n11d it ,vas not u11til late in the 
after11oon that tho safe ,vas remo, .. cd to tl1e 
Yard and had been 1'ifled of its cor1tcnts. 

Amo11gst tl1c CtJ11tents ,vere a nt1mber of 
docu111ents relating to the ba11knote facto1·y i11 

tl1e A ·ve11t1e de la I:ie1111io11. As soo11 ns tl1e 
ai1tl1orities at Scotland Yarcl l1acl rea{l tl1ese 
}.)aJJers tl1cy had 'pl1011ed to the P1·efect of the 
l"laris police., a11cl l1acl asked hi111 to set ,1 
,vatcl1 011 the l1011sc, a11d, if necessary, arrest 
its in111ates. Tl1is report greatly interested tl1e 
I1 rcfect, and re111e111beri11g ,~ll1at Ne1s011 Leo 
h acl tolcl l1ir11 earlier i11 tl1e · day, lie l1aJ sent 
a troop of ge11dar111es to the A,·en11e de la 
]leu11io11 ,vith ir1structior1s to raid the hot1;,e 
a11rl secure all it-:3 occ11pa11ts. 

Tl1is ,vas exactly \vhat ihc Chief had feared, 
a11cl tl1e 1no1r1e11t l1e fouilfl tl1at J1is fears ,vere 
1·ealisefl l1e rnshccl to the 11earest ,vindO\\"', tore 
ciu,v11 tl1e lJli11cJ, flu11g O})en tl1e sasl1, a11<l 
vn11ished ~i11t<l tl1e darkt1ess 011tside. Tl1is 
<'o,,rarclly clesertio11 plnnged his co11federatcs 
i11to })a11ic-stricke11 co11f t1sion, and before they 
l1ad recovered their prese11ce of mind tl1e 
,Ietectivo sprang thro11gh · tl10 ope11 ,vindo,v 
unct dasl1ed n,vay i11 }Jt1rst1it of the Chief. 

Ily tl1n t tin1e tl1e Cl1ief had crossed tl1c 
]a\\·11 i11 f r011t of tl1c hot1se, a11d ,vas making 
for tl1e bot111dary ,vall wl1ich divided tl10 
grotl11ds frorn _tl1e 

0

11eighhouri11g fie11s. O\\·ir1g 
io tlie dark11css the detectiv·e cot11d not see 
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Save the pictures and get 011• ! 
You'll like your Rowntree's penny bar 
better than ever., now that there's a coloured 
picture wrapped up .. with it 1 · Don't throw 
away the picture -you'll need it to win one 
of tlie 8,000 prizes. 

First, send up 12 Penny Bar wrappers 
(or 4d. in stamps), and we will post you 
an album for the pictures, with the com­
petition rules. Address : Rowntree & Co. 
Ltd., Dept. PA1, The Cocoa Works, York. 

NT EEr 
D BAR - (Wra#ld) 

MILK NUT-MILK 'PLAIN .... 
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ltim but lie cot1ld l1ear tl1e thud of his flying 
feet' and ""ith this as his only guide, he 
cha;ed hi~ quarcy across tl1e grounds, ov~r 
the "'all, tl1rotigh a couple of fields, and into_ 
a narro,v, deserted country road t-liat bordere~ 
the railwav line. 

}~or up,,:ards of a mile the deleclive cl1ased 
l1is ·fleet-footed foe alo11g til is road, gaini11g 
ground at eve~ stride. At last, 611ding that 
he could not snake his pursuer off, tl1e Cl1ief 
""l1eeled and opened fire ,vith hi~ revolver. 
Jlot1r bullets in qt1ick succession ,vhistled 
tllrougl1 the air, but fl~\\' harn1lessly over 
tl1e pursuer's head. 

.L:\,gain l1e pressed tl1e trigger, forgetful of 
the fact tl1at he had fired t,,·ice already in the 
dining-roon1. 

· Click-no flasl1 and no report! \Vitl1 a 
sa-vage cu111e he l1t1rled tl1e e1npty \\·eapon 
into Nolson Lee's face and sprang on to the 
low, wooden fence ,vl1ich divided tl1e road 
r rom tl1e rail,,,.ay line. Quick as t hougl1t tl1e 
detective sprang after l1im!I a11d tl1e r1ext 
instant they "~ere rolling do,\·n tl1e 8lopi11g 
embankment, locked it1 encl1 otl1er's arms. 

Then con1monced ··a desperate scuffle 011 tl1e 
railway line. For a time the Chief appeared 
to be gaining tl1e supremac~•, bt1t little by 
little the detective bore l1i1n do,vn, and at last 
succeeded in rolling him over 011 J1is back. 

"Do you give in?'' he panted. 
For a 1noment the Chief made 110 repl~". 

He· ceased to struggle and lay perfectly still. 
Then a blaze of triumplt illumined l1is eyes. 
He thre1A .. l1is arms rou11d Nelson Lee's ,vaist 
and locked l1is fingors beliind the detecti,,.e':3 
back. 

"l.sisten !'' l1e l1issed. 
'l'l1e detecti,?"e's face turned st1dder1ly pale. 

Clearly and disti11ctJ~ .. , gro"'it1g lo11der e,,ery 
second, )1e l1eard the st1lle11 rumble of a11 
approucl1i11g train. 

'' D'J'Ott hear it?" l1issed tl1e Cl1ief, tigl1te11-
i ng hus grip 011 tl1e deteotive•s ,,,.aist and 
t,vining l1is legs round those of Ne]so11 Lee. 
'' It's the express from Paris-011 tl,is line. 
In another t,vo minutes it.'11 ho on us! How 
(l':rou like the prospect., Mr. Nelson Lee?" 

A thrill of l1orror shot tl1rough t.l1e detec­
tive's f 1·ame as l1e realised the Chief's m-ea11 .. 
i11g. The scottndrel kne\\' t-l1at 110 l1in1self ,,,as 
doomed, ,,.YI1ate, .. er happe11ed, a11d he had 
apparently made lJP l1is m-ind to take Lee ,·vitl1 
l1im. 

As soon as Lee l1ad grasped tl1is appalli11g 
fact he loosed his l1nnds f rorn tl1e {Jriso11er's 
throat and seized him by tl1e arms. 

He made a. ft1riot1s attemp~ to force tl1e 
l'ogue's ha11ds apart, but the l~-iief or1ly clung 
to hin1 all t.}1e tighter. 

O,=-or and over they rolled i11 tl1e fottr•foot. 
\\ray, first 0110 and tl1en tl1e otl1c1· 11ppern1ost; 
b11t ne,rer for an inst-ant did tl1e (~hief relax 
his gri1n a11d remorseless embrace. 

111 tl1e n1idst of their reckless strt1gglc, tl1e 
l1eadligl1ts of t.he onco1ning express burst i11lo 
vie,,, rott11d a ct1rve in the Iir1e about. fi\~e 
!1ttndrecl ~rards a,vay. ,,ritl1 a final, despair~ 
111g- effort tl1e cletective clencl1ed his fist a,,d 
cle-a l t tl1~ f~hief a terrific blo,,· ·bet\\"ee11 tl1e 
eyea. 

Half-dazed by tlie uloi.v, tl1e Cl1ief, for oria 
brief f1·act.ion of a aec-011d, allowed his grip to 
relax, and in the t\\"inkling of an eye the 
-~etective wriggled ottt of his grasp and 1·olled 
t~to tlte safety of the cinde1· track beside the 
metals. 

lloan1ing \\?ith 1'age-obli,..ious of his datigor 
-tl1e Chief leaJlt ,vildly to l1is feet, bt1t even 
as he did so tl·1e ti-ain came t]1undering up 
arid hurled l1i1n to tl1e ground. 

AcrO!s tl1e night a single pie1'ci1,g shriek of 
agony l"ang out. Tl1en the trai11 S\vept 011 
remor&elessly, a11d ,vhen the lo11g lir,e of 
carriages liad passed or,. the 011ce dread Cl1ieI 
of tl1e Ordet' of the Ring Jay ir1 a strange, 
l1udd!ed l1eap bet,vee11 the glittering metals. 

THE P!ND. 

1\",,l fore ,,,a,111 tt1ot1lh• l1a11 .. , .. el8on lA!e 
becta confronted with s1,cl1 o batlf,tttg 
tn11slery. In a Qttiet little village on fhe 
So1afl1 (}oasf n seotnan tf'ho laas just re­
f 1crn~,d f .-on, flee (Jrietaf 1-,lf It freasu-re o/ 
/ab1,l011s trortlt in J1is poeketa, fa /01,nd­
.,n,n-dered ! 

The ens~ is one 11Jhi~h hold• u11knn1me 
dangers for both !Velson r~ee ftlld Nipper. 
But lhc t,vo fletceli1-,e11 Bel oul to face fl1ese 
perila and 11011. .. e fhc riddle ,,,,,,. typlcnl 
courage. 

:i·ou trill '/f-ttfl : 
•• 'l'he Brofherl1ood o/ Vengea,icc I ,, 

a sfory of gripping it1feresf, u-ltlt Nclattt1 
Lee at1d Nippe-r tNJrkiNg af fheir bf!sf. 

Don't ,,,iss it--'A"'e~t ,,,.ech. 

LOOK OUT FOR 'THIS COVER 
NEXT WEEKI 
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_How--Do,. ~haps! Here W~ Are.Again Fo_r Another Chinwagl 
.. 
. ·. - , 

( . . , . : ' .' . 
. -)I y n . .E A; RI • · ~ ----------------~ '' The B1·otl1e1~-

C11i1Ms, - 'f o-dal, ·. "·· .:t. l1ood . ·_ of .1

,~ en.gJ-· 
i11- •'Ottr · l0,000 .Gift.· . ............... - ance ''.·.is a story 
Pla11, "~e arc giv• ~.;;tl,J/jpipa · v."hich lias all. t-b·at 
i11g -a\,~ay a Spec.ial --- ~~ the. reader , of se11• 
B-oitus-_ Coupon ~ sat'io11al· .. -. .-fic-. 
, aluc. · 250 points, , .. ~ ____ :...~ . tip11 a'sks .. fo·r. ~, it's· 
together ,vith _ the ~ ~--~ ...... .,,.____.__ ~ ~ . ~rin.ner ! . 
l\Sllal .. --t,v9 coupons -~ --------- ........... ~ ... There ha,re be.ell 
tot.all111g 50 points.. . a _ good · · many 
So i11·' · 011e ,veek- ".ll'lli!iil .Letter, ·to the Editor readers asking fot· 

·11 · ......... ~ ~---- ahould. lie addreiled --- -...a.&.1-1-.a p p I tl 
yolt \\"I add. to . _· ·to••BLSoJl·LEB LIBRARY, l'leetway Bouse, er1 n s -recen y, 
yo .u r collection . . . ruringdoD Street, London, B.C.4. . so this ,Yee,~ 1 
coupo11s to the · ~ · . h~ve n1a11aged to 
v a l u o of 300 squeeze ~11 &Qme 
poi11ts. Bt1t I expect J'OU ;l1a,~e n1ade it :your more 11a111es a11d &ddresses. · 
fir~t -_ jqb t9 cut out these 0011po11s. If you . . . 
ha.ve:ri~~-- J:,e. ~i~ a~d do so a~ 01~~-~- . • . .. ; CORRESPONDENTS WANTBD 

_T~er~r 1s only one n10\te ,yeek 1n ,\'l11ch to . , _ 
roi111>lete. -l-~'Ur ·oolle·ction.,. _Nex~ -~~eek~ s~~s·· Dick Chalmers 75 S11m11er. Road We~t . 
th fi ·s1i · f tl F G ft Pl n · so 110,v 1s . ' . ' . ' · ~ . ni O 10 . r~ • -. 1r - ·. a ' . - . . Cro:y·don Surrey "\\·ants S·cout cor1·espondent1 
tl1e t1n1e to mak~. ~. big. ptlsh to,\,,!i!~S ma):{1iig overseas: · ~ ' 
~,,011r total of po1nt.s a. real v,9111ne1- ■• Just · .. . . . . . 
thi11k .of tho .fir1e prizes that are ",,~iti11g to II. Rcxstra,v, 112, .\,7 ills Street, Bendigo, 
be a,,:arded-10,000 hand~ome lJOO~S. r • • Gee, ,T_ictoi;-_ia,. Aust __ r_alia, ,v~11ts corres})011dents. i~• 
it~s '\"Orth a .little effort to possess one ~f terestcd 111 .. co1r1s_ and_ .. sfamps. . . ' . . 
tliem. . · · · · Guy L. -Hallett, Montac11te; via Gretna, 

By buying 0110 or all of our coinpatl\On. 'l,asmania, Australia, wa'nts correspondents 
Jlapers, the '' Ra11gcr, ~, '' llagi~et., '' '' Modern 
Bo:y " arid '.' Geni, :, wliic-h a·re also incor- i11terested i11 te11nis and stamp collecting. 
porated i11 -tl1i6 Free Gift. Pla11, yo11 ,viii. be Leor1 Rothfeld, 120, Christopher Avenue, 
ab1e to - add greatly to -your .collection ?·f Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A., wants•· to· cor-:~ 
coupo11s. Good idea that, ch? Not only ,v1ll re~por1d ~Titl1 stamp collectors in Egypt, 
;yot1 get t)le cottpons, but some really first• Italy, British Guiana, Jap_un and West 
cla~s reading·. matter,· too. -=·•-_ ~ " .... : . °} Indies. · 

A~d ·.i>•taJkj_~--g·:- ·o.f -: ~,r~t..class_ -r~din~ lll~~-_ter 
bri11 f¥S me to . 

- ~ p - • • • • r • . • . - - • • . ,•• • ~ - ·.. .·- •, .. 

Our ---~-~New-· -'(1~ok-len·gt~. ~St~ Frank's_ Story 
'\\"lli~h- "zi'rr-... b~~ -~-- 4efi11itely ; st~1iiing. ill .. • f11e 
N f:LSO~ LEE in: :.t¥.40 ,veeks~ · tim·e. --- .: . :· -- .. : 

I 1nc11tio11_e~ ·_tl1is . special treat· i11 . st-01·~· · Jast 
,,·eek~I .. caii't ·1et tli-is ~eek go by witltotlt 
ndding ~o _th-at-::Iilei1·tio~. and -telling ~'P\l.-. al! 
ho,,~ _spl_e~d1d ~l1is -l<1te~t yarn. ... of E. S. Btp.oks 
is. ~.---~•<I··· · ·.k,n.9,v_ ~. )iOttr _;reqmrement_~-~1)d I 
pri<le ~~tself · -fliat :I <i9-tl1e11 yo11 are .-· all 
booked foi~ a1J e·njo·yau·I.e.: tiµ1_e \vl1en :you ._start 
readi~~S' tl1is story.-· · : .. · ·· · 

J shall -ha,·e .a. lot t11ore to. say to ~"OU_ abot1t 
"\Vaki11g· .. Up.-_- _·st .. -'Frank's ''-th.i's.,.- ~inci• 
de11tally,_ "is _tl1e titte·,.of tl1e st~ry~next ,._,eek. 
B11t ~··for. tl10~ ii1omcht I shall take it as. a 
favour if ·yot1 ,vil1 all me11tion to ~~·ot1r pals 
11bo·1tt thi"s treat in store, ju_st :· in case tl1ey 
have· nrissed nJy-- a11nott11c·emenf.s. 

' • • J ., .. . - . . ... . ~~ 

· .. ·Next Week·'s -S·tory,_ 
; 

. . ,• . . 
,vl1ic-l1 -. is e.ntitled · '' Tl1e . Brotl1erhood of 
Vengea11ce, '' is'· the fin·est q~t-ec:,tive-tl!l'iller 
yet. Ge1·tainly 'N"elso1i. Lee·. an·d . :Nipper are 
co11frontcd . witl1 Ute __ most b~·ming ~ystery 
they l1ave · ever ~-0me up ag~111_.st. ..i\.nd_ not 
011Iy. is t~ere ·.plenty or-· mystery in thi"s ·story, 
b11t drarnat,ic -·a·d,ye11lure -and breathle·ss ,_pe•rils. 
'fl1e story jg staged on the Sottth·-·· C-Oast of 
E11gland, ,,·here Nelson Lee meets si11istcr 
forces· fro1n the Orient. · 

F. Bo,,ter, 17, ;\lildmay , Road, Islin.gton, 
London, N ·.1, ,,Tan ts· a cor1·espondent -in the 
Codrington School, l\'.lazabttka, N. Rhodesia •. . 

Ernest V. Sa,,,,yer, 32, Felto~ GrQ,·e, Bed­
minster Do\v11, Bristol, ,, .. ants -overseas mem­
bers for tl1e . Bluo Eagle .Correspondence 
Club. ~ . . 

"l\fiss Do_ris Smith, 27~- Syd11ey -Road, Hom­
sey, London, N.8, ,vishes to coITespoiid with 
girl readers o,~erseas; ages· 14-16. · · 

Israel Herr, P .0. Box ~116.,. J ohanQesb~1rg, 
Tra11s,~aal, South Africa, . ,vould like. to hear 
from readers i11 U.S.A. . .. 

l\liss Jessie l\Iackay, 5399, Pacrk Avenue, 
l\Iontreal, l">rovi11ce Qtiebec, Canada, ,vant~ 
girl correspo11denfs _ages 18-20. 

. . 

Ricl1a1·cl P. Ro,ve, 79, Drttmmond- Road, 
Skegness, Lines, ,,·a11ts to hear - f1·om a 
J·apa11ese reader. 

1\Iiss G. Bt1tler, 82, Queen's He.ad Street, 
London, N ., ,•;a11ts to hear from girl readers. 

II. :i\I. (Tim) Bt1rges.s, 1468, Crescent 
Street, Montreal, Province Qt1ebec, Canada, 
,vants stamp corresponclents ages 9-14. 

l\Iiss Gertrudo de Jage-r, 2, First Street, 
Rayilton, -· Bu]11wayo, Southen1 Rhodesia, 
South Afri~a, "·ants girl correspondents; in­
terested in readiµg, music, etc. 
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Amazing Adventure In The Heart Of Mysterious Africa! 

1 1·1 1 • I 
·~ ~ lt 

I ·~ -. . 
• I • 

.. -91 _. I .,. ._ 

l l " 
l I 

-~...,,. 

Tom Cook, the white boy-king of a mysterious city in the heart of Africa, has 
vowed to free the people from the power of the priests. He captures Gobo, a 
high priest, and brings him to trial on the edge of a lake in which dwell~ a frightful 
prehistoric creature. Gobo, however, escapes, and for some mystenous reason 

the people turn sullen towards their king. 

The Eart-l1quake I 

,, GOBO has escaped, it seems?'' said Tom. 
'' Yes, lord. The priest has es­

caped, but his prophecies remain! '' 
was the curious answer. 

'' Oh, his prophecies! ,, echoed Tom, "rith 
a light laugh, though lie could s~e from t~e 
grim faces that there was something more 1n 
the wind. '' They are like clouds that a strong 
wind will soon blow away ! '' 

'' Not when thev come true, lord king ! '' 
II# 

snapped one of the others. 
'' ,Vhat prophecies of J1is have come true 

that makes you all look so grave?'' asked 
Tom, with a searching look around .. 

' ' But yesternight he prophesied that not 
only would he escape, but his champion would 
also go free,,, said Metia, casting an uneasy 
glance at the white lad. '' Likewise did he 
bring to mind t.he prophecy of old anent the 
Wak:•Lok, Lord of the Pool of Death ! ,, 

'' Um, what's that prophecy!,, asked Tom 
carelessly, and immediately he had spoken 

kne,v tliat his \l"ords \l"ere tactlrs'l. A gasp 
went round tl1e group of counsellors and the 
t\\-.. O friends of Gobo's nl1dged each other and 
grinned openly. 

'' Surely,'' t·he ba.ld man said ,vitl1 a sneering 
smile, '' 011r lord the king jests with hi!il 
ser,~a.nt.s? The great To1nkukJ who knows all 
~even to men's secret thoughts-knows not 
,,f'l1at )1appen~ l\'"hen ,,,a.k-Lok is deprived of 
his right.ft1l food and a prisoner escapes ? 
Surel)-r __ ,, 

'' S11rely, Polak, the counsellor talks too 
much ! '' said Tom, fixing the ma.n with his 
eye and slo"rly stretclrlng out his hand and 
pointing towards him. '' Peace, Polak! ?tlaybe 
Tomkuk can read men's thoughts; ca.n read 
the secrets of their minds, and know their truth 
or treachery. }la.ybe he knows that two of his 
counsellors are traitors to t,he State in their 
l1earts ; who, whilst pretending to be Tom. 
kuk's men, yet hold secret conve!se with t~e 
false high pri~st Gobo_ and spread ~ prophecies 
for him whilst lie is yet a prisoner of the 
State ! ,~ 



TIIE NELSOl\l LEE LIHR ... 4R¥ 43 

It "ras a sl1ot in tl1e dark, bl1t it told, for 
J.~olak and tl1e bearclecl man ,v,ent as ,vhite as 
their <luskv complexions a.llo'\\·e<l, a.ncl shra,nk 

., ' back before Ton1 s ster11 ga.ze. 
'' ... ,\.nd no,v, 1\Ictla," sa.id Tom very quietly 

a.n(l with-flignity, "speak out ancl tell wl1at it 
. is this ftilse priest ha.s sai(l, ancl also tell the 

prophecy of olcl regar£ling ,,7a,k-lok. \\rhat if 
I already know it ? There t1re others J1ere, my 
friends a.nd some of J'Oltrs, ,,rho dottlJtless l1ave 
forgotten or, perchance, never knew this 
prophecy.~, _ 

'' It is ,vritten in tl1e archives that all con­
victecl prisoners and their cl1ampions shall be 
given t-0 the \Vak-Lok as a sacrifice. '' Yet, 
thougJ1 Gobo's champion wa.s defeated by 
Lord Invoboo ancl thrown to his death, yet 
did Lord lnkobo plunge a.fter him and save 
l1im from "\iVak-Lok. _ Is it not written t 1hat so 
long a$ Wak-Lok lives, and is fed upon the 
criminals sacrificed to lrin1, that he will act as 
guardian to the city, and all shall be well with 
the land. But if ""e fail in our duty, or Wak­
Lok be killed, then will disa.ster fall on t1s, and 
we be blotted out entirelv ! ,, ., 

'' Al, you put your foot in it right above the 
knee when you hit that prehistoric duck on the 

. napper ! ,, he whispered to his cousin, and 
gesturi11g to make it appear tha.t he "'\\ras 
consulting him. '' It oeems he's a sort of 
mascot of the country, a·nd so long a.s he lives 
-all's h11nky; but, if ) .. ou've slewed him or 
driven hin1 awav, I'll have to bluff ,em ! ,, 
· He bowed to Al as if accepting some advice 

he had given to him, then turned to the men 
with his blue eyes flashing fire. 

'' Metia and counse11ors, listen and answer,'' 
he said in his deepest tones. '' Which think ye 
is the stronger-the Tomkuk himself, or that 
monster that dwells ,,ithin the pool ? '' 

'' The Tomkuk the Great should be the 
stronger," said Metia slowly, with another half• 
suspicious glance at Tom. '' Yet is the pro­
phecy an old one, and this is the first time 
within the memory of man tpat the sacrifice has 
been withheld from Wak-Lok. What was it 
caused him to writhe in pain and leap out of. 
the "rater with blood streaming from his 
neck-to lash· the water into waves in his 
anger, and then to withdraw him~elf from his 
worshippers who had assembled to do him 
honour?,, 

'' Perchance the Wak-Lok liked not, the 
. sacrifice_!_,, sai~ Tom quickly, in-a very sharp 
and dec1s1ve voice. '' Think ye that he knows 
the difference between man and ape ? Pah ! 
Gobo, the priest, chose his "hampion from a 
hall-man and, when defeated, even th·e Wak­
Lok refused him and hisaMwer was aroused ! ,, 

'' Baas-, baas,· the· l)Ool looks to· m.~ tb be 
· lo"'~r, and ther~; is soniething stral\~e at the 
other end,'~ whispered Lulu ; · '' Shp,Jl w:e not 

, ,na·ke for ~he paia~e. The· sky . t.001 is over• 
· C&C:Jt and · · · '~ · · 

He ,,ras interruptc(l by a.n extraordinary 
soun(l from the ot.l1er en(l of the lake. It ,va.s 
like the suck of an emptying bath ma.o-nified 
a tl1ousand tin1es. As tl1ey stood sta1i11a in 
,,~onder1nent a faint wreath of mist or st;an1 
can1e ot1t of tl1e ,,,..ater and tl1e11 the ,vhole 
body mo,recl b11bbling and frotl1ing a.s if on tl1e 
boil. . 

TJ1e11 tl1e ugly hea.cl of '' ,,ra.k-lok '' broke 
the surface, blood streaming fro111 the ,vound 
in its 11eck ,\rhcre the explosiv·e bullet l1acl J1it 
it.. He let out a squa,vk tl1at sounded lik:c 
a l1erd of banshees a.11 screecl1ing togetl1er. 
As he came to the st1rf ace a great burst of 
stea-m came up after him, and ,vith a screan1 
he flopped over the water like a giant fledgling 
and scra.mbled 11p with his bat "rings fla.pping 
on to the central Isle of Deatl1. . 

Rocks and mud '\\"Cre thro,,n up fro1u 
underneath wl1ere he had e·v'idently l1all his 
lair and ra.ined on to t}:ie sides of tl1e pool a.nd 
again he gave that ra11cous frightened screan1 
a.nd flapped his wings. 

'' Here, I say, let's beat it ! " saitl Al, '' If 
that wild goose is goin' any goosier an' 
takes to flyin' about tl1' co11ntry tl1is is no 
place for my mother's son ! Up sticks, Tom111y 
and beatjt whilst t.h' goin's good ! ,, 

'' Look out, do~"11 on yo11r faces, fJuick ! ,, 
yelled Tom, and translated to tl1e co11nsellor~. 

There ""as a11 explosion that seemed to 
shake the earth beneath them, and a great 
wave rushed across the murky poQI as a 
column of stea.m fifty feet higl1 rose fro111 
under. Then the wav·e rolled back, and as the 
waters touched the rocks at the ot.J1er end there 
came the sucking, gurgling -sound c,nce more, 
and more th_~n half the pool disappeared in a 
great cloud of steam and hot spray. 

• 
'' "',.ak.Jok is angered and will dest.roy us ! ,. 

yelped one of the bearers of Tom's ca11op)·~ 
and the cry was taken up by the counsellors, 
who legged it towards the forest. The great 
prehistoric reptile-bird rose "ith -a hideous 
squawking, his batwings flapping ,,rit.h a loud 
creaking as he made to,vards where Tom and 
the others were. 

'' Down on your faces and don't -n1ove­
he's blind and will not see you I '' J,~elled. Tom, 
throwing himseH down amongst the rocks 
a.nd forcing Al down. beside him. • 

'' Now we kno,v that Tomkuk is an im­
postor!'' screamed the bald-headed Polak, 
as he picked up his robes of office and scuttled 
for the forest. '' Come, brothers and leave 
him to be devoured by the Wak-IA»k he has 
defied 1 '' . ,. 

'' Auguh-ku~-kuk-~uk ! ;, . •- . - . . 
The . screaming bellow can1e from the 

giganti<? beast as he rose with flapping, fishy 
wing~ and~~ he pas~d.over the spot ~l1er~-~~ey 
lay the lads were a]mQSt suffocated .by the 
stench of it. They could hear_ the . creaking 
:1f the _'soales ,,,.hicli wr::ppcd that weird body . . 
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a 11cl licn11 tlic ~11t1ftli11g ,,-lH?0ZJ!' lJreatl1 of t]1e of ,,,ater ,,~as tra11~ft>rn1etl aga.in into tl1e 
l>rtite ,,·I1icl1 lia<l 11r>t 1>erl1n1)s flo,l·11 f(>l' l1t111llrecl~ crater c~f a ,-crJ' acti,·c ,·ulea110 ! 
of .. )·e~1~8 , H.Il<l )·e~>-·.tl!~'~ e1_101:111r>1~s __ 1110~~\ __ lJf "Tl1e ~ ... i8l1, let's tr~i tr> 111ake fr>r it.!'' gas1)erl 

. flesli ·,v~i.s 't-i~n ,rel! i11g· t tl1rc>~1g'l1. t lie. air at_ so1nc- Tr,:111r cJr~gg.ing· _'!" Al'. $tl1')1:ig. ;.y,iib•- o.rnt i S;r1n a11cl 
tl11nn-·ov·er ·rLft",.~111ilcs per ll<)llr ~ . " -,- ... ·;.' -ol<\::MeJla,·;,,·itJi·J.J\e.·,.,1!,lie.r~~~ -~-~ -·~~::· .·: . ... 

l )_ 0°)::-
1
:kJ,· c",1.ld ~ his. frilmi-S' ,~·ere scrcamin'.!!. in · .. " LC'_ave _me, Jorcl;" Said·th<:;:o.1c1.-~~n:qUict:l5·. ·• 

..... u ~, ,, I. a111-old a11d n1,r ti111e"' i~ ~ll()l:t, ill Ril\l' ('.:)S{~. 
fri~lit;likc foi,l:;;,"riri.cl as they got withii1 range, L~ave ~W, and ,;2\-e· yotirS~lf,~j;~;u· -nt'e?-;l,·om:ig 
c)f: t-l1c outsl<irt~ .c)f· tl1e forest ,Yl1crc -11ossil)l_y· , . . ;; -
safc'ty lav, .Polak CTii.shccl ·down with his black-· an<l your time i_s all })efoi:~ )?1• !_:\ •?:••. 
lJca1:cicd .-- f (' ~1()~-- ()ll t.~) p ()f. l1i111.' _ ~I~~, ,1r-i~th ~ . • _ '~ .I~i~elj-r !_ ~: · ~~t~~~'!·:<~ -~ ~T ~-•l.il~~ ... ~ .. '•'-, ~0~1.' ~'~- . ~ ll 

. frii!l1t tl1ci f(Jt1µJ1t. cacl1 ·r)tl1cr on tl1e grot1n~.l., ·- c>kl brick ~-~1~1- ··~ ,I}: sn~-e - )~f:11 .1~ · 1~, s _· ~~o~s1l1l~, ! 
let'ti11g ()lif~)·e~l; "a.s tliat n1,iss of ,~·e110111- sailecl L11l11., '\l·l1er_e s_ _tl1~t ~,-hit~. ~~~a:1.l_t~)~ c,f·.):?ur~ ? : 

. 11earer.' ., '''ak'-Lc)li: I <lill . ll<)t "sto11. }1is. slo,v- . ·. "·. T.c::tl1~recl_a.1n?11gf4t the.to.c~~~)·~~11(1<;r; ·baas," 

. sec111i11r, .. _ lJt~i ~ aet1iaJl~·-rapi<l .flig}1t,' ·b11t ft1st ·; ,_Sc~l(l t~1c_~11lu ..... "~ ,, .. ,n:1 afu.1 tl1.e _<JJ<l, 11).~Q.l~l0ll_J1t 

bC!lt . his. 1r,1gth)· ne<;K, : snapJ!ed 'll p "the h\-:o :. I_nm: ; j~iu~s ~l _a.11d_ I e,~n _rm~ -~l~n.w:~1~~- : . ''. 
111c11 011c a f tl'r a rtc>t l1r·r a11cl sal letl off O\~er tl1c • : · "\· ot1 a.1~<..l· ·I' tl <lt1 t hC" rt11111111g_ pc11:_t ~ ,,·c ~r{) 

. ft>rest. ,~- ~ . . . _ _ . . _;.~ . lIS('(' .' t {)_ ·it/' s•ai~l • ''I\ )n·1.,. \\ it li fl. g la.n·ce: __ a.t . ~\is 

. '· (~0s11 ! '\"hat _ a _}1orrilJlo l)rtitc ! '' .. · Al,. coi1:..:i,n's· fn_ce, ·,vl1ic)~ ,,-a~ cleatl1l,y·. _ Tlie __ sten~lt 
cl10J.~etl; a.s l1e sc~ra n1l,l~,1 to· l1is feel antl starecl · a11rl -tl1e . rece1,1 t · ·J1a1,1)r11i11g~ ~1 a~l _ 1~r?'"e<.l; t~l() 

,tfter tl1c rn1)i(llj·. ,:cl~s~1pi)eari11g· --prel1i;toi'iC r !11_l!·~11 -~0 ~ Al ~11{111~~ \\·as ~,~-~~~).1.1g a~--~~ -~,.-hl~{~(l. 
ft)\\:l. ,~ Tl1a.t ell<;!}) J.*l)l~.k ~lj~j~ _ l1a,:c b~~n_ ./1 ·, ._' ~- ,~\'J~~r~'s t!1~ F~sl1 ... ? ~~ gn~J)~?~l 191}1· ' . ,~ r~~-­
tr~ttor a11cl ~, l):1cl c,gg ge11eraliJ,.~ ~Jttt_l~e_ cl:~·- ·_-_l1a_ll~_-Re,11·8 gr,t __ l~e1: elt).~e. )~a~1~_y· .. -~H~,l~, ~1.t 
ta-111 IJ-i: g,)t ]11.s r1gl1t tl1ere ! ~e l1ac.~ 110 _11)ore . )'\._(>11 ~- I>("\ 11~11cl1 lt~e 1f }1e J1a-~-l1e ,vol!lg.11. t .1.le 
cl1ance tl1a11 ,1 ,,-f>r111 ,,-itl1 a11 <)-stricl1 ,y·itl1 tl1at - fl.1:,l(~- · t<) ·)<1nd ,Y"itl1 l1~r-1~Jfl◄~ ·l•~ORES'l1:8 
l1r)rror ! n . · - - i\-f"J 111~ ! ~' . ~- .. .-·-~ · · · · - ..... ·· : ' 

• ' •• • . I • .. - • • .. l 

~~ \l"e ~11a.ll l,e i11 1tte1'- .if, ,\e get 011t <)f tl1iH · '. Jt,··,,·as too tr11c. I·,ar nl1en<l <>f tl1em tl1ev 
ourseln·:::, old ehnp ! ", stiid Tom quietly. heard the' ,fol~ l'(~a1· - af< frc'.sh· efupt}obs ti°>Oi.: 

. ,; L(>oh: a.t, t.l1e l)l)l)l ! :' . _,,:. "'. . ·_ . . • _, . JJlace _(>il tl1e gr<)tltld (J{ (Jl(l craters ,,·l1iel1 tli.e 
.. . j1111gle l1it(l' <iv•ergrc),,·11. ,- · ~·- ~- ~ 

13 v· n 1 ,,,· t l te roe l~s 11a<l-· l.wP11 l>l<),,~i1 a,l~a·\:- . .~ .; 
~ . 

111~.>re a.r1(l lll(>rC- 1),- ·tJ1c forc·c l)f StllJt.er1·a11ea11 . ~-,.fi1,,,.,.,, ~-IJy a f<>l'CSI jiJ•(·. 'l,Otll, (,'QQll-'' 
. ex_l,k)Sif>ll~ ·_c1~1ll· ,11~>\.\' a1i ei1f>r111~>11s·_.}l}~1111¢., t°)f a11,l l,i.~ J)rrls ,,-,~r ·i11 · ,ti,·,• 1,,,,.;1. ~,i11l tl,~rt'! 
• ,,·}1_i te · 11,Jt· ,. a 1)<)t1r :,,·tt s l1t1rle<.t ·~1()~,,-~rcls-," ,y hi lst .-.;~~ ,,,s ,,0 ''-•a.11 c>f ,11s,.,~11, ... · 1,1,,1·• ,- .;11 ; s.'- · ti,~ 
.-· t11e· .. '''il,ters . c.,f t lie -l,1 l{y drajne~l : (i()~~n .: to ~ tJ1p . c·,~1,,~,,,rl illfJ. (•l1tlJ)f {•JlS ()j ~ I I,;;. ., 1•1c,<it' ~1/1·ie,,,1 
-.11i1gc.· fires_ l)e.lf),,-. · 1..,ticre ,,·,re 11c>i~es li){~ tl1e - · 

- .1l,lr<1·i1t,,1 .. c· J"'on1. · 
! scre:.1i11s .~ r>f _so11l~ .. ir1 , tt>r11\e:nt. Tl1e. I~le; _. <,f . . . 

' - # J 

. ])e:1tl1 -r<)cke(l•. 011 ··it.~··fc)\IIlWl,tiu11s, ·: a11d 111e11, ~ _ lst,,t-.. li,111 i,,, ,, f,,, .. ,,,iyi1t- ■~ ti,,,e-_·-:'' lf"ttlri,111 

. ,\:i th .a.- ·;1}0i~e, lli-tr.' .t.1,e:~·. wast-ing c,f · a. _11111-idre(l ... z~ ~,J .'St. E',~,,,,1~ ·:Iii.'' '' .filf>ll!i(tlional ,,,id 
111~11_ef at~, Q~!C~; ... ~l()\\)'Jj:_f11!lll(·. fr9111 t~ight !_ -~ . .. : 1,i,:,,,.o,·o,,s. slo·ry ,,f. ,,,e .. fatJiOllS e1,,,,,1.s of 

- • • ~-- • I • ' • • 

. . I1r·~ fc\v;._~CCl))l{l½.}•~i1a.t·l1~d p11ce been a: 1ioul ~(iJt. _,.,, .. ,,_,,,l·s, by f: . .. ~. ·n,·oof ... ;..;i . . 
~ , ·. • . .. 4' .. ·•. .- . ... . ' ' .. .• ' - • ,, ' • . • ' .. ., 

' ~ ... ...,. -~ • .. - • t... ' ' • -111 -- ••• 
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